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FROM THE PRESIDENT
The Board of Directors wish to thank those who were able to attend this year’s 18th annual TCHA
conference for your enthusiasm and positive spirit that helped make our time together both productive
and fun. It was an honor to have you there and participating in the activities. I understand that you have
many obligations and appreciate you taking time from your busy schedule to join us. My hope is that
you found the conference to be both interesting and informative. Our primary goal was to increase your
understanding of the responsibility and liability of carrying a pistol. Thank you for the comments and
suggestions and I assure you that each one will be given consideration so that future conferences will be
even more of a success. A special thank you goes to the Texas Young Lawyer Association for providing
educational material that covered the judicial process.
Not only was the conference attendees’ great, but the success of this year’s conference would not have
possible without our sponsors: Texas Law Shield, Hill Country Shooting Sports, and Winter Rock Group.
We also had several vendors who participated this year and was extremely well-received by the conference attendees. A big thanks goes out to Texas Law Shield, Parabellum Research, Kangaroo Carry, Stein
Medical Training and Consulting, Simply Rugged Holsters, Range Angel Design, Comp-tac, Alamo Dan
Knives, and Freedom Holsters. In addition to the sponsors and vendors, the following businesses, associations, and individuals provided donations for the silent action table, raffle items, and giveaways: Texas Law
Shield, U.S. Concealed Carry Association, Garrison Bros. Distillery, Parabellum Research, Cabela’s, Glock,
CC’s Concealed Carry, Director Dean McCormick, Rio Grande Custom Grips, Simply Rugged Holsters,
and Joaquin Jackson.
On another note, during this current legislation cycle, members of the association have voiced their
opinion on several proposed bills dealing with open carry, campus carry, and changes to the 30.06 sign.
Several TCHA directors have met with Senators, Representatives, or their staff in order to relay the
opinion of the association on these topics. With your support, the association will continue to grow and
become an even greater influence during this and future legislation.
Again, I sincerely thank you for choosing to be a part of the Texas Concealed Handgun Association
and hope to see returning, as well as new attendees at next year’s conference. As always, please spread the
word to all CHL holders and concerned citizens about joining this wonderful association.
If you have questions or concerns, please let us know.

TCHA Membership has its perks:
Enterprise Car Rentals will give a 5% discount when a
car is rented if they are shown your TCHA membership
card.
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TCHA Standardized CHL PowerPoint
Lesson Plan
The definitive lesson plan dealing with the
Texas CHL program (DVD)
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“History” Video Shows the Future 			

By Larry Arnold

N

ew Yorkers Against Gun Violence didn’t like recent polls showing that more Americans believe
having a gun at home is safer than not. They responded by setting up a fake gun store in New
York City. Of course they had no intention of selling firearms. Instead they showed the people who
walked in fake guns, each with a tag relating to a “gun violence” tragedy.
After secretly filming their customers, they produced a video intended to dissuade first time gun buyers.
They call their project “Guns with
History.” The customers shown on the
video seemed to be convinced.
Instead of history, however, the
video may show the future. The really
interesting part is who the customers are.
Over at Violence Policy Center a
recent study tells us that almost all the
guns in the U.S. are owned by a small
and shrinking minority of old white
guys. (https://www.vpc.org/studies/
ownership.pdf)
How many of the fake gun store’s
customers fit that demographic?
Let’s say NYAGV really opened the store
and filmed whoever came in, editing
out anyone who disagreed. You can
view it at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1nAfWfF4TjM. Pay particular attention to the customers.
I see women, men, couples, blacks, whites, and Hispanics, who are overwhelmingly young professionals.
Styles from coat-and-tie to open-shirt-and-vest to hospital scrubs to full-yuppie-beard-and-pullover.
Wide-ranging diversity, but not a bitter-clinger in the bunch.
If these are the people who come into a first-time gun store, considering a gun for self-defense, off
the streets of New York City, then gun control is over, and the gun-ban groups are left whistling in the
graveyard.

NEWS YOU CAN USE

Traveling with firearms through
airports requires special care. The TSA’s Firearms & Ammunition section states
“Travelers may only transport UNLOADED firearms in a locked, hard-sided
container as checked baggage. The container must be completely secured from
being accessed. All firearms, ammunition and firearm parts, including firearm
frames, receivers, clips and magazines are prohibited in carry-on baggage.”
Before you fly, please go to http://www.tsa.gov/traveler-information/firearmsand-ammunition for additional guidelines.
www.txchia.org
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An Attitude Adjustment
By Glenn Long
The six gun and the repeating rifle are two things
that are as much a part of Texas history as The
Alamo and long horn cattle. With handguns playing
such a big part in Texas history, how can a person
call themselves a Texan without owning a handgun
or at least having a positive attitude toward the
ownership and use of a handgun to defend oneself
or property? I was such a person.
I have never owned a handgun, mainly because
I didn’t see a reason to have one. I don’t hunt so
needing one when hunting wasn’t necessary nor do
I shoot targets for recreation. In fact, I have never
participated in any activity which required me to use
a handgun, rifle, or any other type of weapon. Is
recreation the only reason to own a handgun? Most
would argue that the main purpose of a handgun is
protection which would be a reason for me to own
one. I don’t disagree with that argument and if I felt
threatened in the places where I live, work, and play
maybe my attitude about handgun ownership would
change.
In addition to my belief that I didn’t have a
reason to own a handgun was another belief I held as
an even stronger reason for not owning a handgun.
Could I discharge a handgun to protect myself and/
or my property? I believe I could fire on a criminal
in defense of my son, grandsons, or a close member
of my family. I may fire on a criminal to protect
myself but to protect my property I just don’t know.
You can see that as the reason to fire moves further
away from loved one my doubt as to whether I could
shoot another human being increases. This is the
reason I have never owned a handgun. I have a
strongly held belief that guns especially handguns
are dangerous in the hands of an individual that is
not fully committed to shoot and kill if necessary a
criminal when defending himself, his family, or his
property. I fit squarely in that class and have for
all my life right up to the moment my attitude was
adjusted.
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by Dean McCormick and Mike Arnold

On the night of January 9, 2015 I had that attitude
adjustment. I left my home early in the evening to
get a bite to eat and as was my habit didn’t return for
a couple of hours. Being retired and single dinner
out was more than just food, it was a time to socialize
and interact with others so I seldom returned home
in less than two hours. January 9th was no different,
but this time when I returned home my small and
safe world would forever change. I exited my car
and walked to the back door, under a carport in the
back of the house – very secluded from the view of
any neighbor. As I got closer to the door something
seemed out of place. I looked around and didn’t see
anything until my eyes focused on the back door.
The door was open about an inch and there were
pry marks on the door and the door casing. Had
someone forced the door open: could someone still
be inside; or had I left the door open accidently and
just forgot about prying it open myself sometime
in the past. I didn’t have an answer to any of those
questions but in the time in the short time it took
to open the door and turn on the lights I had my
answer. Drawers were open, my TV and laptop
computer were missing, and who knows what else. I
walked around the house making a quick inspection
then called the police.
The police arrived; we took an inventory of the
house to determine what had been stolen. There
were several things missing one of which was a
fireproof box containing originals of all my identity
documents: social security card, military DD-214, a
copy of the contents of my wallet, insurance policies,
and more. With that much identity and with my
laptop computer these thieves could literally become
me. My laptop contained all my usernames and
passwords and much more and it wasn’t password
protected. I very quickly realized this crime could
go on for a long time with that much identifying
information in the wrong hands.

www.txchia.org

The police spent about 2 hours at my house then
I straightened up a little and decided to go to bed.
I laid down in the bed and was uncomfortable. I
realized I couldn’t hear and what if they came back. I
have a hearing disability so, for the next couple days I
slept in the living room. I was afraid they might come
back and not hear them. The thieves had a key to my
house. I failed to mention that another item in the
safe was spares for every key in my house including
a door key. At some point over the next couple
days I made the decision to purchase a handgun. I
bought a 9mm. With it on the night stand next to
my bed I slept in my bedroom for the first time in
almost a week. I left lights on in most rooms of the
house; a habit which would continue until I had a
monitored alarm system installed. You can see the
robbery invaded the peace and serenity in every area
of my life. I felt violated, angry, and naive. My sense
of security was almost normal and I wanted to do
something but what was that something.
I thought about “that something” for several days
until it came to me, “I needed a concealed handgun
license.” My attitude had been adjusted. To feel safe,
totally safe and protected, I would need the option
to carry a concealed weapon whenever I wanted to
and to be legal doing so. I also knew another thing;
I could with no doubt raise and fire a gun at another
human in order to protect myself, my family, or my
positions. If that protection meant using lethal force

I can tell you today; “If I must shoot to kill in order
to protect myself, my family, or my positions, I will
shoot to kill.” My attitude has been adjusted.
Over the next couple months I changed account
numbers, usernames, and passwords with financial
institutions and all companies I had done or was
doing business with. I replaced the things that were
stolen, had the damage to the door repaired, bought a
safe which could be bolted to the floor, and took the
necessary steps to get a Texas Concealed Handgun
License. Also, the detective handling my case called to
inform me that the fireproof box had been recovered
and two of the suspects were in custody. Although
the box had been pried open, all of the my identity
documents and other paperwork was still in the box,
missing though was some expensive jewelry.
Security measures and protection are two things
which many of us do not think about or we think, it
only happens to others – not me and certainly not in
this neighborhood. Then one day the unthinkable
happens which triggers that fight or flight instinct in
all of us. Flight would mean to pull back into a very
small world trying to feel secure and protected but
not doing anything to get that feeling. Fight would
mean to do as I did and take action to restore security
in your home and feel as though you can protect
yourself, your family, and your property.

You probably own at least one firearm
for
recreation,
do
You
probablysport
ownoratdefense.
least oneBut
firearm
for recreation, sport
you have the knowledge of how to deal
or defense. But do you have the knowledge of how to deal
with a gunshot wound? This program
a gunshot
Thismanner,
program is presented in a
iswith
presented
in wound?
a logical
logical manner,
covering
EQUIPMENT,
TRAINING and
covering
EQUIPMENT,
TRAINING
and
TACTICS,
which
could
hopefully
makemake a difference until
TACTICS,
which
could
hopefully
aprofessional
difference until
professional
medical
medical
help can
take over.
help can take over.

Introductory
Rate
ofof$35.00
Introductory
Rate
$35.00 (which includes sales tax and
shipping
costs)
(which
includes
sales tax and shipping costs)
To
either
call 866-516-5117
or go onlineor go
Toorder,
order,
either
call 866-516-5117
athttp://www.txchia.org/merorder.htm.
http://www.txchia.org/merorder.htm.

online at

Note: The material is presented as
Note: The material is presented as information only and is
information only and is not intended
not intended to serve as medical advice or replacement for
to serve as medical advice or
competent medical
training.medical
replacement
for competent
training.
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THE STEPS TO ACCURATE HANDGUN SHOOTING
The Fundamentals and Beyond
Installment 3, “Now, Don’t Mess it Up!”

T

his is the third in a series of four articles. The first appeared in “The Concealed Handgun,” Vol. 24
Number 4, and the second in Vol. XX Number Y. If you missed either of them, you can go to the TCHA
website, www.txchia.org, and click on the “Newsletters and Articles” tab.

In the first installment we talked about stance, position, and grip. In the second we talked about aiming, using
many kinds of available sights. Now we’ll talk about “pulling” the trigger and making the handgun fire, without
disturbing that (relatively) steady hold and precise aim we established using the techniques in those first two
articles.
It’s finally time to actually fire a shot. We’re gripping the handgun as best we can under whatever circumstances
wherein we find ourselves, and pointing it as accurately as our skill and the time available permit. So all we
have to do now is pull the trigger, right?
Well, yes and no. Almost any kind of a pull on that trigger will make the gun fire, but is that good enough?
Probably not, if we care where the bullet goes. The main thrust of this whole installment is TRIGGER
CONTROL, which means making the gun fire without losing that careful, precise aim we worked so hard to
achieve.
Words mean things
What words can we use to describe what we do to make the trigger move, so the handgun will fire? And why
are the words important, anyway? They’re important because humans work off mental images, and the words
we use form those mental images. Our brain controls our muscles. So let’s try some words out.
We can YANK on the trigger. But we won’t get good results. A yank on the trigger will cause the gun to move
away from that precise aim we achieved. And not in any predictable direction. Although it will result in a loud
noise and a bullet flying somewhere. Any other ideas?
JERK. Not any better. It can be tempting to jerk the trigger when we become frustrated with our inability to
hold the handgun steady on the target, so we can try to jerk the trigger at the precise time the sights wobble
across the target. Results will be about the same as if we’d just yanked on the thing.
PULL. That’s kind of a generic term for any kind of backward force applied to the trigger. But if that’s the
mental image we’re holding, the whole hand will move in some direction when we “pull” on the trigger. Not so
good for hitting where we want.
SQUEEZE. This is better, and probably what your Grandpa told you to do with a trigger, way back when you
were first learning. It’s a good description, as least in comparison with just “jerking” the trigger. The only
trouble is that, when we think of squeezing something, we usually think of squeezing a lemon or a wet sponge,
and our WHOLE HAND tightens. What happens then? As the hand tightens, it twists the gun’s grip and
moves the sights away from that precise alignment at the target! Ugh! Not so good, after all.

8
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PRESS. This is the one we want. More completely, what the shooter wants to be thinking is, “Press the trigger
straight back to the rear of the trigger housing, using the one fluid motion, adding pressure with, and moving,
the trigger finger only.” This is easier said than done, but it is what we need to think and therefore to do, in
order to fire that shot without disturbing our carefully acquired aim, precisely where we want it. In some
handguns, you might not even notice the trigger’s motion, but you will be able to feel yourself adding pressure.
That whole sentence, “Press the trigger straight back to the rear ... “ is too long to say to ourselves when firing
a shot, but after a few (really a few hundred, or a few thousand) repetitions and building that reflex, we will
have time to say to ourselves, silently, “Front sight, press. Front sight, press.” As many times as we want, and as
quickly as we need to.
“What’s the point of all this talking, and analyzing words?” We hear someone ask. “If the sights are on the target
and the gun goes off, isn’t that where the bullet will go?” Well, absent some obscure effects from variations in
how the gun is held, of course it is. But bad trigger control can make you move the gun significantly in the last
small fraction of a second before the bullet actually leaves the barrel. And, especially in a moment of stress, you
likely won’t see that movement. Here’s how and why:
Wiggles and wobbles
It takes time for the thought to make the finger move, and it takes time for that trigger movement to make the
gun fire, and it takes another little bit of time for the bullet to be pushed out of the cartridge case and accelerate
down the barrel and exit. None of these events takes a LONG time, but they all do take time, and all those little
bits of time add up to enough time for the handgun to move away from the target and cause a MISS.
How badly can we miss, just from a wobble and a jerk? Plenty badly enough. Geometry is working against us.
Measure the sight radius (the distance between the front and rear sights) of your handguns. For most mediumsized handguns, it’ll be pretty close to six inches. The difference between where we intend a bullet to go and
where it actually goes is a question of angles, so the amount of the miss increases in direct proportion to the
distance.
A little bit of a jerk could easily deflect the muzzle/front sight 1/8” out of alignment, and even a 1/4” twitch
doesn’t sound like much. Well, 1/4” at six inches means 1/2” at one foot, so that makes for a 15” miss at ten
yards (30 feet). Or, more conservatively, a 1/8” wobble at the muzzle makes for an error of 5 1/4” at seven yards,
enough to turn a good hit into a marginal one, or almost a foot of error at 15 yards! Enough to turn a 5 point
shot on a B-27 qualification target into a 3-point shot, or even a clean miss. Even worse, a small pocket pistol
might have a sight radius of only three inches, so all these errors from a small sight misalignment would be
DOUBLED!
And if the bad guy charging you with a knife or a club is skinnier than a B-27 target, (alias the “fat man”)?
Then you have even less “room for error.” That much (in an angular sense) of an error from jerking the trigger
in haste could easily lead to a complete miss at distances a lot closer than 15 yards! And at a time you’d very
strongly prefer NOT TO MISS. Even once.

www.txchia.org
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B-27 Target with two “good” hits
marked. The black dots surrounding
the higher hit show 5 1/4” errors in
several directions.
The white dots show 11 1/4” errors in
several directions, from the lower hit.
See text for explanation.

B-27 target, with “good hit” marked,
and showing possible impact points 5
1/4” off and and 11 1/4” off.

B-27 Target with an approximation of a human’s vital areas shown by black line. The B-27 has been referred to as
the “fat man” target, because it scores so much area that’s either clothing, arms, or peripheral head and torso hits.
Hits that would be unlikely to take a “bad guy” down quickly.
So, how do we go about eliminating that tiny (or huge, depending on how you look at it) 1/8” disturbance of our
aim? Well, we could just quit wobbling. Lots of luck on that. Tons of practice, superb physical conditioning, an
absolute lack of fear, or a deep, hypnotic level of relaxation could help. But how do you arrange to get those things,
on demand, when you need to shoot? The authors don’t know any quick, easy, or dependable ways to do that. We
do, however, have some other suggestions:
Natural point of aim
As much as practical, arrange your stance so the sights WANT to point at the target, even when your eyes are
closed. That’s called “natural point of aim,” and it reduces your muscle strain and reduces, but cannot totally
eliminate, the wobble. You check this by aiming at the target, closing your eyes for a couple of seconds, and then
opening your eyes and seeing where the sights have drifted. Then, rather than just “muscling” the handgun back
on target, adjust your whole body position (by moving your feet, if standing) so the sights naturally point at the
target. And obviously, in a self-defense situation, the best and easiest time to get close to this is to adjust your
stance so your shoulders are roughly perpendicular to the direction of the shot, BEFORE the fight starts! This may
or may not be possible, in real-world situations.

10

www.txchia.org

All this takes time, admittedly, but less time than you might expect. Of course, if you need to shoot RIGHT
NOW, because somebody is doing something like shooting at you or running at you with a big blade in his
hand, then you can’t spare ANY time for position adjustments. So do the best you can, and use the other
techniques we’ve been talking about, however awkward or uncomfortable your shooting stance is. It’s probably
more comfortable than being shot or chopped up with a machete.
More about wiggles, wobbles, and movement
Since we haven’t gotten rid of all the wobbles in our sight picture, how do we cope with them? Some old target
shooting books observe that your wobbles will settle down into a more or less regular pattern, describing it as
an “8” on its side (or an “infinity” sign), and advise you to time your trigger press so that the shot fires when
the sights drift across the center of the target. Well, if you’re very relaxed and have all the time in the world,
enough to let your wobble pattern regularize, and you know your own gun’s trigger very well, and it’s very
smooth and light, like on a gunsmith-tuned target pistol, that MIGHT work. For some people. On a good day.
On a target range.
For most of us, most often, shooting normal handguns, we’ll be shooting at a person who’s a threat RIGHT
NOW or an animal that might decide to depart, or at least start moving, at any second. Or we’re at least
practicing for that situation. So we say, “BULLFEATHERS!” Ineffecive technique! It doesn’t work worth a
damn!
Here’s another way to look at that sight
movement: Embrace it. It’s a good thing. It
means you’re still alive. If you’re in a fight,
it means you’re still IN the fight. You’ll quit
wobbling when you’re dead! You can’t totally
ignore the movement. Instead, use it as
information to constantly correct towards
perfect, realizing that you’ll never achieve that
perfect sight picture except momentarily. What
you MUST AVOID is getting frustrated and
yielding to the temptation to mash the trigger
when the sight picture looks perfect! That will
lead to a “trigger jerk” that will move the sights
off the target (usually down and left for a righthanded shooter, or down and right for a lefty).
So what will work better? A technique called
the “surprise break.” The shooter aims at the
target, focusing on the front sight, of course.
He accepts that the sights are wobbling but
continually corrects toward perfect on his sight
picture. Then he begins to add pressure to the
trigger, pressing on it (straight back, with the
trigger finger only) and gradually increases that
pressure until THE GUN FIRES.
Cont. on pg 14
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Only $14.95 each—get both for $25!

Better than guessing: know the rules and stay safe.
Deep discounts for instructors, ranges and stores—
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Call 1-800-707-4020

GunLaws.com
GET THEM AS eBOOKS TOO

“If you knew all your rights you might demand them.”
BLOOMFIELD PRESS Fighting for our rights since 1989
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Is it a surprise that the gun fires? Of course not. It’s a loaded handgun, and we are pressing the trigger. We
fully expect it to fire. The “surprise” part is precisely WHEN it fires. Let the gun decide when that is. No matter
when that happens, the bullets will all impact within that “wobble area,” or at least within the wobble area plus
the inherent accuracy limits of the gun and ammunition.
Here’s a good place to note a point of disagreement between the authors. Mike strongly objects to the use of
the term “surprise” at all. It seems to be the opposite of “control.” He prefers to say, “While keeping the front
sight on the intended target, steadily increase pressure on the trigger, allowing the gun to fire.” That “letting the
gun fire” is in contrast to “making the gun fire.” Dean likes to use the term “surprise,” because it is the standard
terminology, with the understanding that the surprise is exactly WHEN the gun fires, not that it DOES fire.
Different words, slightly different mental image, but the same concept.
If the sights drift WAY off the target, you can just “hold what you’ve got” in regards to the trigger pressure being
applied, refocus your mind on holding the front sight on the target, and resume adding pressure when the
proper sight picture with the normal amount of movement is regained.
How about the situations when we need to shoot quickly and can’t wait around for the gun to come to that
decision? The answer to that is the “compressed surprise break.” What’s “compressed” is the time it takes for
the shooter to apply enough pressure on the trigger to make the internal parts move and allow the firing pin to
fall to set off the sequence of events that fires the shot. The shooter is doing the same thing described above, just
adding pressure more quickly than you will be, when you begin practicing this technique. Watch a good “action
shooter,” like in an IPSC match, and it will look to you like he’s pulling the trigger as fast as he can. But if you
could read his mind, it’d be going “Front sight, add pressure, front sight, add press BANG!” He wasn’t thinking
that “BANG!” It interrupted his thought of “add pressure.” He’s just thinking it so fast, faster than you can read
or anybody can form words with their lips, because he’s practiced it so many times it’s become a reflex. It has
become fast, because it’s smooth. We can assure you, he’s not saying to himself, “Pistol, shoot NOW!”
There’s even another advantage to this “surprise break” kind of trigger-pulling. The quality of the trigger pull
hardly matters. Or at least it matters a lot less than with other techniques. If it’s heavy or gritty or creepy (a lot
of apparent movement before the internal parts release the firing pin), jerking the trigger will pull the sights off
the target. Big time. And almost every time. But if the shooter is using that “correct towards the perfect sight
picture while constantly but smoothly adding trigger pressure” technique, a bad trigger might still be an irritant
but it won’t disturb the sight picture much. A heavy trigger might require a little more time to get off a wellaimed shot, but it won’t disrupt aiming nearly as much as you’d expect.
Does that mean that the authors don’t like smooth, light triggers? Of course we do. Smooth triggers are
wonderful. They’re a true pleasure, a delight and an absolute joy to fondle and caress. But they’re not necessary,
in order to hit the target.
Ok. You’ve been given the technique. And the authors guarantee that it works. So how do you train yourself to
use it?
Learning to “press” the trigger
The answer is one that the Marines adopted years ago, and have been using ever since. Not only does it work,
it costs NOTHING for practice ammunition and doesn’t even require a trip to the range. It’s called “dry firing.”
Going through all the motions of firing a shot, without ammunition in the handgun. Most modern centerfire
handguns can be dry fired without damaging anything, as can some rimfires, notably including Ruger .22
semiautomatics.
14
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If you’re nervous or reluctant to dry fire your handgun, use “snap caps.” They’re available at gun shops and from
all the major shooting supply dealers. They’re cheap, and can be used hundreds of times before they wear out.
An empty cartridge can also be used in revolvers, although it will wear out faster and might not provide quite
as good a level of protection as a dedicated snap-cap. Note: Consult your owner’s manual. Some models of
handguns will be damaged by dry firing without a snap-cap or empty cartridge in the chamber, and some will
not.
Danger, Will Robinson! Danger! Please take these two paragraphs very seriously.
A few words about safety when dry firing anywhere but on a shooting range. Be SURE the gun is unloaded. Be
double-sure. Check it again, and check it another time. Keep the ammunition well away from the gun, even
in a separate room. And have a very distinct beginning and end to every dry-firing session. Because it has
happened more than once, that a person had been dry firing his self-defense handgun, reloaded it, and then
decided to try that trigger pull just ONE MORE TIME while preparing to put it back in its usual storage place.
You don’t need to be told what happens then.
As advertised, a loaded gun fires when its trigger is pulled. Just like it’s supposed to. Loudest noise in the
history of mankind is a “BANG!” when the one holding the gun expected “click.” As an extra level of safety, do
your dry fire practice in a place where, if the unimaginable happens, nobody will be hurt. Use a safe backstop
of some kind, even if some property would be damaged if a shot discharged.
Here are the good things about dry-firing: It’s cheap. It’s convenient, because you can do it at home, without
having to drive to a range. It can be done day or night, regardless of the weather. Since you do everything
that you would do to fire a shot, except react to the noise and recover from recoil, it gives your brain and your
muscles the same training as firing actual shots - so you get the “reps” (repetitions) required to build those good
reflex memories. The ones that are incorrectly referred to as “muscle memory.”
Now here is the bad thing about dry-firing: It’s hard to take it seriously. Since you know that no shot is actually
going to be fired, it’s hard to force yourself to actually WORK on the proper trigger control techniques needed
to build those habits, or reflexes, in your brain. So the session can degenerate into just time spent making
clicking noises. So how can you trick yourself into taking it seriously so you get the training value? Two ideas
come to mind. One uses a television, and the other uses a dime or other coin.
If you have a television somewhere in your house where a bullet going through it wouldn’t hurt anyone, just
sit and watch whatever you would anyway, with a triple-checked unloaded handgun (Remember to keep any
live ammo FAR away!) in your lap, or even better, in a holster. Whenever the letter “O,” or some other symbol
you’ve determined in advance, appears on the screen, aim and dry fire at it before it disappears, making sure
you use the “surprise break” trigger technique and checking your grip for the proper fundamentals. You’ll be
surprised how good, and how quick, you can become!
The other practice trick is to balance a dime on the barrel of your
handgun, near the front sight. Practice dry firing the handgun
without letting the dime fall to the floor. If you can do that, you’re
not jerking the trigger enough to disturb your aim. If the dime
falls, you probably were jerking the trigger or committing some
other shooting sin.
Coin balanced near muzzle
of handgun barrel.
www.txchia.org
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with Larry Arnold

Question:

Hi TCHA, I’m hoping you
can help me with a question.
I’ll try and make it short. I
can’t seem to find any info
on magazine carry. I’ve been
a CHL holder for almost 5
years now and usually carry
an extra mag in my left front
pocket. In light of the new
ISIS threat, racial division
and attacks/threats on our
law enforcement, I’ve felt
compelled to carry another
magazine with me. As you
well know, there is a plethora
of mag carry options, inside
& outside the waistband but
with Texas not open carry
“yet”, I just don’t want to stuff
a double mag carrier inside
my pants, or have to buy more
jeans for that matter. Summer
is ok, because I wear cargo
shorts a size big, so I think I
can handle summer time inside
waistband double mag carrier.
I’ve been through the TDPS
pdf info on conceal carry but
it doesn’t mention anything on
magazine carrying.
My question is: Am I allowed
to carry a single/double mag
carry pouch on the outside and
will it matter if it shows or
not? Thank you for your time.
Best Regards,
James T.
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Answer:

Texas has a concealed carry
law, so the standard is that
you must carry so the ordinary
person won’t know you are
armed. That would include
concealing extra magazines,
just as it would be not telling
a person whether you are
carrying.
One alternative would be to
carry in a pouch that looks like
it holds one of the electronic
gadgets so many people are
toting.

Question:

Do you know if Governor
Abbott signed the reciprocity
letter that was signed by Mr.
Perry before yet? I have a
Virginia Concealed carry and
that keeps me legal. Thank you
sir.
Chuck

Answer:

Governor Perry’s reciprocity
proclamations remain in effect
unless Governor Abbott voids
them. We still have reciprocity
with Virginia.

www.txchia.org

Question:

Why doesn’t Texas have an
agreement with Ohio! I am
having to spend 6 months
living here while my son-inlaw is deployed to Afghanistan
and am livid I can’t stay armed
with all the crime going on
around me in this state.......
what’s the deal with Ohio?
Thanks.....and Semper Fi!
Curtis K.

Answer:

The Attorney General’s office
doesn’t tell us specifically
why certain states don’t have
agreements. The criteria, as
stated in Government Code
411.173(b), is that the other
state run a NICS background
check on all those licensed to
carry. It’s possible that Ohio
doesn’t do so. You might
check with Ohio, and see what
their qualifications are.
Update
As of March 23 Texas and
Ohio have reciprocity. http://
www.ohioattorneygeneral.
gov/Media/News-Releases/
March-2015/AttorneyGeneral-DeWine-AnnouncesConcealed-Carry

Question:

Sir: I have a friend, a Mexican
citizen here legally, works
for UT. He knows I shoot
regularly and is interested. Are
there special laws for noncitizens and, if so, where can I
find them?
Gordon D.

Answer:

I’m not a lawyer, so I can’t
give legal advice. However, as
long as your friend is a legal
resident there shouldn’t be any
problem taking him shooting
in Texas. He also may qualify
for a concealed handgun
license, and if he resides here
can purchase firearms.

Question:

Hi Larry, I need to know, is it
recommended or should I have
any concerns about buying a
handgun for a fellow employee
using my CHL. He has worked
for us for about 6-8 months, is

a good guy and all. Please give
me your thoughts. I bought a
gun for my brother this way as
a gift last year, which I have
no concerns about, but I am
not sure about for other people.
Clay L.

Answer:

I would strongly recommend
against both making the
purchase and using your CHL
to bypass the NICS check. Purchasing a gift certificate from
the store would be a much
safer option.
I had a wife buy a gift certificate for a class for her husband. When he opened it he
had to confess something in
his background that rendered
him ineligible for a CHL. You
never know.

Question:

Hello, I have a question in
regards to obtaining my CHL.
I took the class and now I’m

in the process of completing
my application. But a long
time ago I was arrested 3
times 2 for public intoxication
both were deferred and 1 for
a DWI in 2006 which was
dismissed. Before I pay for the
application, I wanted to ask the
CHL experts will this cause a
denial of my CHL request?
Thank you,
Peter M.

Answer:

I’m sorry, but DPS asks that
we not comment on individual cases like yours. Even if
I knew all the particulars in
the cases I wouldn’t be able
to guess whether you would
be disqualified.
My advice is to contact DPS
by email and see if they can
give you an answer. Contact
information is at http://www.
txchia.org/links.htm.

Larry Arnold is a longtime firearm and CHL Instructor. He is also a member of the TCHA Board of Directors and is our
Legislative Director and Webmaster. Each quarter Larry provides us with the most interesting questions directed to our
website.

“Personally, I carry a gun because I’m too young to die and too old to
take an ass whoopin’.”
www.txchia.org
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Holsters

As we all know, there are holsters and then there are
“holsters.” There are some we use for special times like the
cross draw, big back-up gun holster for that north country
hunt; to that skimpy pocket holster for running to the parts
store. Like me, most of you have a box or two in a closet
somewhere full of holsters that didn’t quite fit, or were just too
uncomfortable. Not to be discouraged, I still buy holsters. I
either see a holster that just looks good or one that’s made of
some exotic animal that makes it look cool. My wife still gives
me that look like, “no one sees it anyway.” Some of the holsters I have retired, so to speak, I took down to the
saddle maker friend of mine where he has done wonders. Some he just dyed and other he has reshaped. Some
work done for the same gun and others for different guns. It never dawned on me that this could be done till he
suggested it to me. Some holsters he just takes off the stitching and re-stitches it for a different gun. Forming
the new holster is not hard at all. All it takes is to wet the leather, put your gun in a plastic baggy, the baggy is
important, put it in the wet holster and let it set overnight. I leave it a few days. When the leather dries, it takes
the form of the new gun. Don’t tell me you don’t know a saddle maker, this is Texas. They’re everywhere. You
can try a shoemaker or boot maker, whatever is in your town. This works, it’s cheap, and if you like you can
change the color to match your mood at the time.
The thing that got me started me on this was when I got a laser for one of my carry guns. I have lasers on
a few defensive rifles and they seem to work well, but to add one to a carry gun seemed like the thing to do. My
eyes are getting older. Don’t know how that’s happening, but it is.
Not wanting to spend the extra money for a new holster for the same gun, I went to the saddle maker. He
adjusted it to fit the same gun with a little extra room for the laser. What an easy fix!

While I was at the saddle shop I asked if there was a way to do other things. Ben, the leather genius, asked
me, with that “sorry I got into this” look, if it was going to take all day. I asked him if he could put a small
pocket on the flat side of the holster to slip in a knife. With the speed of a real professional, he sewed a piece
of leather where I wanted the knife and off I went. He’s never charged me for anything, but then he’s called in a
few favors from me too. It works out well.
I know most of you have more than one handgun so try to use as many as possible. What I mean is this. I
have some carry pistols for everyday carry; some for when I don’t wear a belt or am just running (walking) out to
the mailbox, another one for working on the property, usually a .410 derringer for snakes, and others for range
time or competition; even some single-action rigs. My favorite is the gun and holster my grandfather used in
1910 for the Mexican revolution alongside Zapata. Texas was not part of Mexico back then, but he did what he
thought was right. The country changes, but we’ve always been Texans.

George Pena
18
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Coin balanced on front sight. It might be more practical to balance it on any flat place near the muzzle, rather
than on the sight blade itself.
There’s another drill you can do, although it requires being on a shooting range and it works better if you have a
buddy to act as a “coach” and some-time tormenter. It’s called “ball and dummy” practice. “Ball” is an actual live
round of ammunition, and “dummy” is an empty chamber, an empty cartridge case, or a “snap cap” inert round.
Which of these works best depends on your particular handgun.
The coach loads your handgun, out of your view. The cylinder or magazine will contain some mix of live
ammunition and dummy, or missing, rounds. You shoot, using your best technique, at the target. If there’s a
live round loaded, you can see where the bullet went. If it’s an empty chamber or a “dummy” round loaded, any
jerking or flinching or whatever will be pretty obvious. The coach should make you “earn” live rounds, by giving
you mostly “dummy” rounds until you have shown that you are using the right techniques regularly. Then,
occasionally, he can give you a live round or even several live rounds in a row. Then a “dummy.” Then alternate
them. Or as random a pattern as the coach can devise. The important thing is that you really won’t know what’s
to come.

Revolver cylinder with two rounds in it.
Revolver with two cartridges, for “ball and dummy” practice. It might be necessary to fill the other chambers
with fired cartridges, so you can’t see which chambers are loaded while firing those practice shots.
After a while, you can trade places and pay your buddy back for all the mean tricks he played on you, making
you sweat to fire all those non-shots with proper technique. After a few of these sessions, you will both be better
shots. And this isn’t just an exercise for beginners. “Old hands” can benefit from a periodic repeat of this drill.
It can help keep you from becoming complacent and sloppy.
If you’re by yourself, you can use a revolver with a mix of snap caps and live rounds. Then look away and spin
the cylinder before closing it. You won’t have anybody to catch you jerking the trigger, but it will probably be
apparent to you whether you used that good “surprise break” technique or fell into the temptation of jerking the
trigger as the sights drifted across the target.
Well, that has given you some things to think about, as well as some things to practice. Do those, and get back
with us for the fourth and final installment in this series, “Follow-through, the Neglected Fundamental.”

www.txchia.org
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DID YOU KNOW ... ?
How come you can shoot .38 Special cartridges in a .357
Magnum firearm, but not the reverse? After all, those
numbers are fairly close, but not the same!
Well, the answer comes from two facts: Number one, the
fact that cartridge names are marketing devices at least as
much as they are technical descriptions. Number two, the
fact that the way cartridges are loaded has changed since
the 1870’s, when cartridge firearms first became practical
and popular.
First of all, the technical facts:
Most modern “.38 caliber” firearms have bore diameters
very nearly .350” wide, measured from land to land.
Measured from groove to groove, those barrels are very
nearly .357” wide. The bullets that fit them are usually
.357” across, if jacketed, and usually .358” or .359” across
if unjacketed lead.
The bullets swage (squeeze) down as they enter the bore,
to make a tight seal and let the lands of the rifling cut
slightly into the sides of the bullets, so the spiraling lands
can make the bullets spin and be more stable in flight. If
a bullet has to squeeze down much more than .001” or
.002”, pressures can rise to unsafe levels, but the guns are
made to take the pressure generated by that little bit of
squeezing.
Now for the history part:
In the early days of cartridge firearms, bullets, especially
pistol bullets, had a narrower “heel,” or rear portion,
smaller diameter then the “bearing surface,” which was
forward of the mouth of the cartridge case when the
ammunition was loaded. The bullet is almost exactly as
wide as the OUTSIDE DIAMETER of the cartridge
case, which is very nearly .38” across. When the round
fired, the bullet had to squeeze down quite a bit to fit into
and travel through the bore. That worked well, because
the bullets were all soft lead and could do that easily and
it made for a good pressure seal between the bullet and
the inside surface of the barrel. This is the way most .22
ammunition is still loaded. Pull the bullet from a modern
.22 LR cartridge and look at it yourself!
But, in the very late 1800’s, it was determined that a better
system was to have the sides, or “bearing surfaces,” of the
bullet the same diameter for most of its entire length, and
the same or only slightly bigger than the groove diameter
of the barrel. And the bullet fit INTO the inside of the
cartridge case, so the case mouth showed, unless it was
20
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crimped into the bullet.
In the very late 1800’s, Smith & Wesson introduced the
.38 Special cartridge, and it became (and still remains)
very popular. When loaded with the old-style, narrowheel, bullets, those bullets were .38” across at their widest
place, although the hole in the barrel was narrower than
that. So it was a good technical description. Over time,
the narrower parallel-sided bullet style took over, and
while the bullets were closer to .36 caliber, the name “.38
Special” stuck.
Then, in the 1930’s, stronger steels became available, and
the guns could be made to stand up to higher operating
pressures. Americans always want newer, improved, more
powerful, everything, so the push was on to increase the
power of the .38 special.
The .357 Magnum was born. (“Magnum” means “big.”
Or at least “bigger.” As it applies to cartridges, how much
bigger, and bigger than what, has never been strictly
defined. Marketing departments strike again!)
It used the same diameter cartridge, and the same .357”
or .358” bullets, but the ammunition was loaded to much
higher pressures. In order to keep foolish or ignorant
shooters from using the new, more powerful ammunition
in the older, weaker guns, the case was made about 1/8”
longer. The .357 Magnum cartridges just wouldn’t fit
into the chambers of the old .38 Special revolvers. Idiotproof, or at least an attempt at making it so! The new
cartridge had a little more space for powder, although
since smokeless powder (more powerful per unit of
volume) had by then come into common use, that
wasn’t as important as the safety aspect of keeping the
new ammo out of the older guns. Then as now, if the
ammunition will fit into the gun, some fool will put in
into the gun and shoot it!
So there you have it. You can, and millions of shooters
do, fire .38 Special cartridges in .357 Magnum guns.
Those are mostly revolvers, but the same applies to some
derringers and a few rifles and carbines. It’s perfectly
safe, and, often, a smart thing to do. The .38 Special
ammunition is cheaper, recoils less, and makes less noise
than .357 Magnum ammunition, and it serves well for
most purposes.

Enjoy!
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TCHA Store
For fastest service, order directly from our website at txchia.org.
For those without internet access please fill out and mail this page to
Texas Concealed Handgun Association, P.O. Box 161713, Austin, TX 78716
CLASSROOM AIDS
Sign set (TABC 51%, TABC Felony Notice, 30.06 Eng. & Span.) $10
TCHA Standardized Student Workbook (8 ½ x 11, spiralbound)
50+ copies, $5 each. 10-49, $6.50 each. 1-9, $10 each.

Qty _____ Price $ ____
Qty _____ Price $ ____

TCHA Standardized Power Point DVD (The definitive lesson plan, companion
to the workbook listed above) $30
Qty _____ Price $ ____
Traveler’s Guide to the Firearms Laws of the Fifty States, (2015 Edition)
by J. Scott Kappas $14
Qty _____ Price $ ____

TCHA Logo Merchandise
Window Decal (3” Round, exterior) $3
Qty _____ Price $ ____
TCHA Patch (3” Round, embroidered) $5
Qty _____ Price $ ____
TCHA Life Member Patch (4” tall X 3” wide, round plus rockers. Embroidered.
Available only to Life Members) $5
Qty _____ Price $ ____
All merchandise with the TCHA logo is now available only through our website, TXCHIA.ORG. Look
for the links to merchandise and “apparel and gear” and shop for an expanded line of hats, shirts,
and other gear bearing the TCHA logo.

Shipping:

Shipping $___________
$10.00 -		
$19.00 = $5.00
Subtotal $___________
$20.00 - $49.99 = $8.00
$50.00 - $74.99 = $11.00
TAX @ 8.25% $___________
$75.00 - $99.99 = $14.00
$100.00 & up = $17.00
Total $___________

Call 1-866-516-5117 for details
on special orders*

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________ County: __________________ St. ______________ Zip: _______________
Home Phone: __________________________________ Bus. Phone: _________________________________
E-Mail Address: ____________________________________________________________________________
Card Number: ______________________________________ Exp. Date: ______________ CVV# _________
www.txchia.org
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Police

by: Mike Arnold

Sometimes it’s easy to lose track of how important law enforcement officers are in our everyday lives.
Unfortunately, losing track of police importance seems to be easier for those of us who carry our own
guns. Why? Because, we see ourselves as more independent, and we love those silly signs that proclaim:

We Don’t Call 911.
(bull s**t - I will)
I happen to carry a gun, but if my life or that of another is in danger, I will not hesitate to call 911.
If I’m going to call 911, anyway, why do I carry a gun?
• Because I realize that there are fewer police than there are bad guys, who need police attention,
• Because I realize that, while the police are taking my Emergency Call, they are probably taking calls
of equal importance from others,
• Because it gives me a few extra options, while I’m waiting for the police to respond, and
• I AM THE FIRST RESPONDER.
Conversely, if I carry a gun, why do I need to call the police?
• Because I’m hoping they will bring more good guys, more guns, and more ammunition to the fight,
and
• Because I carry a gun to protect Me, not You, your chances of surviving a serious social encounter
could be greatly enhanced.
What problem, then, is caused by losing track of how important law enforcement officers are in our
everyday lives?
When we forget what a tough job they perform (for us), it gets too easy to accept the talking head narrative, “Most cops are good, but ...”
To what seems to be a growing number of people, who find it necessary to insert the “but” qualifier in
that sentence, I have 2 questions:
1. Will you name ANY cops that you know, who are other than good cops? and
2. Will you tell me when you, as a law abiding, concerned citizen, initiated any action to have the bad
cop(s) removed?
In the meantime:
To the law enforcement officers who are there for me, if I need help, and even to those who have occasionally been there to remind me that my family will be safer, if I just slow down to the speed limit:
THANK YOU.

Practice, Practice, Practice
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TEXAS CONCEALED HANDGUN ASSOCIATION
PO Box 161713, Austin, TX 78716-1713

Membership Application or Renewal
Name
Street Address
City

County

State

Zip Code

Mailing Address (if different)
Home Phone

Business Phone

Cell Phone

E-Mail

Membership Category: [Mark (X) By All That Apply]
 Texas Concealed Handgun License Instructor #
 Texas Concealed Handgun License Permit Holder License #
 Out-of-State Concealed Handgun License Instructor or Permit Holder #
 Active or Retired Law Enforcement Officer

 Concerned Citizen

 Current Member #

I want to join as:  Annual Membership (New member or Renewal) $20  3-yr Membership (New Member or Renewal) $55

 Life Membership $400
Payment Options:

 Cash

 Senior Life Membership $200 (65 years +)
 Check or Money Order

Card Number

 Credit Card (complete the following)

Expiration Date (mm/yy)

I wish to receive the Newsletter by:

 Email

CVV Code

 Paper

Referred to the association by:
As a member of the Texas Concealed Handgun Association, I will
1) Promote informed responsible handgun safety, ownership and education,
2) Uphold the Federal and Texas Constitutional rights and privileges of every law-abiding person to own, possess and
use firearms, and
3) Support the Texas Concealed Handgun Association's legislative and regulatory advocacy mission.

Signature

Date

If you are a Texas CHL Instructor, please submit a copy of your Texas CHL Instructor Certificate with this application.

www.txchia.org
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Texas Concealed Handgun Association
P.O. Box 161713
Austin, TX 78716
™ www. txchia.org
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Your Membership Expires:
Check out our new Facebook page and friend us for all updates.

Help the Association Save Money...Check your membership expiration date and
RENEW your membership NOW!
To keep updated on Texas reciprocity, check DPS website at:
http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/administration/crime_records/chl/chlsindex.htm
or Texas Concealed Handgun website at: http://www.txchia.org/recip.htm
Be sure and check out the CHL forum on our website www.txchia.org
FIREARMS PROGRAM

Texas LawShield
Firearms Legal
Defense Program

Call 855-478-6607
www.texaslawshield.com

