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Problems with our bulk rates on postage prevent us 
from printing raffle tickets in our newsletter.  You 
can go on-line to our web-site “txchia.org “ to 
download and print as many raffle tickets as you 
like.  Need not be present to win. 
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Texas Concealed Handgun Association 
 P.O. Box 116   Ropesville, TX 79358 

866/516-5117 
Business Hours:  Monday-Friday   9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

www. txchia.org 

THE CONCEALED HANDGUN 
 The Concealed Handgun is published Quarterly for the benefit of members to provide news 
and educational information of mutual  interest.  The association is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or photographs.  Comments or opinions expressed in by-lined text 
should not be considered official views of the association, its officers, or directors.  Members 
are invited to submit material for publication to the following mailing address:  
               Submit articles to  George Pena  6873 TX. Hwy 55 Uvalde, TX 78801  or 

bulldog@gpena.net  
Newsletter available on-line in color @  www.txchia.org 

     
The Texas Concealed Handgun Association is a membership organization.  Its objectives and 
purposes are: to  promote the continuation and improvement of the Texas Concealed Handgun 
(CHL) Law; represent the standards and concerns of members to the general public, news 
media, Department of Public Safety and legislators; to promote responsible firearms safety and 
ownership; to provide current information to members about the laws, lesson plans and topics 
related to the Concealed Handgun License program; to promote high standards of instruction 
and training; and to support the right of responsible, law abiding citizens to own, keep and 
lawfully carry firearms for personal protection. 
        Association Officers                                                            Board of Directors 
       President: Rick Mackey                                                         Larry Arnold, Kerrville 
       Exec. Vice-President: George Pena                                  Chris Bird, San Antonio 
      1st Vice-President: Dean McCormick                                      Rick Mackey, Dallas 
      2nd Vice-President: Larry Feille                                            Dean  McCormick, Cedar Creek 
      Secretary:  Bill Titus                                                                Larry Feille, Dallas 
      Treasurer:  Ron Ryle                                                               Frank Niemec, Crosby 
                                                                                                          Merle Niemec, Crosby 
                                                                                                         George Pena, Uvalde 
                                                                                                          Bill Titus, Ropesville 
                                                   Newsletter Editor:  George Pena   

Starting in 2011, this newsletter will be a “quarterly” newsletter. It 
will go out only four times per year. Also, if you wish to receive it via 
E-MAIL  you can opt for it on-line at our website, call the office, or 
return the enclosed change of service memo. 

Or do nothing, and nothing will change. 
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Questions And Answers 
 

Larry Arnold 

I am a full time resident of South Carolina and am have a ccp in this state. I am also 
an RVer who spends several months per year in the San Antonio area. 

  
I am interested in getting a Texas CHL primarily because it allows me to carry in many 
more states than does the SC license. 
  
I have researched the Texas residency requirements but I am having a hard time inter-
preting the clause that allows non-residences to apply. Can you elaborate? Can I get a 
license by paying the additional fee for out of state background check. Can I sign up for a 
handgun class while I am in Texas and do everything required or do I need to do some 
footwork prior to taking the class? 

A resident of any state can get a Texas CHL at no additional expense. You must take 
the class in Texas, but you may apply for the license over the internet from anywhere. 
Check our description at http://www.txchia.org/getchl.htm. San Antonio instructors are 
listed at http://www.txchia.org/inst4c.htm.  
  
Note that there are a few states like Colorado and Florida that don’t accept non-
resident licenses. 

Larry, 
I seem to recall reading somewhere recently that Iowa has agreed to honor valid CHLs from other 
states.  I've searched our TCHA and other sites and find what we've already known, that Texas rec-
ognizes Iowa's concealed carry permits but not the other way around.  Do you have more informa-
tion on this?   
We frequently travel to Iowa and have no issue with Oklahoma, Kansas or Missouri.  You might 
not think there is much need to carry in Iowa but my brother-in-law and his family were victims of 
a random drive-by shooting one night while driving I-35 about Christmas time.  Windows were 
blown out by the shotgun blast but only minor injuries to my brother-in-law - thankfully.  The 
shooters, however, were never found. 
Many thanks and see you at the convention. 
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QUESTION: I live in another state. Will Iowa honor my concealed weapon permit is-
sued in another state? 
ANSWER: Iowa will honor any valid carry permit issued by any other state and will 
grant all privileges to such permit holders as those granted to Iowa residents including 
the concealed or open carrying of a firearm (excluding those classified by Iowa law as 
offensive weapons (federal NFA or Class 3)) and the concealed carrying of other non-
firearm dangerous weapons such as knives with blades in excess of five inches, 
switchblade knives, Tasers / stun guns, or any other dangerous weapon. Non-firearm 
dangerous weapons may be carried openly without a permit. Non-firearm dangerous 
weapons may also be regulated by local ordinance that is more stringent than Iowa law. 
You do not have to be a resident of the state from which your permit was issued. How-
ever, an Iowa resident may only carry with an Iowa issued permit. 
>>  Note that the new law this references does not go into effect until January 1, 2011. 
Remember to follow the Iowa carry rules. 
  

I'm currently stationed in Korea, my home of record is in the state of Colorado 
where I also have a CCW permit.  I see that your TX has reciprocity with the state of 
Colorado, my question is if I am stationed in TX for 3 years do I need to do anything 
different for my CCW permit or will the state reciprocity be sufficient. 

As long as your HOR is Colorado you should be able to carry on a CO permit. Of 
course, it wouldn’t hurt to study up on Texas requirements and such. 
 Thanks for serving. If you do get transferred here, welcome to Texas. 

Are other instructors having a problem with the fingerprint process for new applicants? Many 
of our students DO NOT apply online, they come straight to class and get the application in-
formation from us. When it comes time to do fingerprints if they make an appointment to get 
them done electronically they are refused because they have not sent their application in to 
DPS, if they send the application in to DPS without the fingerprint cards they are rejected. 
How is this process supposed to work for people who do not use the internet, and how long 
will DPS continue to accept fingerprint cards?   

The procedure is to send the application to DPS, then get the e-prints after the application is re-
ceived. It wouldn’t hurt to enclose a note saying you will send prints through 1L. 
 Last I heard it’s e-prints only after March 1. 
 The only complaints I’ve heard are from instructors who are a long drive from the nearest 1L lo-
cation. 
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Change Address or Service 
New Address________ 

I wish to receive the newsletter via E-MAIL_____________ 
 

Name  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
City  __________________________   State_____________ Zip________________ 
 
E-MAIL  ____________________________________________________________ 

Sir, 
   We are members of your association and are concealed handgun instructors. Could you please 
tell us what you know about the Utah concealed handgun license and is it accepted by Texas? 

Utah has a four-hour new CHL class that has no shooting requirement. They will certify 
instructors that live anywhere in the U.S., and allow the class to be taught anywhere in 
the U.S. (Unlike the Texas class, which must be taught in Texas.) A Texas resident with 
a Utah license may currently carry in 30 states, including Texas. 
  
Opinions about this are mixed. Some consider a Texan having a Utah license instead of 
a Texas CHL as cheating. Others would rather have Constitutional Carry, and have no 
problem with the Utah license. Note that you can do much the same with a Florida li-
cense, not just Utah’s. Florida has no CHL course, their licenses require a general shoot-
ing class. 
  
There are disadvantages for a Texan with a Utah CHL. Four states, so far, will not accept 
a non-resident Utah CHL as valid. They are Colorado, New Hampshire, Michigan, and 
Florida. A Texan with a Texas CHL can carry in 32 states. 
  
Also, the Utah license class doesn’t teach Texas law pertaining to self-defense and fire-
arms. And if, God forbid, I ever end up in court defending a self-defense shooting I don’t 
want to have to explain to the jury why I have a Utah license instead of a Texas CHL. 
  
Finally, what I’m quoting is CURRENT law. There’s a bill in the Legislature that would 
prohibit carrying in Texas with any out-of-state CHL if your primary residence is Texas. 
Other state legislatures are also concerned about the practice, and may change their 
laws as well. 
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Hall did not go outside because she didn’t know if there were 

A Tale of Two Bucks 
Bill Titus 

It was the end of our late season deer hunt for does and spike bucks only.  I had a tag left and 
some room in the freezer, so I decided to spend some time in the deer blind hoping to finish 
out the season on a positive note.  Of course, since it was a doe season, all  I saw were bucks.  
But there were two young forkhorn bucks that caught my attention that day. Those two bucks 
were nearly identical in size, age and antlers.  They could have been mistaken for the same 
deer under other circumstances.  And under different conditions, they could have been easily 
mistaken for some of my CHL students. 
You see, the first deer acted as though it was regular deer season.  He approached from the 
east, staying mostly hidden in the mesquite thickets.  Only a sharp eye, good binoculars and 
luck let me spot his approach.  As I watched him, he frequently stopped to curl his upper lip, 
smelling for danger in a deer’s way.  He watched carefully as he moved through the thicket.  
Like a much older buck, he carefully avoided the feeder, never approaching the corn covered 
ground below the barrel.  He deftly circled the feeder, never coming closer than twenty yards, 
and moving down-wind of my blind, before leaving the area where he sensed the danger. The 
predator or hunter who sets their sights on this deer will have their work cut out for them if 
they successfully harvest this crafty animal. 
About forty-five minutes later the second deer approached.  Unlike his earlier counterpart, deer 
number two approached with no apparent sense of danger.  He came from the north, across 
open ground.  He crossed the dry riverbed and walked up the established trail passing almost 
directly beneath the elevated blind.  There was no awareness of possible danger as he casually 
walked the trail between the blind and the oil-field road nearby, no rushing from bush to bush , 
no attempt at stealth or concealment. Deer number two went directly to the feeder, crawled un-
der the hog panels that keep hungry cattle away from the deer corn.  For the next fifteen min-
utes this deer-with-no future leisurely strolled around the feeder pen, completely unaware of 
his surroundings. By next season, with a little more bulk and a little larger rack, he will be a 
prime candidate for opening day buck fever. 
There are more people than I can imagine who have much in common with deer number two.  
These good folks (and I’ve had many of them in my CHL classes) live out their days oblivious 
to their surroundings.  They are the folks you see digging through their purse for their car keys 
while carrying a stack of packages through the busy parking lot.  They are the well meaning 
people who fail to scan the area around them in the restaurant, or other public place.  They are 
the average person who is simply not alert to the possible dangers around them.  To often, we 
call them victims. 
In each of my CHL classes we address the concept of situational awareness at the very begin-
ning of the class, long before we discuss shooting skills, gun selection and legal issues.  Per-
sonal safety begins with an awareness of one’s surroundings and the formulation of a plan for 
security.  Far more important than the decision to carry a firearm is the decision to use one’s 
brain, to pay attention to the who and what that makes up our immediate setting.  Understand-
ing the elements of confrontation and the action-reaction cycle (planning and training) is  more 
likely to get us out of harm’s way than that Dirty Harry special we’ve been packing. 
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If learning to scan your area and pay attention to your surroundings is the first rule of personal 
safety, learning to trust your instincts is certainly the second rule.  It has taken my very intuitive 
wife the better part of four decades to teach me this lesson.  Our brains often process information 
in ways we don’t understand and can’t logically process.  Does a situation make you feel uneasy?  
Do you feel like something is wrong, but you can’t put your finger on it?  That is intuition telling 
you to watch out.  Trust your feelings.  If your “gut” is telling you something is not right about the 
people in the mall parking lot, avoid them.  Take a different route.  Pay particular attention to the 
who and what of your circumstance.  Move up a color on the awareness scale, from yellow 
(aware) to orange (heightened awareness). Your brain is processing previous experiences and 
comparing that to the moment while warning you of suspicious stimuli. 
Your brain is by far your most important defensive weapon.  Practicing the tools of situational 
awareness is as important as practicing with our firearms. Think, observe, and be safe. 
 
 

 
More Reciprocity                  By Larry Arnold 
As of January 1, 2011, Iowa implemented a new concealed carry law. According to their DPS 
website at http://www.dps.state.ia.us/asd/SF2379_FAQ.pdf they will honor a valid CHL from any 
state. This information hasn’t made it to the Texas DPS reciprocity list yet. 
Also, the Texas DPS list leaves out Minnesota. According to their DPS FAQ at http://
www.dps.state.mn.us/bca/CJIS/Documents/CarryPermit/States.html they also accept the Texas 
CHL. 

That brings the number of states where a Texan with a Texas CHL can carry concealed to 
33. Reminder: When in other states, you have to follow their rules. The TCHA reciprocity list at 
http://www.txchia.org/recip.htm has links to state CHL information wherever I can find it avail-
able. 
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14th Annual TCHA Conference Registration Form  
March 5 & 6, 2011  

YO Ranch Resort Hotel & Conference Center—Kerrville, Texas  
2033 Sidney Baker Street—877/967-3767  

Instructions: Please type or print clearly! WWSISYG (What we see is what you get)! The in-
formation you provide - name, address, phone number and membership number will be used 
to verify membership and status. Membership must be current at the time of the confer-
ence. Due to contractual obligations to host this event, no refunds will be given once registra-
tion is received.  
 
Name: _________________________________________ Home Phone: ________________  
 
Home Address:___________________________________   
 
Street City State Zip Code ______________________________ 
 
T.C.H.A. Membership Number ______________  
 
I understand that my membership must be current at the time of the seminars/banquet; 
otherwise, I will be charged an additional $20 annual dues. Based on my membership 
status, enclosed is my payment: Early Registration - (before February 6, 2010—save $$)  
 
Seminar/Banquet/Fun Shoot Registration – Saturday, March 5, 2011  
Fun Shoot _____ participants @ $15.00 ea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . = ______________  
Luncheon & Seminars Only _____ participants @ $60.00 ea.. . . . . . . . . . . = ______________  
Banquet Only _____ participants @ $55.00 ea. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .= ______________  
Lunch/Seminars/Banquet Combo _____ participants @ $80.00 ea. . . .  = ______________  
 
Late Registration - (after February 6, 2011)  
Seminar/Banquet Registration – Saturday, March 5, 2011  
Luncheon & Seminars Only _____ participants @ $80.00 ea. . . . . . . . . . . . = ______________  
Banquet Only _____ participants @ $75.00 ea. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . = ______________  
Lunch/Seminars/Banquet Combo _____ participants @ $100.00 ea. . . . .    = ______________  
 
                Total Enclosed  $ _________________  
 
Mail Check and Registration Form To:  
T.C.H.A. Seminar Registration  
P.O. Box 116  
Ropesville, Texas 79358 
 

                          ( Early registration helps us to plan better accommodations ) 
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Lineup for the Conference 
   

  Saturday morning March 5th.  will meet in the lobby for the trek to “Hill 
Country Shooting Sports Center” for the fun shoot. 

  Lunch 
“A special tribute to the 1911” 

    After lunch we will hear from TSRA rep. Alice Tripp,   
    

We have a use of force clinic from our own instructors, Dean, Larry, Erwine, Gail, Judd, 
Bill, Kathy, and whoever else I can get to add their input.   

   
  Later we will hear from Austin Davis from KANGAROO CARRY.COM.   

 
  Before we meet at the banquet you are all welcome to join us for a drink at the  hospital-
ity room hosted by the folks at CHL Protection Plan.  (This is my favorite part) 

 
The banquet will be a treat because we have Erwine Ballarta as a speaker.  Along with all 
the people he has been a bodyguard for there is a wide variety of teaching skill to give an 
account of.  You can check him out @ cso-usa.com 

 
Sunday morning we have our annual meeting and elections.  We will elect three board 
members and new officers.   

      
 
 This years raffle gun will be a Springfield XD 

sub-compact in .40 cal.  

We will also raffle off two (2) Taurus Judges .45/410 
at the annual meeting on Sunday morning 
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From the President..................................Rick Mackey 
  
MAKE YOUR PLANS NOW! 
  
Time is running out to register for the 14th Annual TCHA Conference in Kerrville, 
Texas.  The annual event will be March 5th and 6th at the Y O Ranch Resort in Kerrville.  We 
have an exciting line up of guest speakers and events this year including a fun shoot.  Be sure 
to invite your fellow gun enthusiasts, friends and family.  We will have several surprises this 
year as we celebrate the 100th birthday of the Model 1911.  And we are raffling some great 
handguns including the Springfield XD .40 Caliber subcompact and two Taurus Judges.  Call 
and register today and print your raffle tickets for the XD off of our website and mail them to-
day. 
  
The political climate remains fragile in this country in light of the recent tragic events in Tuc-
son.  Stay diligent and keep contacting your state and national legislators regarding attacks on 
our 2nd Amendment rights.  Do not let up and let the mainstream media know that it was a nut 
case in Tucson not a "challenged" young student with a gun.  Political correctness is pretty 
much out of hand when it comes to these horrific events and we need to remind the law makers 
in this country that harsher anti gun laws will restrict the law abiding citizens with virtually 
no impact on the lunatics, fanatics and criminals out there.  So much for my rant.  Be aware 
and stay safe.  See you in Kerrville!!   

“Personally, I carry a gun because I'm too young to die and too old to take 
an ass whoopin'.”  
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Lessons from Tucson 
By Larry Arnold 
There are lots of folks writing about what we can learn to prevent incidents like the shooting in 
Tucson. But what can we learn from the incident itself? 
Obviously, have a gun. Yes, it was a routine day, the sun was shining, the birds were chirping. 
That's when you most need to carry. Trouble doesn't wait for an invitation, and active shooters 
don't RSVP. But this lesson has been covered, exhaustively, so let's move on. 
The first lesson specifically from Tucson is that we the people are learning how to respond to ac-
tive shootings. Instead of dropping the ground and praying that the shooter would select someone 
else, some of the people in the crowd in Arizona tackled him. They thereby prevented further car-
nage. This is a continuation of the 9/11 lesson in that we no longer follow the philosophy of "if he 
wants the plane give him the plane, otherwise somebody might get hurt." 
For the second lesson let's set up a scenario. You are in the middle of a crowd that has formed 
around a VIP. You are carrying, of course. You are in Condition Yellow. Just as you notice one of 
the people within arm’s length of you is acting twitchy, he pulls out a gun and aims at the VIP. 
What do you do? 
By the time you draw and fire he will be shooting, most likely hitting the VIP. This isn't televi-
sion, where a handgun can knock a bad guy over a car. Even after you double tap the shooter, he 
might still be able to get off several more shots, and maybe shoot you. Particularly in situations 
like the Tyler shooting where the shooter was wearing a protective vest. 
Besides, do you really want to pull out your gun and start shooting in the middle of a crowd? 
You're firing, he's moving, everybody else is ducking, and maybe somebody is trying to tackle 
you. That adds up to a pretty good chance of shooting somebody innocent. 
In this limited situation it might be quicker and safer to knock the shooters arm up, then tackle 
him or go for his gun, while you're yelling for help. If he's using a semi auto, remember that if you 
interfere even slightly with the slide, you can cause a jam. 
Leaving your gun in its holster has an additional advantage. You're less likely to be mistaken for 
the shooter. 
For the third Tucson lesson let's back off a bit. You see the shooter pull his gun, but he's out of 
your immediate reach. Somebody else tackles him. You arrive just in time to pick up his gun, or 
take it out of his hand. You're in the middle of an active shooting holding the gun that was fired. 
Again you need to minimize the possibility of being mistaken for the shooter. 
A simple way of accomplishing that is, don't hold the gun like a gun. Instead of the grip, grasp it 
by the barrel or with your hand over the top of the slide, then hold it up over your head. That way 
you look less like someone who is about to fire more shots. 

Obviously for an armed CHL a physical attack isn't the school solution. In the middle of a 
crowd, however, it deserves consideration. Just because we carry hammers doesn't make every-

“Custom Made Holsters For Your Handgun” 
Send e-mail with gun type and model to: 

g.schwenk@yahoo.com 
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Pre- and Post-CHL Training  Announcing  an “Ideas” Clearinghouse 
 
Salado, Texas.  July 18, 2010. 
One of the ideas that came out of our Summer Planning Session was that the basic DPS-
specified CHL training course does pretty well, but it doesn’t necessarily “meet everybody 
where they are” or “take them where they need to go,” if you’ll pardon my education-speak.  
Some folks aren’t sure they want a CHL, or don’t even know how to decide if they want one.  
Other folks finish the course, get their license, and then are left with an uncomfortable lack of 
direction.  “OK, fine.  Now I’ve got a license.  What do I do now?” 
Another idea that came to the table had to do with shooting and guns in general, rather than spe-
cifically geared toward self-defense carry.  What are the means that shooters use to introduce 
non-gunny folks to shooting, so they’ll have an easier transition into gun familiarity?  This has 
both hobby/sport-shooting and political implications, with the idea being that people who have 
had a pleasant experience, and a little familiarity, with guns will be less likely to fall prey to anti
-gun propaganda and hysteria, than someone with ZERO shooting experience. 
It turns out that a lot of people are doing things in these directions, but thought they were nearly 
the only ones.  Nobody was cross-talking or sharing ideas – so they were missing ideas that 
could help the “movement” and in some cases missing teaching opportunities. 
One of the ideas introduced was that the TCHA should look into hosting an online forum for 
exchange of these kinds of ideas.  But, until that becomes a reality, I’m going to become the As-
sociation’s “clearinghouse” for such ideas and information.  I can be reached at dbmtx@att.net. 
So, what has anybody, instructor or not, done in these situations? 

General firearms introduction/familiarization. 
Pre-CHL instruction for novice shooters. 
Post-CHL practical/tactical training. 

I have a couple of ideas and experiences myself, but the point of this is not just for me to spout 
off, but to get member input so we can offer some really helpful “what works, what doesn’t” 
advice to all.  Next planning session is scheduled for August 20-21 2011 in Salado at the 
“Stagecoach Inn.” 
                                                                                                  Dean McCormick 
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After the CHL 
Steven Vandermolen 
 
The day has finally come; you have paid all your fees, sat in an uncomfortable chair for the long 
classroom session and demonstrated your ability to hit a stationary target at ranges out to 15 
yards.  You are now permitted to carry a concealed handgun.  For the great majority of permit 
holders, the process ends here.  They have their permit, their gun, some ammunition and the abil-
ity to carry.  The second amendment of the constitution guarantees the right to bear arms, the 
Concealed Handgun License (CHL) gives us the privilege to carry on our person but neither gives 
you the ability to shoot.  Quite frankly, owning a handgun no more makes you a shooter than 
owning a piano makes you a piano player.  Both the handgun and the piano share one thing in 
common; it takes training to learn the skills needed to use them and regular practice to maintain 
them. 
 
Taking your CHL class should be considered a beginning, not an end.  The class provides you 
with some basic information.  It does nothing to give you the skills you will need to use the hand-
gun to protect yourself or your loved ones.  You need to go out and get some real training on 
when and how to use the firearm in situations where you have to deploy it in less than ideal condi-
tions.  Real defensive situations seldom involve a stationary target at a known distance.  You also 
need to be able to hit a target quickly while you are moving, because if you are not moving while 
you are engaging an adversary, you will be a victim.  Failing to obtain good training after you get 
your CHL is in my opinion irresponsible.  If you have only completed the minimum requirements 
to get the permit, haven’t gotten additional training and never practice in realistic conditions you 
are a danger to yourself and others.  In addition you are exposing yourself to legal liability. 
 
What kind of skills am I talking about?  You should be able to draw your handgun from the con-
cealment you normally wear, from the holster you normally use and engage a target with two 
good hits in less than 2.5 seconds.  You should be able to draw and engage a target while backing.  
You should be able to engage multiple targets (bad people seldom work alone), you should be 
able to shoot one handed with either hand and effectively engage a target.  You should know what 
kind of malfunctions can occur when shooting and how to clear them.  You should be able to ef-
fectively hit a moving target.  You should be able to perform all of these tasks without injuring 
innocent bystanders.  Why these skills? You need them because in a real fight, you are likely to 
need one or all of them. 
 
If my preceding statements are true, and I believe they are, how can you obtain the skills to carry 
a concealed weapon and effectively use it?  There are a lot of good opportunities out there to get 
good self defense training with a handgun.  Thunder Ranch, Gunsite, Front Site, Valhala, Lethal 
Force Institute and others all offer classes that teach you how to deploy a handgun under realistic 
conditions.   
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All of these are great facilities with excellent instructors who are able to build the skills and the 
confidence to use them.  The problem is that these classes are expensive, generally require travel, 
and have a significant time commitment.  All of these institutions are great but most of us have 
neither the time nor money to attend them. 
 
In most areas you can find local instructors and some of them are very good.  But some have seen 
those who are not the real deal.  The stuff they teach you under what they call defensive tactics; 
could get you killed. 
 
So, if it takes money to go to one of the big schools what can you do while you are saving up for 
your class?  The first thing you can do is do some research.  Read books by Jeff Cooper, Clint 
Smith, Masad Ayoub, Gavin DeBecker, Col. Dave Grossman, and other experts in self defense, 
the law related to personal defense, and how the body reacts to severe stress. Books like Practical 
Shooting, On Combat, On Killing, The Concealed Handgun Manual, Effective Defense, In the 
Gravest Extreme, Principals of Personal Defense, and too many more to name, are great refer-
ences for preparing to defend your life.  While reading never substitutes for actual experience, 
there is a wealth of information out there that you will need to understand to prepare you for fac-
ing a defensive situation. 
 
For getting actual shooting experience, I recommend getting into one of the action pistol games.  
Both United States Practical Shooting Conference (USPSA) and International Defensive Pistol 
Association (IDPA) matches provide a great opportunity to get a lot of experience handling your 
pistol or revolver safely under stressful conditions. They also provide the opportunity to develop 
the skills you will need in a defensive situation. 
 
Let me make one thing clear immediately, these matches are games.  They are games because 
score is kept and no one shoots back.  Also, in the interest of safety compromise may be made in 
defensive tactics.  The benefits of participating in these matches are that you will learn to handle a 
firearm safely and get a lot of shooting time. 
 
The primary benefit is that you will learn to handle a gun safely.  Now, this may sound kind of 
strange but most shooters have not been trained to handle a gun safely.  Seriously, there is a dif-
ference between not accidentally shooting someone and handling a gun safely.  I have had a gun 
pointed at me multiple times by well-meaning people who really didn’t realize what they were do-
ing.  When challenged to watch their muzzle direction, the response was usually “it’s not loaded.”  
Now that may be true but I don’t know that.  In an action pistol match, there are a lot of guns and 
they are being carried by people with varying levels of experience.  Safety cannot and will not be 
compromised.  If you participate in one of these matches, you will be expected to control your 
muzzle direction, keep your finger off the trigger, load and unload the gun efficiently and  
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demonstrate safe gun handling skills at all times.  If you don’t you will be asked to go home?  It is 
really a great motivator. 
 
The second benefit is that you will get the opportunity to do things with a gun that you will never 
get to do at your local shooting range.  You will get to draw from a holster, engage single and 
multiple targets from contact distance to 25 yards plus, shoot on the move, shoot moving targets, 
reload a gun that goes empty when you don’t expect it, shoot with your strong hand and your 
weak hand.  You get to do all of this while there is a timer recording how long you are taking.  
Additional stress is added because you are watched by a group of strangers. 
 
The timer brings up the third benefit.  There is no easy way to duplicate the stress that someone 
faces when they fight for their life.  Dave Grossman in his book “On Combat” does a great job of 
describing the physiological effects that the stress of a life-threatening encounter has on the hu-
man body.  These effects, coupled with a lack of training or experience can drive someone to in-
action when confronted.  The best method to inoculate against the effects of stress is to be ex-
posed to it on a regular basis.  Competitive shooting creates and incredible amount of stress.  
When the timer starts, I have seen shooters do some of the strangest things.  When the timer stops, 
if you ask them to describe what they did, they can’t.  The stress causes them to lose track of eve-
rything they did from the moment the timer started.  You may not believe this but I can assure 
you, it is a fact.  It is the hardest thing for new shooter to overcome.  After a few matches, the 
ability to handle the stress increases significantly.  I have talked to competitive shooters who have 
been involved in actual gun fights and their universal reply is that the stress they felt came after 
the shooting had stopped.  During the event, they did what they had learned while participating in 
matches. 
 
Just because you have a CHL does not mean you are prepared to defend your life.  It is your re-
sponsibility as a CHL holder to make sure you are prepared.  The best ways to prepare are to get 
training, study the subject, keep your skills sharp through regular practice and inoculate yourself 
to stress.  Getting involved in competitive shooting is a great way to build your shooting skills. A 
significant side benefit is that you will meet some great people.  Most important, you will have a 
lot of fun.  Go out and find a club in your area and try it out.  You will be welcome and it will 
make you a better shooter. 
 
Information on action shooting sports can be found at: 
www.IDPA.com 
WWW.USPSA.org 

   “ You cannot save the planet. You may be able to save yourself and your 
family." 
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BOOKS 
 
THE CONCEALED HANDGUN MANUAL - 5TH EDITION   BY CHRIS BIRD             $22.95      
THANK GOD I HAD A GUN   BY CHRIS BIRD                                                                    $19.95   
THE MARK OF ABEL   BY LARRY ARNOLD                                                                       $15.95    
TEXAS GUN OWNER’S GUIDE   BY ALAN KORWIN                                                        $15.95 
 
 
                  

DPS APPROVED VIDEO LIST 
 

DVD’S  -  $23.95 each except where otherwise noted 
 

A Woman’s Guide to Firearms .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . $________ 
 
Original Concealed Carry – Techniques & Secrets of The Pros .   .   .   .   .      .   .   .   .   .   $________ 
 
Way Advanced Concealed Carry Techniques Practical Concealed Carry .   .   .   .   .   .   $________ 
 
Basic Self Defense Volume 1 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   $________ 
 
Handgun Basics  -    For Self Defense & Target Shooting .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    .   .   .   .   .   $________ 
 
                                                                                              SUB-TOTAL          $—————— 
 
                 SHIPPING  $____________ 
 
 
MAIL ORDERS TO: T.C.H.A. MERCHANDISE     TOTAL   $____________ 
      P.O. Box 116  
      Ropesville, TX 79358 
 
                     SHIPPING COSTS      
                  
SHIP TO: __________________________________________       
   FIRST          MI                          LAST 
 

   __________________________________________               
   STREET ADDRESS 
 

   __________________________________________ 
   CITY        STATE   ZIP CODE 
 

   (____)_____________________________________ 
   HOME PHONE NUMBER     TCHA MEMBERSHIP NUMBER 
 
CHARGE TO MY CREDIT CARD:  (VISA, MASTERCARD , DISCOVER OR AMERICAN EXPRESS) 
 
CARD NUMBER _______________________________________  EXPIRATION DATE  __________________  SECURITY CODE  _________________ 
 
 
              ___________________________________________________________ 
              SIGNATURE 

$20.00 - $49.99 = $5.00 
$50.00 - $74.99 = $7.00 
$75.00—$99.99 = $8.00 
$100.00 AND UP = $9.00 
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DESCRIPTION OF ITEM(S) 
 
TEXAS CONCEALED HANDGUN ASSOCIATION SHIRT   $26.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 ASSOCIATION LOGO EMBROIDERED ON A TWO-BUTTON COTTON SHIRT. 
RED OR BLACK...S., M., L, XL; $28 FOR XXL; 3XL; $32 FOR 4XL AND 5XL 
  
CAMO SHIRT   SMALL TO 6X………………..$40 
 
TEXAS CONCEALED HANDGUN ASSOCIATION HAT   $15.00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
INSTRUCTOR ASSOCIATION LOGO EMBROIDERED ON A SOLID COLOR MESH CAP. 
ONE SIZE FITS ALL.  RED,OR CAMO   
 
TEXAS CONCEALED HANDGUN ASSOCIATION PATCH   $5.00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
3” ROUND PATCH.  RED, WHITE, AND GOLD ON A BLUE BACKGROUND.  
 
T.C.H.I.A. LIFE MEMBERSHIP PATCH   $5.00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
4” PATCH (RED, WHITE, AND GOLD ON A BLUE BACKGROUND) WITH ROCKERS ANNOUNCING YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTMENT.AVAILABLE TO LIFE MEMBERS ONLY!   
 
TEXAS CONCEALED HANDGUN ASSOCIATION WINDOW DECAL   $3.00 . . . . . . . . . . . 
3” ROUND INSTRUCTOR ASSOCIATION DECAL.  RED, WHITE, AND GOLD ON A BLUE BACKGROUND. 
 
TCHA. STANDARDIZED CHL LESSON PLAN/WORKBOOK -  
6TH EDITION   $65.00  .  SOLD IN SETS OF 10.   
THE DEFINITIVE LESSON PLAN/WORKBOOK DEALING WITH THE TEXAS CHL PROGRAM.   
 
TCHA. STANDARDIZED CHL LESSON PLAN/WORKBOOK  
SINGLE COPY…..$10.00 
 
TRAVELER’S GUIDE TO THE FIREARM LAWS OF THE FIFTY STATES   $10.00 
THE MOST DEFINITIVE AND INFORMATIVE BOOK ON BEING ABLE TO CARRY FIREARMS IN THE FIFTY 
STATES.  WRITTEN BY A LAWYER IN ‘PLAIN ENGLISH’.  2010 EDITION 
 
MAIL ORDERS TO: T.C.H.A. MERCHANDISE 
P.O. BOX 116                  SUB-TOTAL $___________ 
ROPESVILLE, TX 79358               SHIPPING  $___________ 
 
 
SHIP TO: __________________________________________ 
   FIRST          MI                          LAST 
 

   __________________________________________               
                   SHIP-
PING COSTS CALCULATION 
   STREET ADDRESS 
 

   __________________________________________ 
   CITY        STATE   ZIP CODE 
 

   (____)_____________________________________ 
   HOME PHONE NUMBER     TCHA MEMBERSHIP NUMBER 
 
CHARGE TO MY CREDIT CARD:  (VISA, MASTERCARD , DISCOVER OR AMERICAN EXPRESS) 
 
CARD NUMBER _______________________________________  EXPIRATION DATE  __________________  SECURITY CODE  _________________ 
 
 
              ___________________________________________________________ 
              SIGNATURE 

TT.C.H.A. MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

QTY. 

___ 
 

___ 
 

___ 
 

___ 
 

 
___ 

 
___ 

 
___ 
___ 

$0.00 - $19.99 = $4.00 
$20.00 - $49.99 = $5.00 
$50.00 - $74.99 = $7.00 
$75.00—$99.99 = $8.00 
$100.00 AND UP = $9.00 
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Send completed application to: 
 
  Texas Concealed Handgun Association Membership 
  P.O. Box 116 
  Ropesville, TX 79358 

Membership Application or Renewal Via Newsletter 
 

DATE: ____________________ 
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY: (CHECK [  ] ALL THAT APPLY) 
 
  [     ]  (Texas Concealed Handgun License Instructor) Inst. # _______________ 
  [     ]  (Texas Concealed Handgun License Permit Holder) Lic. # _______________ 
  [     ]  (Out-of-State Concealed Handgun License Instructor or Permit Holder) 
  [     ]  (Active or Retired Law Enforcement Officer) 
  [     ]  (Concerned Citizen)    [     ]  (Current Member) Member # ___________ 
 
MEMBERSHIP: (CHECK [  ] APPROPRIATE BOX):  [   ]  CASH   [   ]   CHECK   [   ]  CREDIT CARD ___________ 
                CHECK NO. _____      LAST 4 NUMBERS 
 
 [   ]  New Member  - $20      [   ] Annual Membership - $20  [   ]  3-yr. Membership - $55 
 [   ]  Cond. Life Membership - $400 ($100 down / $100 ea. qtr.) [   ]  Life Membership - $400 
 
 
Name _________________________________________________________________________________ 
     First         Middle        Last 
 
Mailing Address  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City  ______________________ County _________________  State _____________  Zip  _____________ 
 
Home Phone (          )               -                                     Business Phone (          )               - 
 
E-mail Address _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

As a member of the Texas Concealed Handgun Association, I hereby promise to promote the continuation and improvement of the Texas Concealed Handgun 
Laws, to present the standards and concerns of the members to the general public, the Department of Public Safety and the legislators who represent us.  I further promise to 
promote responsible firearm safety, ownership and use in our communities, to provide current information to our members about the laws, lesson plans and topics related to the 
Concealed Handgun License program, and to promote high standards of instruction and training.  I will support the right of responsible, law abiding citizens to own, keep and 
lawfully carry firearms for personal protection. 
 Enclosed are  my dues for membership in the Association.   If you are a Texas CHL Instructor please submit a copy of your Texas CHL Instructor Certificate with this 
application. . 
                 
                  ________________________________ 
                  Member Signature 
                  Sponsored by _______________________ 

 
 
 
 

P.O. Box 116 
Ropesville, TX 79358 

www.txchia.org 

TEXAS CONCEALED 
HANDGUN ASSOCIATION 
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Print this out in color from the web-page. Txchia.org 
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***Membership dues payable to the Texas Concealed Handgun Association are not tax deductible for federal income tax purposes*** 

Texas Concealed Handgun Association 
P.O. Box 116 
Ropesville, TX 79358 
www. txchia.org 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
SAN ANTONIO, TX 

PERMIT# 03819 

Help the Association Save Money … Check your membership expiration date and 
RENEW your membership NOW! 

To keep updated on Texas reciprocity, check the DPS website at:   
http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/administration/crime_records/chl/chlsindex.htm   

or Texas Concealed Handgun website at:  http://www.txchia.org/ 


