
Barry Smitherman is a proven leader with strong conservative values that stands 
up to the federal government to defend Texans and the Texas Constitution. He 

has substantial experience in both the private and public sectors. As Texas Attorney 
General, Barry will use his conservative values and experiences to enforce our laws 
and secure our border. He is a passionate fighter for life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. 

Barry is an unwavering supporter of the 2nd Amendment. As a hunter, gun owner, 
and CHL holder, Barry understands the precious right to bear arms and continues 
to fight to protect that right. He has earned an A+ rating from the National Rifle 
Association and led the effort to allow law-abiding Commission employees the right 
to legally carry concealed handguns in Railroad commission buildings across our 
state. This year he also implemented the first ever agency-wide concealed handgun 
license training at the Commission.

Barry is a licensed attorney who served as a prosecutor in the Harris County District Attorney’s Office. As 
a prosecutor, Smitherman focused on keeping families safe by specializing in prosecuting family assaults and 
drunk driving cases.

Barry and his wife, Marijane, have been happily married for 27 years and are the proud parents of four 
wonderful children.
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Why do we fight?
By Mike Arnold









About ten or twelve years ago our middle son Jim brought 
his new bride Stephanie to Texas for a visit.  She is born 
and raised in Virginia just outside Washington DC, and 
never been to Texas. Like all foreigners she wanted to see 
wildlife so a friend took us out on his ranch for the full 
experience.  She was able to see deer, hogs, raccoons, and 
we even killed a rattler which made her stay real close to 
the jeep. 
  As the day went on Bobby, my friend, pointed out some 
Red Stag deer and said I could get one in a few years. 
I never thought too much about it but every time she 
heard I was going hunting she would always ask if I got 
that Red-tail Snout? I got tired of correcting her and just 
went along with the name and it got to be a regular family 
joke.  Now she’s a wonderful girl and a medical doctor by 
trade, so I know she’s just keeping me amused.  And as a 
matter of fact, I never got to go on that particular hunt at 
Bobby’s ranch. 
  Earlier last month other friends of ours invited me to get 
a Red Stag at their ranch.  Not wanting to make anyone 
feel bad, I accepted.  
  Early that Saturday the Queen and 
I headed for the ranch just north of 
Sabinal.  We met the owners and off 
in the jeep we went.  We saw all the 
big rack whitetails that you never see 
during hunting season along with 
other very exotic wildlife.  When you 
drive into the ranch there’s Bison, Elk, 
Longhorns, Aoudads, Llamas, well, 
you get the picture. As the morning 
went on, our guide Kita the owner, 
pointed out some nice “Snouts” and 
asked if I just wanted meat, or look for 
a big buck.  Before I could answer she 
spotted a nice big bull halfway up the 
hill and said, “take that one”.  I didn’t 
ask any questions and got ready for 
the shot.  I leveled off the .308 on the 
hood and took the shot.  We knew he 
was hit as he traveled up the hill.  Why 
don’t they ever come downhill?   

  We spent the next thirty minutes trekking up the hill 
looking for him.  Found him about eighty yards from 
where he was hit behind and under some brush.  Thorny 
brush.  He was too big to move so back we went to get her 
husband and the loader.  
  After loading him and getting him back to the skinning 
shed I proceeded to gut and skin.  You know the drill.
  On the way home we just couldn’t wait any longer to call 
Stephanie and tell her I finally got that Red-tail Snout I’d 
been wanting for so long.  
   I’ve sent along some photos with Kita, me and the 
illusive Red-tail Snout.  We’ve even got Kita calling them 
Red-tail Snouts. These folks are wonderful friends of 
ours and have their CHL’s and  even their offspring is our 
student.  Many of their friends have come through our 
class either at our home and range, or at their ranch and 
it’s always been fun and interesting.  
  So now you have the truth about the Red-tail Snout and 
may all your hunts be as rewarding as this was for me.    



Registration 10:00 am – 1:00 pm

Winning the Encounter, Larry Arnold 12:00 - 1:30 pm

Fundamentals of Shooting, Michael Arnold 1:45 - 3:00 pm

Couples Tactical Defense, Sheriff Jim Wilson 3:15 - 4:30 pm

Wound Trauma, Rodolfo M. Salazar Jr. 4:45 - 6:00 pm

Late Registration  4:00 – 7:00 pm
 

Registration 8:00 am –12:00 pm
Fun Shoot, Jim and Susie Tackett 7:30 am – 12:00 pm
Luncheon, Speaker-Bill Slater 12:00 - 1:30 pm
         Live Oak Room
Avoiding Criminal Assaults-GO HOME SAFE!, Herb Martin            1:30 - 3:00 pm
Legal Issues Facing CHL Instructors, Charles Cotton 3:15 – 5:00 pm
Banquet, Keynote Speaker-Barry Smitherman 7:00 – 10:00 pm
          Live Oak Room
          Door prizes and raffle drawings
President’s Reception 5:30 - 7:00 pm

 

Annual Membership Meeting 9:00 – 11:00 am

*NOTE: Photographs will be taken at all events and may be published.



Name & Address

17th

Toll Free: 1-877-967-3767 • Fax (830) 896-8189 • reservations@yoranchhotel.com

(Spouse’s Name)
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Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________ County: __________________ St. ______________ Zip: _______________

Home Phone: __________________________________  Bus. Phone: _________________________________

E-Mail Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

Card Number: ______________________________________  Exp. Date: ______________  CVV# _________



My Gun

Today I swung my front door wide open and placed my Remington 30.06 right in the doorway. I left 6 shells 
beside it, then left it alone and went about my business.

While I was gone, the mailman delivered my mail, the neighbor boy across the street mowed the yard, a girl 
walked her dog down the street, and quite a few cars stopped at the stop sign near the front of our house.

After about an hour, I checked on the gun. It was still sitting there, right where I had left it. It hadn’t moved 
itself outside. It certainly hadn’t killed anyone, even with the numerous opportunities it had been presented 
to do so.

In fact, it hadn’t even loaded itself. Well you can imagine my surprise, with all the media hype about how 
dangerous guns are and how they kill people.

Either the media is wrong or I’m in possession of  the laziest gun in the world.

Well, I’m off to check on my spoons. I hear they’re making people fat.



     Texas Concealed 
       Handgun Association

            Membership Application or Renewal Via Newsletter

Membership Category: (Check / / All That Apply)      Date: _____________

 [     ] (Texas Concealed Handgun License Instructor)    Inst. # __________
 [     ] (Texas Concealed Handgun License Permit Holder)    Lic. # __________
 [     ] (Out-of-State Concealed Handgun License Instructor or Permit Holder) # __________
 [     ] (Active or Retired Law Enforcement Officer)
 [     ] (Concerned Citizen)   [     ] (Current Member) Member # __________

Membership: (Check / / Appropriate Box)   [     ] Cash  [     ] Check  [     ] Credit Card

Card Number: ______________________________________  Exp. Date: ______________  CVV# _________

               Signature: _________________________________________

[     ] New Member $20  [     ] Annual Membership $20  [     ] 3-yr. Membership $55

[     ] Cond. Life Membership $400 ($100 down / $100 ea. qrt.)   [     ] Life Membership $ 400

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________ County: __________________ St. ______________ Zip: _______________

Home Phone: __________________________________  Bus. Phone: _________________________________

E-Mail Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

As a member of the Texas Concealed Handgun Association, I will:
1) Promote informed responsible handgun safety, ownership and education.
2) Uphold the Federal and Texas Constitutional rights and privileges of every law-abiding person to own, possess and use firearms.
3) Support the Texas Concealed Handgun Association’s legislative and regulatory advocacy mission.

Enclosed are my dues for membership in the Association. If you are a Texas CHL Instructor please submit a copy of your Texas CHL Instructor 
Certificate with this application. 




