
The Knock on the Door
 By Chris Bird

Deanna Eggleston was supposed to be out of 
town that day. If her then six-year-old son, Austin, 
had made it to the state T-ball tournament, she would 
have been at the championship game. Instead she 
was in the house in suburban Arlington she shared 
with her husband Lee and their son. When she 
wasn’t supervising Austin, she worked part-time as 
a reservations agent for American Airlines at Dallas/
Fort Worth International Airport.

That morning, Deanna, 33, was asleep after 
taking medication for a migraine headache. She 
awoke shortly before 11 a.m. to the noise of 
someone at her front door.

“Somebody came banging on the door and 
ringing the doorbell, just constantly, like they 

up,” she said.
Wearing her pajamas, she got out of bed and 

padded quietly to the front door where she looked 
through the peephole.

“It was a black guy. I didn’t recognize him so I 
thought, I’m just going to ignore him, forget it,” she 
said.

She went back to her bedroom and got back into 
bed. A few moments later, Deanna heard the gate 
leading to the backyard open. The gate was at the 
side of the house, right next to the bedroom. It was a 
noisy gate to open and close.

“About that time, I realized something’s wrong,” 
she said.

She got back up, picked up her cordless phone, 
and dialed 911.

Nine-one-one Operator: “Arlington nine-one-
one.”

Deanna felt a slight relief when she heard a 
woman answer her call.

Deanna: “Someone’s trying to break into my 
house.”

The operator asked her for her address and 
Deanna gave it.

Operator: “Okay, tell me what’s going on.”
Deanna: “Someone just rang my doorbell, 

banged on my door, and I went up there and didn’t 
answer it, and now they’re coming and trying to 
come through my back door.”

The operator asked Deanna for a description of 
the man. She gave as much information as she could 
remember.

the line with me.”
Deanna: “Thank you.”
There was a pause while the operator typed the 

information into her computer terminal. Meanwhile 
Deanna was arming herself. She and Lee kept three 
handguns in a GunVault cabinet with a combination 

hand is placed on the box. The buttons can be set to 
a combination that is required to open the safe. The 
GunVault was on a shelf in the bedroom closet.

The stress of the situation was increased when 
Deanna wasn’t sure she could remember the 
combination. She sighed with relief when the safe 
opened and she saw the guns inside.

Taurus – her gun.

too.”
Deanna picked up the stainless steel Smith & 

Wesson, Model 66-2 revolver with a four-inch 
Continued on pg. 3
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barrel. She felt the comforting weight of it in her 
hand. She snapped the gun safe closed in case the 
burglar got past her and found it.

Operator: “Are you there by yourself?”
Deanna: “Yes, I am.”
Operator: “What kind of gun do you have?”
No preliminary: “Have you got a gun?” Just: 

“What kind of gun do you have?” This might be 

that the average middle-class homeowner will 
have at least one gun in the house. Deanna told the 
operator she had a .38 Special then added that she 
also had a .357 Magnum.

Operator: “Do you still hear him or see him at 
the back door?”

Deanna: “I have to go back out into the other 
room.”

She followed the gun from the bedroom to the 
living room where she could hear someone trying 
to open the back door. It sounded as though he was 
trying to jimmy the lock.

Deanna: “Yes, I can still hear him.”
Operator: “What does it sound like? Describe 

what you are hearing.”
Deanna: “Sounds like somebody is messing with 

the door knob.”

door. She backed up towards her bedroom.
“I heard the back door open. That’s when my 

heart just dropped. I said, ‘Oh my God, he’s in my 
house,’” Deanna recalled.

Operator: “Do you have any cars parked in front 
of your house?”

Deanna didn’t answer. She was watching 
the living room from the hallway that led to the 
bedroom. She was not concerned with whether or 
not there were cars parked in her driveway or on 
the street. She had more immediate things to worry 
about. There was a strange man in her house and 
she didn’t know what he might do.

Deanna: “Should I tell him I have a gun?”
Operator: “I’m sorry.”
Deanna: “Should I tell him I have a gun?”
Operator: “I wouldn’t say anything. It’s your 

call because you’re there. I can’t, I don’t know that 
particular situation. If you don’t think he knows 
you’re there . . . Tell me where in the house you 
are.”

Deanna was at the entrance to the hallway 
leading sideways to the bedroom. She could see into 
the living room while exposing very little of herself. 
The hallway was dark making her hard to see. She 
watched the man she had seen at the front door only 
moments before, though it seemed like a lifetime. 
He came into the living room where there was a 
pool table covered with her son’s T-ball equipment.

“So I was watching him and as he got to the 
pool table which is getting closer to my bedroom, 
I backed up more into my bedroom. I was just 
shaking because at that point I knew that there was 
going to be a confrontation,” Deanna later recalled.

I was pretty sure that he didn’t have one. I knew he 
didn’t have a gun in his hands because I had been 
watching him.”

Operator: “He’s at the back of the house? You 
think he’s inside now? Okay.”

Deanna didn’t reply as the man was close 
enough to hear her if she said anything.

Operator: “Are you at the back of the house? Is 
he at the back of the house?”

The operator realized that Deanna couldn’t talk.
Operator: “Tap once on the phone if it’s yes.”
Her hand was shaking so badly, Deanna didn’t 

was also thinking about the operator’s question. 
Was it the back of the house or not?

“And I thought, well this is kinda the back of 
the house. There really isn’t a yes or a no, so I just 
kinda kept tapping.”

Operator: “Is he at the front of the house?”
Before she could tap an answer, the man 

rounded the corner and advanced towards the 
bedroom. She had the gun in both hands, aiming at 
him, and the phone cradled between her shoulder 
and her ear.

Deanna: “What do you need?”
She was speaking to the man who had just 

broken into her house. His answer cannot be heard 
on the 911 tape, but Deanna vividly remembered his 
reply.

“I’m looking for you,” he said.
His reply was matter-of-fact and unsettled her. 

He appeared so casual that Deanna felt he didn’t 
realize the danger he was in and that she might have 
to shoot him.
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Deanna: “Why are you looking for somebody? 
Why are you in my house?”

Her voice was strong and angry. She later found 
out from the police that the burglar was high on 
drugs and she believes he did not see the gun in her 
hand initially.

Suddenly, he seemed to realize he was within a 
half-inch trigger squeeze and quarter of a second of 
entering the great penitentiary in the sky. He threw 
his arms up to shoulder level, palms towards her, as 
if giving up. He turned around and walked back the 
way he had come until he got to the kitchen when he 
broke into a run and disappeared through the back 
door.

Operator: “Out the back door?”
Deanna: “Yes.”
Operator: “Let me know which way he goes. Can 

Deanna told the operator the man was running 
down the street in the direction of a Texaco gas 
station. The operator asked her to put down her gun 

She put the gun away and said she had done so. The 

house and said goodbye.
The 911 call lasted seven and a half minutes. It 

was the longest seven and a half minutes of Deanna’s 
life.

suspect “was able to make entry by reaching through 
a doggie door at the bottom of the door unlocking the 
deadbolt and the spring latch lock.”

About an hour later, a woman reported a 
suspicious person “carrying unusual items” near 
Interstate 20 at the south end of Lake Arlington. 
Police arrested the man and took Deanna to the 

confronted in her home.
 “That was really satisfying,” she said.

Deanna that the burglar was on drugs and probably 
would not remember her or her house. That made her 
feel safer.

After the incident, Lee put together a two-page 
email letter that he and Deanna sent to all their 

from Deanna’s experience. Deanna particularly felt 

that others should not make the mistake she did.
“My biggest mistake was not answering the door, 

not saying ‘who is it?’”
The burglar broke in because he thought the 

house was empty. If she had let him know that 
someone was home, he would have gone elsewhere. 
The police told her that usually a burglar will ask 
if a particular person, for example John, is there. 
When the person who answers the door says no one 
named John lives there, the burglar will try the same 

Then he will break in. Police suggested when the 
burglar makes that approach, the occupant should 
call 911 and report a suspicious person in the area.

Deanna has talked to her women friends and most 
of them say they do what she did and just do not 
answer the door.

She said she was very relieved when the suspect 
was caught and taken off the street. She has become 
a hero to many of her friends because of the cool way 
she stood her ground and handled the situation.

As Lee put it at the end of his e-mail: “The 
potential victim became a survivor thanks to her 
willingness to step outside her comfort zone, learn 
self defense and stand up for what is right.”

Deanna Eggleston’s story is condensed from a 
chapter in Chris Bird’s book: Thank God I Had a 
Gun: True Accounts of Self-Defense.
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TCHA Annual Conference 2013
March 1 to 3

TCHA is introducing a new and exciting element to the sixteenth Annual Conference. We will offer continuing 
education to instructors and non-instructors alike. This is the start of a program designed to improve the 
knowledge and skills of CHL holders. The goal of this program is to set a standard of excellence that may 
become the normal requirement within the CHL community. Outlined below is the conference theme, 
information regarding the classes offered, and pricing.

HOW TO SURVIVE A SHOOTING
 Advanced Training for the CHL Holder

Four ninety-minute courses will be offered: 
1.  ABC Self Defense - Erwin Ballarta 
2.  Emergency Gun Shot Trauma Treatment - Rudy Salazar 

4.  Low Light Self Defense - Austin Davis

student who completes ALL 4 COURSES at the 2013 Convention will receive a “suitable for framing” 

Saturday Night Dinner. 

Friday, March 1 
2:00 to 3:30 pm., Rudy Salazar will teach Emergency Gun Shot Trauma.
4:00 to 5:30 pm., Erwin Ballarta will teach ABC Self Defense.

Saturday March 2

3:30 to 5:00 pm., Austin Davis will teach Low Light Self Defense. 
All classes will be taught in the main room.

.... $129.00
Life Members (including all of the above) .............................................................. $99.00
Luncheon, banquet only........................................................................................... $89.00
Fun Shoot (not included in above) .......................................................................... $20.00

Please note these are rates for 2013, there will be another increase in 2014 to $149 as we continue to offer more 

GOT A GUN? GET THE RULES!
Approved by Texas DPS for CHL training.

Every gun law word-for-word and described in Plain English;
it is “Excellent” - TX St. Sen. Jerry Patterson

Far better than notes DPS gives out.
A great tool, easy to read, just $14.95

BLOOMFIELD PRESS
Big trainer discounts!     

Other books too!     Ask for our free color catalog.
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16th Annual TCHA Conference Registration Form
March 1, 2 & 3, 2013

YO Ranch Resort Hotel & Conference Center - Kerrville, Texas
2033 Sidney Baker Street - 877-967-3767

Open to Everyone

Name:       Home Phone:

Address:       City:    St:    Zip:

Additional donation
    Total paid

Payment method:

Card Issuer: [  ] MC [  ] Visa
Mail Registration Form and Check made

Name on Card:

Card #:

T.C.H.A Seminar
Registration
PO Box 161713 Billing Address:
Austin, TX 78716

City: St:        Zip:

Print as many tickets as you like

Making a donation or purchase is not required and will not increase your chances of winning.

16th Annual Texas Concealed Handgun Association

Name ________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
Phone # ______________________________________________
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If you are a Native Texan and if being out of step 
with most of the rest of the States in the Union is a 
source of pride, then our new Texas traveling laws 
should make your chest swell like a Prairie Chicken 
in full mating rut.   We are just an odd lot when 
compared with other States regarding handguns and 
vehicles.  Texas is in a very small minority of States 
that allow its citizens to drive around with loaded 
handguns in their vehicles. 

Traveling in Your Vehicle
For years, there has been more misunderstanding 

about The Law concerning handguns and vehicles 
than any other area of CHL related law.  CHL holders 
and some law enforcement folks were generally 
misinformed about what was required to travel with a 
handgun in a vehicle in the State of Texas. 

 It was generally thought you had to wear a purple 
shirt on alternate Tuesdays, going to and from a 
legitimate shooting range and/or sporting activity 
involving handguns and your domicile, one hour 
before sunrise or two hours after sunset on the odd 
months of the year with the gun in the trunk in a triple 
locked gun case with the ammunition in hermitically 
sealed boxes secured at least 10 feet from the handgun 
in order to be in compliance with the “traveling” 
statutes.   In short, it was ridiculous.  No one seemed 
to know what The Law really was on any given day.  

Thankfully, the “brains trust” we call the Texas 
Legislature, has sensibly chosen to pass legislation 
designed to educate the ignorant and clearly state the 
requirements for traveling with a handgun in your 
vehicle within the State of Texas.

Let’s start with the basics.  What is a vehicle?  

motorized mechanical device designed to carry your 
body from Point A to Point B.  Human and wind 

you want to carry a handgun on anything exclusively 
human or wind powered, you have to have a CHL and 
carry your handgun on your body. 

your revered pick’um up truck to a two wheeler 
electrical Segway and includes, among other things, 
your boat, plane, motorcycle, tractor, motor-home, 
ATV, golf cart and four wheeler.   This statute is 
primarily designed to address the transporting of a 
handgun within a personal motor vehicle.  However, if 
you are an independent contractor like a commercial 
truck driver, contractor or traveling salesman and 
own your vehicle as part of your business, this statue 
covers you also.

I’m not going to go off down a bunny trail about 

However, I will say, if you own your own business, 
you are the boss.  If you feel comfortable with your 
employees carrying handguns in your business 
vehicles you can authorize it.  I’d check with my 
insurance company before I did and make sure the 
employees had lots of training in dispute resolution 
before letting them loose on your customers.  Most 
employers I know don’t cotton to that idea unless 
they have direct control over their employees like in a 
store.

Whether you have a CHL or not, you are allowed to 
travel in your personal vehicle with a loaded handgun 
within the borders of the Great State of Texas, if you 

Traveling Under The Law

Sign Up Today!
Please Call 866.851.9744

or Visit Our Website
www.chlpp.com

Protection In Your Defense

CHL MUST READ!
pease of mind if you are involved in a self 
defense action involving the use of your handgun 
and have a current concealed handgun permit.
CHL Protection Plan provides you with 
protection in your defense through the  Grand 
Jury Process with No Deductible, and 
Compentent Criminal Defense Attorneys.



1.  You own the “vehicle”.  This means you 
purchased the vehicle, rented or leased the vehicle or 
borrowed the vehicle with permission.   It cannot be a 
commercial or business vehicle.

2.  You are not prohibited by Law from possessing 
a handgun.  This means you are not a convicted 
felon, on parole, probation or are not under a Court 
restraining order of some sort. 

3. You are not engaged in any criminal activity 

is in the vehicle.
4. You are not a member of a “street gang”.
5. The handgun is “out of plain sight”.  This is a 

legal term you need to understand.
When you are stopped in your vehicle a law 

Constitutional authority to look inside and around 
your vehicle and view anything that is in plain view. 
This includes looking under your seats, in the back 
seats, through the windows, in your truck bed and/or 
your dash board, as long as they do not lift anything 
up or open anything without your permission.

As a general rule, if they see a bulge, outline or any 
part of the handgun, your handgun is NOT “out of 

of plain sight” does not allow you to legally carry 
your handgun in the door tray, under your seat, tucked 
under your leg, stuffed between the driver’s seat and 
the center console or in one of those holsters bolted 
under your dash board.

carrying your handgun holstered on your body, in your 
purse, and in the center console or glove compartment 
of your vehicle. 

Here is a cautionary tale.  I had a CHL renewal 
student of mine lose their CHL because of some bad 
advice from a law enforcement friend.   Based on 
the advice, the CHL holder would put his handgun 
under his thigh while in his vehicle. This person was 

CHL holder was holding his Texas driver’s license and 

out from under the CHL holder’s leg and promptly 
arrested the CHL holder.  The CHL holder got the 
unalloyed pleasure of being a guest in the municipal 
jail for 31 hours and subsequently lost his CHL.

Keep your handgun out of plain sight while carrying 
it in your vehicle on the public roads.   You can 

carry your handgun anywhere you want to on private 
property.  When you go onto public roads it has to be 
“out of plain sight”. 

Consequences of the New Traveling Statue 
The most important consequence of the new 

traveling statute is that when you go to your next 

trying to “help”.  It is now possible for anyone who 

a CHL, to carry a handgun in their personal vehicle.
You can bet your life on the fact, there are some non-
CHL holders lying awake at night dreaming of the 
time they can be a hero and come to someone’s aid 
with guns blazing. 

In practical terms this means you have a better 
chance of being shot by one of these untrained yahoos 
than the bad guy.  You should go back to your mental 
“what if” scenarios and reformulate your responses 
with this in mind.  Then go to the range and practice 
multiple target exercises, just in case.  

Traveling Out of State
As I stated earlier, Texas is a unique State in 

allowing a person to carry a loaded handgun in a 
vehicle.  When you drive your vehicle out of the State 
of Texas the laws are very different.  

No matter which direction you chose to travel out 
of the State – North, South, East or West – when 
you cross the border with our neighbors, if you are 
carrying a loaded handgun in your vehicle, you are in 
serious violation of our neighbor’s traveling laws. 

 In some cases, you will only receive an expensive 
citation.  In others, you will be arrested, your handgun 
and vehicle seized and you will get to wear a stylish 

But wait a minute, you say--we have a reciprocal 
agreement with all our neighbors except Mexico.  You 
are 100% correct.

Texas does have reciprocal agreements with our 
neighboring States.   These agreements allow Texans 
with valid CHLs to carry a handgun in those States in 
accordance with that State’s CHL laws.  Reciprocal 
CHL agreements only apply when you have your 
handgun actually strapped to your body, or for you 
ladies in your purses.

Reciprocal agreements do not allow you to travel in 
other States with a handgun in a vehicle in the same 
manner you can in Texas. We do not have reciprocal 
“traveling” agreements with any State.

Most States require that your handgun be unloaded 
and stored in some type of lockable storage container.  

8
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If you have a semi-auto handgun this means the gun 
is in the breech-open, locked-back position, magazine 
removed from the gun and no cartridges in the 
magazine.  Your ammunition generally must be in the 
factory-original container, reloading container or some 
container that segregates the ammunition from the 
gun.

Yes, Texas was a nation before we were a State, 
and by damn we’ll carry our guns where and how we 
want!  But our neighbors don’t care about our history.   
Respect their traveling laws or be ready for some 
really offensive treatment.  

Last words – Education is the Best Defense. 

FROM THE PRESIDENT
condolences to the families of those affected by the tragedy in Connecticut.  It was clearly an act of evil by an 
individual with apparent mental issues.  Hopefully, the on-going investigation by the authorities will provide 
answers as they are discerned. 

The rush to judgment by the media and some politicians that this is a gun issue and that semi-automatic 
guns should be banned is a typical reaction during tragedies like the school shootings.  This country has enough 

abiding citizens in many of the so called “gun free zones” might be part of the answer.  Take a strong look at 
the mental illness issues and regulations that already exist.  Security at schools is another area that needs to 

this too radical for the United States, I think not.  Again, this is another issue that should be looked at.  There 
is a reason why the evil, deranged murderers go to schools and universities because there will be little or no 
resistance.

Bottom line, the government’s role is not to mess with our constitutional rights, but to enforce the 
Constitution and not to attempt to re-write it.

This article was originally going to be about our annual conference in Kerrville in March.  Please 
read details in this newsletter and plan to attend.  This will be one of the most important and informational 
conferences your association has ever had.

Be Safe! 

Rick Mackey
President, TCHA
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Questions & Answers from Larry Arnold

Q. Can you please let me know what “Tex Res Permits Only” mean for
Colorado for Texas concealed handgun.

A. Under Colorado law the state only respects resident CHLs, not non
resident CHLs. So if you live in Texas and have a Texas CHL, you can carry in Colorado.
If you live in Oklahoma and have a Texas CHL, or if you live in Texas and have a Florida CHL,
you can’t carry in Colorado.

Q. I was hoping you could help me out. I just moved to Texas from California. I had my CCW in 
California, I think it expires in a few months.  I also received a Florida carry permit while I was 
in California.  My question is if I want to carry in Texas, do I need to go through the same process 
by taking the class and all of that to get my Texas carry permit? Or is there something else I should
do?  Do you know if I am able to carry in Texas with the Florida permit, even though my California
one will expire?

A. Welcome to Texas!
If you want a Texas CHL you have to go through the standard process, even though you have the
others. Meanwhile you can carry on either the Florida permit or the California permit until it
expires. There are a couple of limitations to continuing to carry on the Florida permit to avoid
getting the Texas CHL. Some states (like Colorado) don’t recognize out-of-state permits. Also, if
I ever get into a shooting I don’t want to have to explain to a prosecutor or jury why I didn’t take
the Texas class, which explains Texas law.

Q. I am writing to inquire about becoming a concealed carry instructor in Texas.  I am an active duty

and I am interested in helping my peers in the military obtain their licenses.  Class costs are
often a little tough for young military members to afford, so I would like to make the class available
to them on a peer level.  The gentleman that currently offers the class on base is separating from

to help me out.  First, what are the pros and cons of getting a Texas CHL Instructor license versus

costs directly related to each class?  I assume the instructor is on the hook for providing the
materials, but I don’t know what else goes into a class fee structure.

A. Thank you for wanting to help your fellow service members become licensed. In Texas you must be

There are no longer any state fees associated with teaching a class. You do have a $100 fee to
become an instructor, and (so far) a $100 fee to recertify every two years. (We recertify in odd
numbered years, after the Legislature tinkers with the law.) Your per-student class expenses include

two copies of the student’s CHL-100 training form, and one copy of the class completion report. 
You may choose to provide other materials, like a reciprocity list. You will also be responsible for
any range fees, classroom fees, etc. The good news for your active duty students is that they don’t
have to pay the $140 state license fee.
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Get CHL recognition and reciprocity 
data, maps and more on your iPhone!

Covers all 50 States!

www.chlapp.com

Feedback from Readers
I was pleased to read the article in the recent TCHA publication about Active Shooter/Killer Course training. I 
believe that training is essential in any endeavor, and particularly so with handguns. To quote a well - known 
motivational speaker (Tony Robbins) – “Repetition is the Mother of Skill”. I always tell my CHL students that 
the Texas CHL is a “Learner’s Permit”, and that they must continue practice and training to develop and maintain 
competence. They have a great responsibility to be skillful, not only to protect themselves, but to avoid injuring or 
killing an innocent bystander. The article noted this in detail. 

But, what about the CHL holder who can’t afford to attend distant training? Also, even if the training is attended, 
how does one continue to develop the situational awareness and gun handling skills necessary for such events? 

transitions, etc.

There is an answer, and it is available throughout Texas (and other States). It’s called IDPA (International 
Defensive Pistol Association), and there are clubs that hold matches on a regular basis. As a long time IDPA 
shooter and a Texas CHL Instructor, I can state unequivocally that these matches will develop skills. You are “on 
the clock”, which is a form of pressure, and you have to think with a loaded gun in your hand. Ever tried strong 
arm, weak arm shooting ?  We do it about every weekend. Not to mention, shooting on the move, “No Shoot” 

indoor range.)

In summary, it is my opinion that CHL holders have a responsibility to maintain their skills. IDPA is about the 
best, easiest, and most convenient way to accomplish that goal. I would also say that I would recommend CHL 
Instructors do the same. If you “Talk the Talk”, you should be able to “Walk the Walk”. It also just might help 
save your life.
(Collin County IDPA has an excellent web site with links to clubs throughout Texas  

Sam Jones
Texas CHL Instructor
Capt. USN Ret.
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BOOKS
THE CONCEALED HANDGUN MANUAL - 6TH EDITION BY CHRIS BIRD ................................... $24.95

THANK GOD I HAD A GUN BY CHRIS BIRD................................................................................... $19.95

TEXAS CONCEALED HANDGUN LICENSE PRIMER BY DAN GRIFFIN ....................................... $19.95

THE MARK OF ABEL BY LARRY ARNOLD....................................................................................... $15.95

BY ALAN KORWIN......................................................................... $14.95

DPS APPROVED VIDEO LIST

.......................................................................................... $ ________

Original Concealed Carry - ..................................... $ ________

Way Advanced Concealed Carry Techniques Practical Concealed Carry .................... $ ________

Basic Self Defense Volume 1............................................................................................. $ ________

Practical Concealed Carry ................................................................................................ $ ________

Handgun Basics - .................................................. $ ________

                                                                                                                                              $ ________

                                                                                                                             Sub-Total $ ________

                                                                                                                              Shipping $ ________

TOTAL $ ________

TCHA Standardized CHL PowerPoint Lesson Plan
$49.95

Mail Orders To: T.C.H.A. Merchandise
PO Box 161713
Austin, TX 78716

Ship To:

    Name: ______________________________________

    Address: ___________________________________

    City: _______________ St. ________ Zip: ________

    Phone: _____________________________________

    TCHA Membership Number: ___________________

Shipping Costs
$0.00 - $19.99 = $4.00
$20.00 - $49.99 = $5.00
$50.00 - $74.99 = $7.00
$75.00 - $99.99 = $8.00
$100.00 and up = $9.00

Charge Credit Card: [   ] Visa    [   ] Mastercard    [   ] Discover    [   ] American Express

Card Number: _____________________________________________________________

Exp. Date: ________________________ CVV# ______________________

Signature: ________________________________________________________________
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Merchandise
Texas Concealed Handgun Association Shirt  $30.00 .................................................... $ ________
Association Logo Embroidered on a Two-Button Cotton Shirt
Red or Black...S...M...L...XL: $32.00 for 2XL - 5 XL

Texas Concealed Handgun Association Hat  $10.00 ...................................................... $ ________
Instructor Association Logo Embroidered on a Solid Color Mesh Cap
One Size Fits All. Red, Black, White, Blue, Camo

Texas Concealed Handgun Association Patch  $5.00 ..................................................... $________
3” Round Patch. Red, White and Gold on a Blue Background

T.C.H.I.A. Life Membership Patch  $5.00 ........................................................................... $________
4” Patch (Red, White and Gold on a Blue Background) with Rockers
Announcing Your Membership Commitment. Available to Life Members ONLY!

Texas Concealed Handgun Association Window Decal  $3.00 ...................................... $________
3” Round Instructor Association Decal. Red, White and Gold on a Blue Background

T.C.H.A. Standardized CHL Lesson Plan/Workbook ....................................................... $________
Jan. 2012 Edition  $65.00 - Sold in sets of 10  ($250.00  Sets of 50)

T.C.H.A. Standardized CHL Lesson Plan/Workbook ....................................................... $________
Single Copy  $10.00

................................... $________

Mail Orders To: T.C.H.A. Merchandise
PO Box 161713
Austin, TX 78716

Ship To:

    Name: ______________________________________

    Address: ___________________________________

    City: _______________ St. ________ Zip: ________

    Phone: _____________________________________

    TCHA Membership Number: ___________________

Shipping Costs

$0.00 - $19.99 = $4.00
$20.00 - $49.99 = $5.00
$50.00 - $74.99 = $7.00
$75.00 - $99.00 = $8.00
$100.00 and Up = $9.00

Charge Credit Card: [   ] Visa    [   ] Mastercard    [   ] Discover    [   ] American Express

Card Number: _____________________________________________________________

Exp. Date: ________________________ CVV# ______________________

Signature: ________________________________________________________________
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     Texas Concealed 
       Handgun Association

            Membership Application or Renewal Via Newsletter

Membership Category: (Check / / All That Apply)      Date: _____________

 [     ] (Texas Concealed Handgun License Instructor)    Inst. # __________
 [     ] (Texas Concealed Handgun License Permit Holder)    Lic. # __________
 [     ] (Out-of-State Concealed Handgun License Instructor or Permit Holder) # __________
 [     ] (Active or Retired Law Enforcement Officer)
 [     ] (Concerned Citizen)   [     ] (Current Member) Member # __________

Membership: (Check / / Appropriate Box)   [     ] Cash  [     ] Check  [     ] Credit Card

Card Number: ______________________________________  Exp. Date: ______________  CVV# _________

               Signature: _________________________________________

[     ] New Member $20  [     ] Annual Membership $20  [     ] 3-yr. Membership $55

[     ] Cond. Life Membership $400 ($100 down / $100 ea. qrt.)   [     ] Life Membership $ 400

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________ County: __________________ St. ______________ Zip: _______________

Home Phone: __________________________________  Bus. Phone: _________________________________

E-Mail Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

As a member of the Texas Concealed Handgun Association, I will:
1) Promote informed responsible handgun safety, ownership and education.
2) Uphold the Federal and Texas Constitutional rights and privileges of every law-abiding person to own, possess and use of firearms.
3) Support the Texas Concealed Handgun Association’s legislative and regulatory advocacy mission.

Enclosed are my dues for membership in the Association. If you are a Texas CHL Instructor please submit a copy of your Texas CHL Instructor 
Certificate with this application. 
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shooting, or if you just carry a gun for personal 

you’ve ever heard the name, Tueller.  But, for those few 
that haven’t, let me quickly bring you up to speed: 
In March, 1983, Salt Lake City Utah Police Sergeant 
(Ret.), Dennis Tueller, wrote an article that appeared in 
SWAT Magazine, entitled “How Close is Too Close?”.  
The article was based on experiments he and some 

shooting tests to determine the probability of an attacker, 

individual armed with a handgun.  One of the results 
of the tests was that it only takes an attacker about 
1½ seconds to close a 21 foot gap, and use a knife or 
impact weapon against an individual.  The 1½ second 
reactionary gap was born and became known as the 
Tueller Rule.
     What does Tueller tell us?  Some teach that the 

force.  Even Dennis Tueller, himself, once said in an 
interview, “[it] was to determine at what point a person 

deadly force to stop them.”
I think a better question would be, what does the Tueller 
Rule not tell us?  Tueller should never be used as the 

is not law.
     I would hasten to point out that, while your distance 

of the use of Deadly Force is based on whether or not 
you used the force in compliance with:
Penal Code
     Title 2.  General Principles of Criminal 
Responsibility

Responsibility
Subchapter A.  General Provisions
Sec. 9.32.  Deadly Force in Defense of Person.
(Read it)
     So, if the “Tueller Rule” doesn’t tell us when we are 

of what value is it?  Tueller has great value - as an early 
warning tool.

     Like many others, I have always taught that one of 
the most important things we can do to ensure personal 
security is avoid bad situations; stay out of harm’s way.  
To that end, use Tueller to help establish a safety zone 
between you and being in harm’s way.
     Use the Tueller Tool to emphasize the importance of:

Situational awareness 
Get the most out of your 1½ seconds. 

   Training 

Never quit until you win.
   Maintaining a safe zone 

Know what’s safe for you based on your   
   strengths and limitations. 
   Using deadly force as soon as it becomes 

Don’t procrastinate. 
   Moving “off-line” from your attacker 

Using every available tool at your disposal to win 
That would include Tueller. 

Practice, Practice, Practice

Tueller is not a Rule;  Tueller is a Tool

                                          By Michael Arnold



Help the Association Save Money...Check your membership expiration date and 
RENEW your membership NOW!

To keep updated on Texas reciprocity, check DPS website at:
http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/administration/crime_records/chl/chlsindex.htm

or Texas Concealed Handgun website at: http://www.txchia.org/recip.htm

Be sure and check out the CHL forum on our website
www.txchia.org

TCHA Standardized CHL PowerPoint
Lesson Plan

Texas CHL program DVD

$49.95


