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FROM THE PRESIDENT
I’ll quickly admit that my knowledge about Low Light shooting was virtually nonexistent. Aside from a few weeks spent at my grandfather’s house
hunting hogs at night, back in the early seventies, and attending a non-shooting seminar a few years back, my low light knowledge was definitely
lacking. In October of this year, I had a chance meeting with Calvin Tidwell, owner of T-n-T Tactical Training, who conducts training in the central Texas
area. I met Calvin at a BBQ restaurant where we were both attending the same meeting. After the meeting, we started up a conversation in the parking
lot. As we were talking the topic of guns and training came up (go figure). I told him that I had just bought my wife a 9mm carbine and we were going
to shoot it as soon as we could get to the range. Calvin said that he had invited a couple of friends to the local range the following weekend and invited
my wife and me to join them. I, of course, accepted the invitation.
On the range, I watched Calvin provided basic pistol training to a mother-daughter team and how well they responded to his instruction and
demonstrations, truly a professional training session. When his session was over, we started shooting pistols, bunches of pistols, as well as the carbine.
Calvin also had set up a good guy-bad guy steel target, for instant gratification. After the session, Calvin invited me to attend a Low Light Shooting class
the following week, and naturally I accepted this opportunity as well.
I arrived at the range about five o’clock and met the other students, six of us. At the beginning of the session, we were given the instructor’s
credentials (very impressive), the scenarios we would encounter, a safety briefing, the location of the AED, the latitude and longitude of the range, and
the location of the lead removing hand wipes. The training began while it was still daylight in order to set the rules and boundaries for the shooter.
We started with drawing from the holster and then Calvin covered several types of low light shooting techniques, which was covered in very well written
student workbook that outlined the Ayoob, Chapman, Harries, Rogers/Surefire, Modified FBI, and Neck-Index techniques. He was quick to point out that
we should pick a style that worked best for us and practice, practice, practice.
As night fell, we were required to attach red (left side) and green (right side) glow sticks on our belt loops so the instructor and other students, not
on the firing line, would know what direction the shooter was facing. We were then instructed to place our firearm on a plastic drum and to only work
from that platform. During the training, only one shooter was allowed on the line. Each student started by acquiring the target with a light and firing.
Then the training progressed to acquiring the target, with the light on and then turning it off, moving to another location and reacquiring the target
and firing. I started with the Rogers/Surefire technique but could not master this with my big fingers. I quickly moved to the Harries technique and stuck
with it. It took me about three rounds of instructor interaction to get it right. As we went through the training, Calvin would spend time with each student
ensuring hand placement was correct. I must point out that, after each exercise, the group would sit down and review their individual technique with
the rest of us. Last but not least Calvin put Zombie targets with clay pigeons up in order to test our accuracy. I found it really amazing how difficult it
was to reacquire the clay target and maintaining accuracy as we went through the acquire-reacquire scenario. The class was six hours long, and should
have been named “No-Light Shooting” since the moon was in the new moon stage (absolute darkness).
Not only did I leave this training session with a new skill that may save my life one day, I have respect and gratitude for Calvin, knowing that TCHA
has another high caliber instructor/educator as a member of our association. I highly recommended this type of training and have found that many
LTC instructors offer training outside the License to Carry class. Therefore, search out one in your area by visiting TCHA’s “Find a LTC Instructor” look-up
webpage at http://txcha.org/texas-ltc-information/find-a-ltc-instructor/.

TCHA Corporate Members
Guardian Options, Inc., 3404 W. Illinois Ave., Ste 108, Midland, TX, 79703.
www.guardianpiinc.com, 432-631-3682
Texas Law Shield, 1020 Bay Area Blvd # 220, Houston, TX 77058.
www.texaslawshield.com, 855-478-6607
Firearms Legal Protection, LLC, 13455 Noel Road, Ste. 2100, Dallas, TX 75240.
www.firearmslegal.com, 844-357-9400
For more information on corporate membership, please visit http://txcha.org/membership/ or call 866-516-5117.
TCHA Membership has its perks:
Simply Rugged Holsters: Leather holsters, leather gun
belts, leather ammo pouches and leather accessories.
Free ammo pouch with every purchase.
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for more membership perks!

Arming the Elderly: A Self-Defense Guide for
Senior Citizens – by Ammo.com (Part I of IV)

A

merican seniors – those aged 65 and over – are growing
in numbers. And thanks to medical and technological
advances, our seniors are living longer than any previous
U.S. generation. While these people have lived their lives and
should be given the respect that age earns, too often they’re
taken advantage of and made into victims of crime.

When it comes to purse snatching and larceny, seniors are
disproportionately victimized compared to other age groups,
with at least one in five personal crimes against seniors
involving some sort of theft. As if that’s not enough, it’s not just crimes against the person that
seniors fall victim to. They’re also more vulnerable to property crimes, especially burglary and vehicle
thefts.
With more than 14 percent of seniors having experienced either physical, psychological or sexual
abuse, neglect, or financial exploitation within the last year, it’s no wonder more and more people
over the age of 65 are looking to up their self-defense and start carrying concealed.

Seniors Seem Like Easy Targets
One of the main reasons that seniors are so often victimized is that they seem like easy targets.
And often times they are. Many aging individuals have physical and mental limitations, and can be
seen as slow, frail, and less likely to put up a fight. They don’t have good reaction times, eyesight or
hearing, and most can’t run away if they tried.
In addition to many seniors living alone, and a growing number with family that moved away, it’s easy
for con artists and scammers to move in and not be noticed. Seniors are also more likely than other
cohorts to have a nest egg at home – whether in cash, jewelry or valuable items – which makes them
alluring to criminals and thugs.

Avoid Being a Target
Yes, seniors are old. And yes, they may not move as fast as their younger counterparts. But that
doesn’t mean they’re not capable of self-defense. The first thing to learn about self-defense and how
to avoid being targeted by criminals is that you have to be aware of your surroundings.
When you pay attention to what’s going on around you, you’re less likely to find yourself in a selfdefense situation. If victims had been more aware of their surroundings, the circumstances could
have been avoided.
Here are things to remember that can lessen your risk of being victimized. And remember, it’s always
better to avoid trouble than confront it.
•
Walk with purpose.
•
Keep your eyes up.
cont. on pg. 14
www.txcha.org
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On Sheep, Wolves, and
Sheepdogs

- Dave Grossman

By LTC (RET) Dave Grossman, author of “On Killing”, “On Combat”, “Warrior Mindset: Mental Toughness Skills for
Our Nation’s Peacekeepers”, and “Stop Teaching Our Kids to Kill: A Call to Action Against TV, Movie and Video Game
Violence”

H

onor never grows old, and honor rejoices the
heart of age. It does so because honor is, finally,
about defending those noble and worthy things
that deserve defending, even if it comes at a high cost. In
our time, that may mean social disapproval, public scorn,
hardship, persecution, or as always, even death itself.
The question remains: What is worth defending? What
is worth dying for? What is worth living for? - William
J. Bennett - in a lecture to the United States Naval
Academy November 24, 1997
One Vietnam veteran, an old retired colonel, once said
this to me:
“Most of the people in our society are sheep. They are
kind, gentle, productive creatures who can only hurt
one another by accident.” This is true. Remember,
the murder rate is six per 100,000 per year, and the
aggravated assault rate is four per 1,000 per year. What
this means is that the vast majority of Americans are not
inclined to hurt one another. Some estimates say that two
million Americans are victims of violent crimes every
year, a tragic, staggering number, perhaps an all-time
record rate of violent crime. But there are almost 300
million Americans, which means that the odds of being
a victim of violent crime is considerably less than one in
a hundred on any given year. Furthermore, since many
violent crimes are committed by repeat offenders, the
actual number of violent citizens is considerably less than
two million.
Thus there is a paradox, and we must grasp both ends of
the situation: We may well be in the most violent times
in history, but violence is still remarkably rare. This is
because most citizens are kind, decent people who are
not capable of hurting each other, except by accident or
under extreme provocation. They are sheep.
I mean nothing negative by calling them sheep. To me
it is like the pretty, blue robin’s egg. Inside it is soft
and gooey but someday it will grow into something
wonderful. But the egg cannot survive without its hard
blue shell. Police officers, soldiers, and other warriors are
like that shell, and someday the civilization they protect
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will grow into something wonderful.? For now, though,
they need warriors to protect them from the predators.
“Then there are the wolves,” the old war veteran said,
“and the wolves feed on the sheep without mercy.” Do
you believe there are wolves out there who will feed on
the flock without mercy? You better believe it. There are
evil men in this world and they are capable of evil deeds.
The moment you forget that or pretend it is not so, you
become a sheep. There is no safety in denial.
“Then there are sheepdogs,” he went on, “and I’m a
sheepdog. I live to protect the flock and confront the
wolf.”
If you have no capacity for violence then you are
a healthy productive citizen, a sheep. If you have a
capacity for violence and no empathy for your fellow
citizens, then you have defined an aggressive sociopath,
a wolf. But what if you have a capacity for violence, and
a deep love for your fellow citizens? What do you have
then? A sheepdog, a warrior, someone who is walking
the hero’s path. Someone who can walk into the heart of
darkness, into the universal human phobia, and walk out
unscathed
Let me expand on this old soldier’s excellent model of
the sheep, wolves, and sheepdogs. We know that the
sheep live in denial, that is what makes them sheep. They
do not want to believe that there is evil in the world.
They can accept the fact that fires can happen, which
is why they want fire extinguishers, fire sprinklers, fire
alarms and fire exits throughout their kids’ schools.
But many of them are outraged at the idea of putting an
armed police officer in their kid’s school. Our children
are thousands of times more likely to be killed or
seriously injured by school violence than fire, but the
sheep’s only response to the possibility of violence is
denial. The idea of someone coming to kill or harm
their child is just too hard, and so they chose the path of
denial.
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2017 Keynote Speaker & Special Guest Instructor
The 20th Annual Texas Concealed Handgun Association’s keynote speaker is Dr. J.
Pete Blair. He will highlight the Saturday evening banquet. Dr. Blair is the Executive
Director of the Advanced Law Enforcement Rapid Response Training (ALERRT)
Center and a Professor of Criminal Justice at Texas State University. He earned his
Ph.D. in criminal justice from Michigan State University. Dr. Blair is recognized as a
leading expert in the field of active shooter events and has published numerous books,
articles, and commentaries on the topic. He regularly presents on active shooter
related topics to groups across the country and internationally. In addition to being
the keynote speaker, Dr. Blair will be teaching a class on Considerations for LTC
Response to Violent Events.

Ed Head not only will be running the conference range day activities, Friday
afternoon and Saturday morning, but will be teaching a class on Mental
Conditioning for Combat. He is a regular on Shooting Gallery, Gun Stories and
Down Range TV. He has worked for almost 30 years in law enforcement, first
in the United States Air Force and then with the United States Border Patrol,
retiring as a Field Operations Supervisor. During his Border Patrol career, Ed
worked in a variety of patrol, investigative and training capacities. Ed has an
extensive background as a firearms instructor, having trained thousands, ranging
from beginners to police, military and special operations personnel. Having
taught at Gunsite Academy for 20 years, Ed first trained there under the world
famous shooting school’s founder, Jeff Cooper, and then later ran the school
as the operations manager for more than five years. Ed lives in Chino Valley, Arizona, where he continues to
teach and write.

Homicidal Humor
More Homicidal Humor
The Clot Thickens
Blood Trails Across
Texas
Books by Brian Foster of Houston Homicide (ret)

Politically incorrect Ebooks and Paperbacks thru Amazon and B.&N.
www.txcha.org
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20th Annual TCHA Conference Schedule

(In dedication to Joaquin Jackson, former Texas Ranger)
Registration (Hotel Lobby): Friday, March 31, 2017 from 10:00 am – 6:00 pm
Saturday, April 1, 2017 from 8:00 am – 12:00 pm

Friday, March 31, 2017
Option 1
12:00 – 6:00 pm

Option 2
1:00 – 2:00 pm
2:30 – 4:30 pm

Option 3
2:00 – 5:00 pm

Course Title:

Gun Shot Wounds
First Aid Course*

Dealing with
Law
Enforcement in
Gun Related
Situations*

Laughing at
Danger*

Range Day (PM Shoot)

Instructor(s):

Dwayne McBryde

Brian Foster

Austin Davis

Ed Head, Susie & Jim Tackett

Location:

Live Oak / Cypress /
Spanish Oak Rooms

Time:

President’s Reception

Guadalupe Room

Hill Country Shooting Sports
**Required Safety Briefing
at the range at 1:45 pm**

7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Location: Live Oak / Cypress / Spanish Oak Rooms

Saturday, April 1, 2017
Option 1
9:30 – 11:30 am

Option 2
8:00 – 11:00 am

Time

8:00 – 9:00 am

Course Title

Dealing with Law
Enforcement in Gun Related
Situations*

Laughing at Danger*

Range Day (AM Shoot)

Instructor(s)

Brian Foster

Austin Davis

Ed Head, Susie & Jim Tackett

Location

Guadalupe Room

Hill Country Shooting Sports
**Required Safety Briefing
at the range at 7:45 am**

Photographs will be taken at all events and may be published
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Luncheon

11:30 am – 1:00 pm Speaker: Reggie Andrews (DPS)
Location: Live Oak / Cypress / Spanish Oak Rooms

Time

1:30 – 2:30 pm

General Sessions
3:00 – 4:00 pm

Course Title

Considerations for LTC
Response to Violent Events*

Mental Conditioning for
Combat*

Search and Seizure*

Instructor(s)

Dr. J. Pete Blair

Ed Head

Larry Bloomquist

Location

Banquet

4:30 – 5:30 pm

Live Oak / Cypress / Spanish Oak Rooms

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm Keynote Speaker: Dr. J. Pete Blair (ALERRT)
Location: Live Oak / Cypress / Spanish Oak Rooms

Conference Activity 9:30 pm – 11:00 pm Bingo (Free play for prizes)
Location: Live Oak / Cypress / Spanish Oak Rooms

Sunday, April 2, 2017
Annual Member Meeting and Board Elections
Location: Spanish Oak

9:00 am – 11:00 am

Board Meeting

11:00 am – 12:00 pm

Checkout

Location: Spanish Oak

12:00 pm

[Classes identified with a single * is a continuing education (CE) class and participants completing each class will be awarded a
certificate of completion. LTC licensed conference attendees who complete four of the CE classes on this year’s schedule will be
awarded an Intermediate (if they were not presented with one at a previous year’s conference), Advanced (if they hold an Intermediate
certificate) or Master (if they hold an Advanced certificate) TCHA certification. It will be each participant’s responsibility to ensure that
they identify that they are a LTC holder and sign the roster for each class attended in order to receive credit.]

***********************************************************************************
ATTENTION: Those individuals who have made both their hotel
reservations and conference registration by noon, March 8,
2017, will be placed in a drawing for a FREE Room Upgrade to a
One-Bedroom Suite. The drawing will take place on March 9, 2017 and the winner will be notified.
The conference hotel is the YO Ranch Hotel & Conference Center, 2033 Sidney Baker, Kerrville, Texas 78028.
The TCHA special rate, which is valid through noon, March 8, 2017, is $94.00 per night plus taxes for two
queen beds or one king bed. Contact the hotel at (877) 967-3767 or make reservations online at
https://reservations.travelclick.com/12007?groupID=1680257. Please make sure you tell them you are with
TCHA. Reservations made after this date and time will be at the then current rates and based on availability.
Photographs will be taken at all events and may be published

www.txcha.org
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20th Annual TCHA Conference

(In dedication to Joaquin Jackson, former Texas Ranger)
Class Descriptions
Gun Shot Wounds First Aid Course*, Friday, March 31 – Accidents or more precisely, negligence

happens. As a firearms instructor (see **Note below), you may often find yourself in situations surrounded
by novice or inexperienced gun owners armed with loaded weapons. What happens if your student is
negligent at the range and shoots someone? Are you prepared to help? Do you know what to do to give
the injured person the best chance to survive? Make sure you know basic trauma first-aid for gunshot
wounds. Make sure you will be able to help.
U.S./Texas Law Shield wants to provide you with knowledge that just may save a life. With the assistance
of an experienced battlefield medic, emergency medical paramedic, and Navy Corpsman, they have
developed this course to provide you with the working knowledge of the first-aid you need in a gunshot
wound scenario.
Some of the topics to be covered include:
♦
♦
♦

First Aid in seconds after a disaster
Things to do before EMS or paramedics arrive
Hemorrhage control

♦
♦

Essential First Aid equipment and how to use it
Essentials items for your blow-out kit

**Note: This course, although originally created for firearm instructors, would be beneficial to every gun
owner.

Dealing with Law Enforcement in Gun Related Situations*, Friday, March 31 and Saturday,
April 1 – This class covers how to address police should you be involved in a shooting and not alienate
yourself from the authorities.

Laughing at Danger*, Friday, March 31 and Saturday, April 1 – Austin Davis will teach you his
system that helps you secure your home, be safer in public places, and discover the truth about use of
force issues all taught in his unique laugh and learn style. You will learn:
♦ The 3 levels of protection
♦ To use (C.P.T.E.D) principal to protect your home when there or away
♦ To harden your exterior
♦ The only 4 ways anyone can get into your home
♦ The only 3 responses to any crisis in your home (or anytime)
♦ How to plan for the unimaginable

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

To deal with parking lot safety
To deal with car safety issues
The truth about elements of an ambush
The realities of use of force
Ways to use your cell phone as a tool
And much, much more

This class is more than just a standup comedy routine or a safety seminar; each participant will leave with
a personal safety outline they can fill in with their own plan.

Range Day, Friday, March 31 (PM Shoot) and Saturday, April 1 (AM Shoot) – This three hour
class will concentrate on teaching and reinforcing safe and effective firearms handling skills combined
with shooting techniques centered around the concept of quickly delivering fight stopping hits. Two
sessions will be offered; each will start with a discussion of firearms safety and safe range conduct.
Following the range session on Saturday an afternoon presentation, open to all participants, will be given
on Mental Conditioning for Combat. This presentation will include tools to develop an awareness of
potential dangers and the ability to defeat them with the appropriate mindset.
Students may attend both sessions; however, each session will be $30.00. IMPORTANT: If you fail
to arrive to the scheduled safety briefing(s) on time, 1:45 pm on Friday/7:45 am on Saturday, you
will not be able to participate and will forfeit your range fee.
Photographs will be taken at all events and may be published
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Equipment required for class:
Reliable, modern semi-automatic pistol or revolver chambered in 9mm or larger (tiny pocket pistols,
.22s, .380s are not suitable for this class, nor are antique or cheap surplus pistols such as Makarovs.
If you have questions about a particular pistol, please contact me: Ed Head, gunsite@cableone.net).
♦ Minimum of 100 rounds of ammunition (per session). Depending upon the skill level of the class we
may shoot more so be prepared with extra ammunition. Factory ammunition is preferred but high
quality reloaded ammunition is acceptable if you loaded it. Do not bring reloaded ammunition loaded
by someone else as there is no way to assure safety and quality. Revolver shooters will need at least
two speed loaders and pistol shooters will need three magazines.
♦ A good quality, strong side belt holster on a sturdy belt is required. No Serpa holsters, no cross-draw,
shoulder holsters or inside the waistband holsters will be allowed. Appendix carry holsters are not
suitable.
♦ Speed loader or magazine pouches are preferred to hold spare ammunition.
♦ Suitable outdoor clothing and comfortable shoes as well as a brimmed cap (prefer ball cap) will be
needed as well as eye and ear protection. Ear muffs or ear plugs are suitable - electronic, amplified
hearing muffs or plugs are preferred.
♦ Water will be available, but bring your Gatorade or other drink if you like.
♦

***Recommend bringing a fold-up chair if you will have trouble standing for three hours.
Additionally, parts of the road at the range are rough and could pose a problem
for low clearance vehicles. Please plan accordingly.***

Considerations for LTC Response to Violent Events*, Saturday, April 1 – The potential for a

blue-on-blue (friendly fire) shooting exists anytime people who don't know each other respond to an
incident. This is true not only for police officers responding from different agencies, but also for LTC
holders trying to do the right thing and stop a violent incident
This session will discuss:
1. The dynamics of police response to violent incidents
2. When it is appropriate to get involved and when it is better to be a good witness
3. Techniques that can be utilized to reduce the likelihood of being in a blue-on-blue incident
4. Other things to consider carrying in addition to your weapon

Mental Conditioning for Combat*, Saturday, April 1 – Gun handling, marksmanship and mindset
are the three elements of Jeff Cooper's Combat Triad. In this presentation we will explore the Combat
Mindset element and offer tools and strategies to avoid lethal confrontations and live with peace of mind
in troubling times.

Search and Seizure*, Saturday, April 1 – We all know what our 2nd Amendment rights are, but what

th
th
th
about the others? Specifically, how do your 4 , 5 and 6 Amendment rights work if you are forced to use
your gun? What happens next? How do you avoid accidentally waiving your rights when you’re caught up
in a hostile legal system? Come listen to Independent Program Attorney Larry Bloomquist discuss legal
issues such as “When can law enforcement can disarm you?”; “When can law enforcement search your
home or vehicle?”; and “How do you protect your rights during police investigations and legal
proceedings?”

[Classes identified with a single * is a continuing education (CE) class and participants completing each class will be awarded a
certificate of completion. LTC licensed conference attendees who complete four of the CE classes on this year’s schedule will be
awarded an Intermediate (if they were not presented with one at a previous year’s conference), Advanced (if they hold an
Intermediate certificate) or Master (if they hold an Advanced certificate) TCHA certification. It will be each participant’s
responsibility to ensure that they identify that they are a LTC holder and sign the roster for each class attended in order to
receive credit.]

More details about the conference can be found at http://txcha.org/2017-annual-conference/.

Photographs will be taken at all events and may be published

www.txcha.org

11

QA
&

with Larry Arnold

Question:

Answer:

First off I saw that it’s required
for me to take a course over
proper weapons safety and
state laws. But if I’ve already
taken safety classes through
the army would I only be
required to take the law
portion?

Question:

I was looking into acquiring
a Texas LTC when I’m on
leave this upcoming December
but I’m having a little bit of
trouble with understanding
some of the requirements and
was wondering if you could
answer a couple questions for
me?

Lastly there is a qualification
section of the test, and I’ve
already qualified with a
M9? So if I was capable
of presenting a valid
qualification sheet from my
Chain of command would I
still be required to take the
qualification portion?
Thanks for taking the time
out of your day to look at this,
even more so if you respond.
Have a wonderful day Mr.
Arnold. Ryan L.

12

You still have to take the
Texas LTC class to qualify
for a license. If you can show
the qualification sheet to
Department of Public Safety
you can opt out of taking the
Texas practical. However, I’ve
never had someone skip the
fun part of the class.
I am a member of this
association. I have been
asked several times by Coast
Guard members if they need to
take the firearm qualification
course. The coast guard have
current firearm qualification
records (form 3029). If these
members present me the
firearm qualification record,
will that be sufficient for the
shooting portion? Thanks for
your time, Zack H.

Answer:

I can only offer half the
answer on that question. If the
guardsman has qualified with
a handgun then the law says
they can skip the practical.
Although I haven’t had anyone
actually try to get out of the
fun part of the class.

www.txcha.org

Whether Texas DPS will
accept that particular form,
however, is a question they’ll
have to answer. I suggest you
contact them at https://www.
dps.texas.gov/rsd/contact/
default.aspx. Note that any
certification must be explicitly
for handgun qualification, not
“firearm.” etc.
If they want to use the form,
you only certify that they
passed the classroom part
and the written test. Leave
the practical part of the CHL100 blank. They sent their
qualification form in with their
checklist and CHL-100./
Welcome to Texas!

Question:

I am reaching out to ask if you
know of anyone who plans
on monitoring polling places
while armed. The Trump
campaign has asked supporters
to be on the look out at polling
places, and we are wondering
if that is resonating with
people in the gun community.
Best, Alex Y.

Answer:

Firearms are prohibited at
polling places; see Penal Code
46.03(a)(2). You would have to
disarm or monitor from outside
the “No campaigning” limit.
I haven’t heard of anyone planning on monitoring, but then I
live in a Republican county.

Question:

Good evening, I have received
mixed answers to the following question so I wanted to
write to your group. I am a resident of New Mexico and have
a group of about 10-12 people
wanting to take the LTC course
in Texas. Some of us are New
Mexico residents, some of
us are New Mexico residents
moving to Texas and a few of
us are Texas residents. Can
those of us from New Mexico
and those moving attend a LTC
in Texas and obtain our Texas
LTC? Thanks, Brennan C.

Answer:

Yes. A legal resident of any
state may come to Texas,
complete the LTC class and
if qualified be issued a Texas
LTC.

Question:

I had a student ask this
question. Can a person carry
a long gun into your premises
of a private owned business?
Thanks, Cody W.

Answer:

I am not a lawyer. In general
it is legal to carry a long gun
in Texas, including into a
privately-owned business, with
some exceptions:
1. Penal Code 46.03 lists
premises where it is illegal to
take any firearm, including
long guns. They include a
school or school vehicle
(without permission), a
polling place, a government

court (without permission), a
racetrack, the secured area of
an airport, or within 1,000 feet
of a place of execution on the
day of an execution.
2. It is illegal to carry a long
gun on any premises licensed
to sell alcohol, including those
where it is legal to carry a
handgun with a license.
3. There are other locations,
such as correctional facilities,
where other laws prohibit
firearms.
4. Under federal law, it is
illegal to carry long guns and
handguns in a federal facility.
In addition, the owner of
privately-owned premises
may post signs prohibiting the
possession of firearms. The
signs for long guns do not
have to meet the 30.06/30.07
requirements.

Larry Arnold is a longtime firearm and LTC Instructor. He is also a member of the TCHA Board of Directors and is our
Legislative Director and Public Information Office. Each quarter Larry provides us with the most interesting questions
submitted to our website.

“Personally, I carry a gun because I’m too young to die and too old to
take an ass whoopin’.”
www.txcha.org

13

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Know where the exits are.
Watch for suspicious people.
Avoid places that are known to be unsafe.
Don’t go places alone.
Run errands during the day.
Don’t linger in isolated places.
Don’t be distracted.
Stay in well-lit areas.
Always be aware of your surroundings.
Keep your keys in your hand, ready to go.

Don’t Be Overly Trusting
One of the things that makes seniors easy prey for perpetrators is the fact that they are often more
trusting than younger folks. While it’s always nice to give people the benefit of believing they’re
good, don’t do it with a blind eye. Here are ways to avoid being overly trusting and putting yourself
and your property at risk.
•
Never open your car or house door to a stranger. If they need to borrow the phone,
		
leave them on the porch.
•
If someone starts moving toward you asking for help, tell them right away you can’t
		
help them and keep moving.
•
Don’t give out unnecessary personal information. No one needs to know your street
		
address (saying you live in Chicago is close enough). And if they ask whether your
		
children live locally, always say yes – even if they’re halfway around the world.
•
Never allow someone to take you to another location. If you’re in an attacker situation,
		
fight to stay where you are. Once you leave, chances are that the danger will increase.
A Few Tips
•
If you’re carrying groceries or laundry, use a luggage cart or pull behind. This keeps
		
your hands free and makes you less likely to be attacked.
•
Instead of carrying around $1,000 in cash and 10 credit cards in your wallet, only carry
		
what you need. That way if your wallet is stolen, the criminal didn’t get everything.
•
Carry a travel wallet instead of your regular wallet. It keeps your valuables hidden and
		
[in]accessible to pickpockets and other thieves.
•
For women who carry purses, consider wearing it on the inside of your jacket instead
		
of the outside. This makes it less visible and harder to reach if someone tried to snatch
		it.
•
Improve your chances of evading criminals by staying active and fit. Seniors who live
		
active lifestyles are faster, stronger, and have quicker reaction times than their peers.

Look for part II of this series in our next issue.
14
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Survivor or Victim?
				Will you be ready?
Many people have taken the first step to protect
themselves by getting their “LTC” (license to carry a
handgun), but what is the next step? First, make sure to
buy a gun that fits your grip and you are comfortable
using. Buy a holster that fits the gun, put it in a holster,
and wear it, and hope that you never have to use it? As
a retired Police Officer in Texas let me be the first one
to tell you “Don’t bet on it”. I have seen firsthand many
victims that thought it would never happen to them,
until it did. That is why we all need to practice being
prepared.
So let’s talk about training! Once you have purchased
your handgun you need to know the basics about your
gun, how to load and unload it safely, how to charge
the gun and make it ready to fire. We ALWAYS think
safety first, so if you’re going to work with your gun
remember:
NO LIVE AMMUNITION IN THE ROOM.
Dummy rounds are available for purchase to practice
loading and unloading, clearing jams and dry firing.
We ALWAYS want to practice safety along with gun
handling.
Make a logical decision on where or how to carry the
gun with you. Make sure that you can reach the gun
easily and that the gun won’t fall out of its holster
during your most active part of the day. Next, start
practicing drawing the gun from the holster where
you will be carrying it. Remember to always practice
with an empty gun. If you are not sure you are doing
this correctly or safely, seek the help of a professional
firearms trainer.
Here are a few things that you can do at home to
practice being ready for the moment:
Practice drawing your gun from your holster until you
can do it smoothly and quickly with consistent speed.
When you’ve become proficient with your holster
you can move on to practice some scenario drills such
as drawing from concealment on a surprise attacker,
clearing a room in your house from an intruder, or
having to clear a malfunction with a reload.
Let’s take the first drill and break it down since you
have already started practicing it.
➢ Conceal your gun and attempt to draw it and 		
		 place it at the low ready safe position.
➢ At this point you should already be in your 		

By: Tony Lacoste

		 shooting stance and holding the gun as if ready 		
		 to defend.
➢ Practice this a few more times until you feel that
		 you could protect yourself in a split second.
Let’s move to the second drill, clearing a room.
➢ Take a room in your house; make sure no one is
		 in it!
➢ Clear as much of the room from the doorway as
		 possible before entering.
➢ Divide the room like a pie.
➢ Look at each slice of the room carefully to see if
		 there is a place for an intruder to hide.
➢ Enter the room quickly through the doorway and
		 do not pause in the doorway and take a second 		
		 look and go low so as not to be a full size target.
➢ As you enter the rooms check each corner and 		
		 any other hiding places that you may not have 		
		 seen.
➢ You will now be able to see that the room is 		
		 cleared.
For the final drill, this will be a weapon malfunction
with a reload.
➢ Start by loading one dummy round in a 			
		 magazine and then load two dummy rounds in 		
		 another magazine.
➢ Holster and conceal your gun.
➢ Draw your gun as you practiced it before, take 		
		 aim and squeeze the trigger.
➢ As in life things can go wrong, your gun did not
		 fire!
➢ Grabbing the slide, rack it back and turn the gun
		 to the side to clear it: your gun is empty and the
		 slide should have stayed locked open.
➢ Release your magazine as it is empty and grab 		
		 your reload, insert it and drop the slide.
➢ You are now ready to re-engage the attacker.
➢ Practice this a few times until you feel 			
		 comfortable with your actions.
About the author:
Tony Lacoste is a Firearms Instructor and the owner of
Lonestar Range & Academy, LLC. in Florence, Texas.
He has been instructing firearms safety since 1996 and
holds several licenses from the NRA, Texas Department
of Public Safety, Texas Parks & Wildlife and many
years experience handling weapons and being involved
in shooting competitions.
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The sheep generally do not like the sheepdog. He looks
a lot like the wolf. He has fangs and the capacity for
violence. The difference, though, is that the sheepdog
must not, can not and will not ever harm the sheep. Any
sheep dog who intentionally harms the lowliest little
lamb will be punished and removed. The world cannot
work any other way, at least not in a representative
democracy or a republic such as ours.
Still, the sheepdog disturbs the sheep. He is a constant
reminder that there are wolves in the land. They would
prefer that he didn’t tell them where to go, or give them
traffic tickets, or stand at the ready in our airports in
camouflage fatigues holding an M-16. The sheep would
much rather have the sheepdog cash in his fangs, spray
paint himself white, and go, “Baa.”
Until the wolf shows up. Then the entire flock tries
desperately to hide behind one lonely sheepdog.
The students, the victims, at Columbine High School
were big, tough high school students, and under ordinary
circumstances they would not have had the time of day
for a police officer. They were not bad kids; they just
had nothing to say to a cop. When the school was under
attack, however, and SWAT teams were clearing the
rooms and hallways, the officers had to physically peel
those clinging, sobbing kids off of them. This is how the
little lambs feel about their sheepdog when the wolf is at
the door.
Look at what happened after September 11, 2001 when
the wolf pounded hard on the door. Remember how
America, more than ever before, felt differently about
their law enforcement officers and military personnel?
Remember how many times you heard the word hero?
Understand that there is nothing morally superior about
being a sheepdog; it is just what you choose to be. Also
understand that a sheepdog is a funny critter: He is
always sniffing around out on the perimeter, checking
the breeze, barking at things that go bump in the
night, and yearning for a righteous battle. That is, the
young sheepdogs yearn for a righteous battle. The old
sheepdogs are a little older and wiser, but they move to
the sound of the guns when needed right along with the
young ones.
Here is how the sheep and the sheepdog think differently.
The sheep pretend the wolf will never come, but
the sheepdog lives for that day. After the attacks on
September 11, 2001, most of the sheep, that is, most
citizens in America said, “Thank God I wasn’t on one of
those planes.” The sheepdogs, the warriors, said, “Dear
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God, I wish I could have been on one of those planes.
Maybe I could have made a difference.” When you are
truly transformed into a warrior and have truly invested
yourself into warriorhood, you want to be there. You
want to be able to make a difference.
There is nothing morally superior about the sheepdog,
the warrior, but he does have one real advantage. Only
one. And that is that he is able to survive and thrive in an
environment that destroys 98 percent of the population.
There was research conducted a few years ago with
individuals convicted of violent crimes. These cons
were in prison for serious, predatory crimes of violence:
assaults, murders and killing law enforcement officers.
The vast majority said that they specifically targeted
victims by body language: slumped walk, passive
behavior and lack of awareness. They chose their victims
like big cats do in Africa, when they select one out of the
herd that is least able to protect itself.
Some people may be destined to be sheep and others
might be genetically primed to be wolves or sheepdogs.
But I believe that most people can choose which one
they want to be, and I’m proud to say that more and more
Americans are choosing to become sheepdogs.
Seven months after the attack on September 11, 2001,
Todd Beamer was honored in his hometown of Cranbury,
New Jersey. Todd, as you recall, was the man on Flight
93 over Pennsylvania who called on his cell phone
to alert an operator from United Airlines about the
hijacking. When he learned of the other three passenger
planes that had been used as weapons, Todd dropped
his phone and uttered the words, “Let’s roll,” which
authorities believe was a signal to the other passengers
to confront the terrorist hijackers. In one hour, a
transformation occurred among the passengers - athletes,
business people and parents. -- from sheep to sheepdogs
and together they fought the wolves, ultimately saving an
unknown number of lives on the ground.
There is no safety for honest men except by believing all
possible evil of evil men. - Edmund Burke
Here is the point I like to emphasize, especially to the
thousands of police officers and soldiers I speak to each
year. In nature the sheep, real sheep, are born as sheep.
Sheepdogs are born that way, and so are wolves. They
didn’t have a choice. But you are not a critter. As a
human being, you can be whatever you want to be. It is a
conscious, moral decision.
If you want to be a sheep, then you can be a sheep and
that is okay, but you must understand the price you pay.
When the wolf comes, you and your loved ones are going
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to die if there is not a sheepdog there to protect you. If
you want to be a wolf, you can be one, but the sheepdogs
are going to hunt you down and you will never have rest,
safety, trust or love. But if you want to be a sheepdog and
walk the warrior’s path, then you must make a conscious
and moral decision every day to dedicate, equip and
prepare yourself to thrive in that toxic, corrosive moment
when the wolf comes knocking at the door.
For example, many officers carry their weapons in
church.? They are well concealed in ankle holsters,
shoulder holsters or inside-the-belt holsters tucked into
the small of their backs.? Anytime you go to some form
of religious service, there is a very good chance that a
police officer in your congregation is carrying. You will
never know if there is such an individual in your place of
worship, until the wolf appears to massacre you and your
loved ones.
I was training a group of police officers in Texas, and
during the break, one officer asked his friend if he carried
his weapon in church. The other cop replied, “I will never
be caught without my gun in church.” I asked why he
felt so strongly about this, and he told me about a cop he
knew who was at a church massacre in Ft. Worth, Texas
in 1999. In that incident, a mentally deranged individual
came into the church and opened fire, gunning down
fourteen people. He said that officer believed he could
have saved every life that day if he had been carrying
his gun. His own son was shot, and all he could do was
throw himself on the boy’s body and wait to die. That cop
looked me in the eye and said, “Do you have any idea
how hard it would be to live with yourself after that?”
Some individuals would be horrified if they knew this
police officer was carrying a weapon in church. They
might call him paranoid and would probably scorn him.
Yet these same individuals would be enraged and would
call for “heads to roll” if they found out that the airbags
in their cars were defective, or that the fire extinguisher
and fire sprinklers in their kids’ school did not work.
They can accept the fact that fires and traffic accidents
can happen and that there must be safeguards against
them.
Their only response to the wolf, though, is denial, and
all too often their response to the sheepdog is scorn and
disdain. But the sheepdog quietly asks himself, “Do you
have and idea how hard it would be to live with yourself
if your loved ones attacked and killed, and you had to
stand there helplessly because you were unprepared for
that day?”

It is denial that turns people into sheep. Sheep are
psychologically destroyed by combat because their
only defense is denial, which is counterproductive and
destructive, resulting in fear, helplessness and horror
when the wolf shows up.
Denial kills you twice. It kills you once, at your moment
of truth when you are not physically prepared: you didn’t
bring your gun, you didn’t train. Your only defense was
wishful thinking. Hope is not a strategy. Denial kills
you a second time because even if you do physically
survive, you are psychologically shattered by your fear
helplessness and horror at your moment of truth.
Gavin de Becker puts it like this in Fear Less, his superb
post-9/11 book, which should be required reading for
anyone trying to come to terms with our current world
situation: “...denial can be seductive, but it has an
insidious side effect. For all the peace of mind deniers
think they get by saying it isn’t so, the fall they take
when faced with new violence is all the more unsettling.”
Denial is a save-now-pay-later scheme, a contract written
entirely in small print, for in the long run, the denying
person knows the truth on some level.
And so the warrior must strive to confront denial in all
aspects of his life, and prepare himself for the day when
evil comes. If you are warrior who is legally authorized
to carry a weapon and you step outside without that
weapon, then you become a sheep, pretending that
the bad man will not come today. No one can be “on”
24/7, for a lifetime. Everyone needs down time. But
if you are authorized to carry a weapon, and you walk
outside without it, just take a deep breath, and say this to
yourself...
“Baa.”
This business of being a sheep or a sheep dog is not a
yes-no dichotomy. It is not an all-or-nothing, either-or
choice. It is a matter of degrees, a continuum. On one
end is an abject, head-in-the-sand-sheep and on the other
end is the ultimate warrior. Few people exist completely
on one end or the other. Most of us live somewhere in
between. Since 9-11 almost everyone in America took
a step up that continuum, away from denial. The sheep
took a few steps toward accepting and appreciating
their warriors, and the warriors started taking their job
more seriously. The degree to which you move up that
continuum, away from sheephood and denial, is the
degree to which you and your loved ones will survive,
physically and psychologically at your moment of truth.

Reprinted by permission from the book On Combat, by Lt. Col. (Retired) Dave Grossman.
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20th Annual TCHA Conference Registration Form
March 31, 2017 & April 1-2, 2017
Y.O. Ranch Hotel2033 Sidney Baker Street, Kerrville, Texas(830) 257-4440
Open to Everyone

TM

Name & Address

Email
Phone

Guest Name(s):
For conference items ordered that include the banquet (*), please
identify how many Surf/Turf____ and/or ____Chicken Wellington dinners
Luncheon/Classes/Banquet combination (*) [Note: Does not include range day.]

Per Person
Cost
Number

Amount

$129.00

Life Member’s combination, includes all of the above (*)

$99.00

Junior rate (16 or under) combination, includes all of the above (*)

$59.00

Friday Only Classes [Note: Does not include range day.]

$30.00

Saturday Only Classes [Note: Does not include range day.]

$30.00

Luncheon and Banquet Only (*)

$89.00

Luncheon Only

$30.00

Banquet Only (*)

$59.00

Range Day-PM, Friday, March 31, afternoon shoot (separate cost, not part of any other item) $30.00
Range Day-AM, Saturday, April 1, morning shoot (separate cost, not part of any other item) $30.00
Raffle Donation (per ticket)

$10.00
Total Paid
[NOTE: Registrations submitted
after March 24th add $10.00]

Mail with payment or credit card information to:
TCHA Conference Registration
PO Box 161713
Austin, Texas 78716-1713

Early registration helps us plan better accommodations and provide our participants with the best conference
experience. Check http://txcha.org/2017-annual-conference/ for hotel information and schedule updates.
Credit card:
Card Number

Exp: mm/yy

MC


Visa


CVV #

Disc


AmEx


Credit card address

Signature

www.txcha.org

Date
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Handgun raffle ticket for a Glock certificate (winner choice from several listed models) - raffle will be drawn at the
member’s meeting April 2, 2017.
Name:
Phone number:
$10 per ticket. Need not be present to win. Include with conference registration form and/or mail tickets with
donation to TCHA, PO Box 161713, Austin, Texas 78716

Handgun raffle ticket for a Glock certificate (winner choice from several listed models) - raffle will be drawn at the
member’s meeting April 2, 2017.
Name:
Phone number:
$10 per ticket. Need not be present to win. Include with conference registration form and/or mail tickets with
donation to TCHA, PO Box 161713, Austin, Texas 78716

Handgun raffle ticket for a Glock certificate (winner choice from several listed models) - raffle will be drawn at the
member’s meeting April 2, 2017.
Name:
Phone number:
$10 per ticket. Need not be present to win. Include with conference registration form and/or mail tickets with
donation to TCHA, PO Box 161713, Austin, Texas 78716

Handgun raffle ticket for a Glock certificate (winner choice from several listed models) - raffle will be drawn at the
member’s meeting April 2, 2017.
Name:
Phone number:
$10 per ticket. Need not be present to win. Include with conference registration form and/or mail tickets with
donation to TCHA, PO Box 161713, Austin, Texas 78716

Handgun raffle ticket for a Glock certificate (winner choice from several listed models) - raffle will be drawn at the
member’s meeting April 2, 2017.
Name:
Phone number:
$10 per ticket. Need not be present to win. Include with conference registration form and/or mail tickets with
donation to TCHA, PO Box 161713, Austin, Texas 78716
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Conference Sponsors & Donors

charterfirearms.com

firearmslegal.com

us.glock.com

guncrafttraining.com

independenceranch.com

justrightcarbines.com

slip2000.com

fnamerica.com

hillcountryshootingsports.com

kangaroocarry.com

texaslawshield.com

www.txcha.org
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TCHA Store

For fastest service, order directly from our e-store at shop.txcha.org. For those without internet
access, please fill out and mail this page to Texas Concealed Handgun Association, P.O. Box 161713,
Austin, TX 78716 or call 866-516-5117.

CLASSROOM AIDS

Sign set (TABC 51% Eng. & Span., 30.06/30.07 Eng. & Span., TABC Felony Notice) $20 Qty
TCHA Standardized Student Workbook (8 ½ x 11, spiral bound)
50+ copies, $6 each. 10-49, $8 each. 1-9, $12 each.
Qty
TCHA Standardized Power Point DVD (2015 Edition – covers 2015-2016 LTC Laws)
The definitive lesson plan, companion to the workbook listed above $30 Qty
Traveler’s Guide to the Firearms Laws of the Fifty States (Current Edition)
by J. Scott Kappas $15
Qty

Price $
Price $
Price $
Price $

TCHA Logo Merchandise

Window Decal (3” Round, exterior) $3
Qty
TCHA Patch (3” Round, embroidered) $5
Qty
TCHA Life Member Patch (4” tall X 3” wide, round plus rockers, embroidered)
Available only to Life Members) $5
Qty
TCHA Hat (Port & Company, Adjustable, 2” Round Logo) $15
Qty
Colors: Black, Red, Grey, Sangria
List Color choices(s):

Price $
Price $
Price $
Price $

Other merchandise with the TCHA logo is available only through our e-store, shop.txcha.org.

Shipping:
Less than $10.00 = .49¢
$10.00 - $19.00 = $7.00
$20.00 - $49.99 = $10.00
$50.00 - $74.99 = $13.00
$75.00 - $99.99 = $17.00
$100.00 - $299.00 = $21.00

Shipping $___________

$300.00 - $399.00 = $30.00
$400.00 - $499.00 = $35.00
$500.00 - $599.00 = $45.00
$600.00 - $699.00 = $55.00
$700.00 - $799.00 = $65.00
$800.00 & over = $75.00

Subtotal $___________
*Sales TAX @ 8.25% $__________
Total $___________
*Sales tax includes a tax on shipping per the Texas Comptroller

Name:
Mailing Address:
City:
Home Phone:

County:

St.

Zip:

Bus. Phone:

E-Mail Address:
Card Number:

Exp. Date:
www.txcha.org
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CVV#

Revision 10/2016

TEXAS CONCEALED HANDGUN ASSOCIATION
PO Box 161713, Austin, TX 78716-1713

Membership Application or Renewal
TM

Name
Street Address
City

County

State

Zip Code

Mailing Address (if different)
Home Phone

Business Phone

Cell Phone

E-Mail

Membership Category: [Mark (X) By All That Apply]
 Texas License to Carry (LTC) Instructor #
 Texas License to Carry (LTC) Permit Holder #
 Out-of-State Concealed Handgun License Instructor or Permit Holder #
 Active or Retired Law Enforcement Officer

 Concerned Citizen

 Current Member #

I want to join as:  Annual Membership (New member or Renewal) $30  3-yr Membership (New Member or Renewal) $80

 Life Membership $600
Payment Options:

 Cash

 Senior Life Membership $300 (65 years +)
 Check or Money Order

Card Number

 Credit Card (complete the following)

Expiration Date (mm/yy)

I wish to receive the Newsletter by:

 Email

CVV Code

 Paper

Referred to the association by:
As a member of the Texas Concealed Handgun Association, I will
1) Promote informed responsible handgun safety, ownership and education,
2) Uphold the Federal and Texas Constitutional rights and privileges of every law-abiding person to own, possess and use firearms,
and
3) Support the Texas Concealed Handgun Association's legislative and regulatory advocacy mission.

Signature

Date

If you are a Texas LTC Instructor, please submit a copy of your Texas LTC Instructor Certificate with this application.
*** Membership dues payable to the Texas Concealed Handgun Association
(TCHA) are not tax deductible for federal income tax purposes ***

www.txcha.org

(Revised 10/1/2015)
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Texas Concealed Handgun Association
P.O. Box 161713
Austin, TX 78716
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Your Membership Expires:
Check out our new Facebook page and friend us for all updates.

Help the Association Save Money...Check your membership expiration date and
RENEW your membership NOW!
To keep updated on Texas reciprocity, check DPS website at:
http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/RSD/CHL/Legal/Reciprocity/index.htm
or Texas Concealed Handgun Association’s website at: http://txcha.org/texasltc-information/texas-ltc-reciprocity/

FIREARMS PROGRAM

Texas LawShield
Firearms Legal
Defense Program

Call 855-478-6607
www.texaslawshield.com

