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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Wow, what a twentieth anniversary conference we

had. I would like to say that this year’s conference was
the finest and most informative to date. There were
over one hundred attendees. For those members who
attended, I would like to personally thank all of you
for supporting the association’s conference; you are
the fundamental reason why the directors and officers
work so hard throughout the year to provide the
highest level of training we can find. I would like to
thank the following individuals for their time to make
this exceptional conference training program possible.
Dr. J. Pete Blair, Executive Director of the
Advanced Law Enforcement Rapid Response
Training Academy, Texas State University, was
the keynote speaker for the conference and
provided an outstanding keynote address.
Additionally, Dr. Blair taught an exceptional class
that provided information on active shooter events
and how the License to Carry community should
act if exposed to this type of event.
Texas Law Shield’s own Dwayne McBryde,
Medic and Diplomatic Security Service Contractor
for the U.S. Department of State, provided an
outstanding class on Gun Shot Wounds First
Aid. This course provided our members with a six
hour in-depth hands-on-training in several aspects
of saving a life when a gunshot is involved. In
addition to this high caliber training and unknown
to the participants of the course, myself included,
all were awarded a certificate of completion, as well
as an expensive trauma blow out kit provided by
Mr. Peter J. Hermosa, National Director, Texas &
U.S. Law Shield.
Mr. Ed Head, Gunsite, who has worked for almost
30 years in law enforcement, including the United
States Border Patrol, retiring as a Field Operations
Supervisor. He directed the conference range day’s
activities and covered numerous topics including
range safety, magazine malfunctions, different
stance techniques, tactical reloading, and how
to present and draw from the hip. As if this wasn’t
enough, he also taught a class on Mental
Conditioning for Combat.
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Members that attended the training reported that it
was outstanding.
Mr. Larry Bloomquist, Board Certified Criminal
Defense attorney with Texas Law Shield, discussed
our rights under the 4th, 5th, and 6th Amendments
and how these rights work if you are forced to use
your gun? He provided a wealth of information
on what action the LTC should take when
confronted with law enforcement interaction.
Where else will you receive this caliber of
information from an attorney with his credentials?
Mr. Austin Davis, TCHA Director and former
Police Officer with over 20 years as a law
enforcement trainer, provided a class titled
Laughing at Danger. This class provided the
attendee with the knowledge needed to secure
their home, be safer in public places, and discover
the truth about use of force issues. As always,
Austin entertained (evident by the explosive
laughter emanating from the training room), relayed
relevant information, and gave the attendees the
tools needed to survive in society today.
Mr. Brian Foster holds undergraduate and
graduate degrees from Sam Houston State in police
administration. His unique approach in Dealing
with Law Enforcement in Gun Related Situations
was well received by attendees.
Through the training offered, it is the board’s sincere
hope that we were able to resolve problems or
concerns that you were facing and to improve your
knowledge of handgun related issues. If we have
helped just one member improve their confidence level
while armed, then we have done our job.
I would like to thank all of our corporate members
and vendors for assisting the association to make this
year’s conference so successful. The association is
honored to have your support.
Director Susie Tackett and her husband Jim have
provided the attendees with a worry free and safe
shooting environment for the past three years during
the conference range day activities, and have always
brought in excellent subject matter experts to train us.
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It is with regret that Susie and Jim will not be able to
continue this process. They have started a new venture
that is taking all of their time and we wish them well.
We will always strive to live up to their standards of
excellence.
During the members meeting on Sunday, members
of the association elected two new Directors, Larry
Patterson (Membership Director) and Wallace Dunn
(Recording Secretary). They replaced Susie Tackett
and Rick Mackey. Both Larry and Wallace are eager
to take this responsibility and serve the association
members. Director and Journal Editor Rob Lovelace
was re-elected to the board. Former director and
past president Rick Mackey, who has served the

association since 2008, elected not to run again, but
has agreed to hold an advisory role to the board, thus
we will not be losing his knowledge and expertise.
It is a privilege and honor to serve as the president of
this fine association for the past three years. While it
has been very difficult at times and not an easy life, it
has been rewarding to know that I have been able to
play a small role in shaping the path we want to travel.
I am asking you to let your friends know who we
are and encourage them to become a member of the
association. Looking forward to seeing you at next
year’s conference April 6-8, 2018!

TCHA Corporate Members
Guardian Options, Inc., 3404 W. Illinois Ave., Ste 108, Midland, TX, 79703.
www.guardianpiinc.com, 432-631-3682
Texas Law Shield, 1020 Bay Area Blvd # 220, Houston, TX 77058.
www.texaslawshield.com, 855-478-6607
Firearms Legal Protection, LLC, 13455 Noel Road, Ste. 2100, Dallas, TX 75240.
www.firearmslegal.com, 844-357-9400
For more information on corporate membership, please visit http://txcha.org/membership/ or call 866-516-5117.

TCHA Membership has its perks:
Simply Rugged Holsters: Leather holsters, leather gun
belts, leather ammo pouches and leather accessories.
Free ammo pouch with every purchase.
www.simplyrugged.com

Check out
http://txcha.org/merchandise/vender-discounts/

for more membership perks!

www.txcha.org
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Arming the Elderly: A Self-Defense Guide for
Senior Citizens - by Ammo.com (Part II of IV)

Learn to Protect Yourself

Just because you’re post-retirement doesn’t
mean you can’t protect yourself – you just

have to learn how. When you were younger,

you may have been able to hold your own with
your fists, but now that you’re older, that’s not

going to cut it. Now you’ve got to learn how to
fight back when in an attacker situation, using
what’s available. Remember, you have the
element of surprise on your side.

Use What You Have

When it comes to self-defense, you need to use whatever is available to protect yourself. If there’s a canvas
bag in your hand, swing it at the perpetrator’s head. If you’re pushing a cart, get it between you and the
attacker. Regardless of what you have, it’s better than nothing and some things can do some pretty massive
damage.
• Purse: Even though it’s what many attackers try to grab, a purse can be a heck of a weapon. Get a
		 good swing and crack them in the side of the face. It may not knock them out, but it sure will stun
		them.
• Cane: If you walk with a cane, you’ve already got a handy weapon. Use it like a staff for defense or
		 offensive moves. Or if it has some girth to it, swing it like a club. Some communities even offer senior
		 self-defense classes specifically for those with canes.
• Keys: Learn to walk with your fist wrapped around your keys with one key sticking out between your
		 knuckles. This gives you a solid, makeshift weapon that can be used as a knife to slice or puncture.

Carry a Few Extras

If you want to up your protection without having to go to lethal extremes, pick up a few extras to carry with
you or leave in your car or nightstand. One of these may be enough to stop a perpetrator from pursuit and
make him turn around to find someone else.
• Police whistle
• Flashlight
• Mace
• Personal alarm

Take a Class

There’s a vast range of self-defense classes out there and many are specific to seniors. These classes are
designed to address the specific challenges seniors face when in self-defense situations. Some fitness centers
6
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and senior facilities are even teaching Cane Fu, a blend of martial arts that teaches seniors how to use their
cane to protect themselves.
If there are no senior-specific self-defense classes in your area, don’t fret. Sign up for a regular self-defense or
martial arts class – just look for a course with slower, gentler movements. Classes like AiKido or Wing Chun
don’t require as many quick moves or bending to the floor as other practices, and therefore tend to be more
beneficial to seniors.

A Few Tips
• If you’re interested in using martial arts to help protect yourself, consider taking a course in T’ai Chi.
		 Although it’s not designed for self-protection, it teaches you how to move your body and gets your
		 muscles accustomed to the movements of other martial arts.
• Do what you can to avoid a fight. Get loud. Blow a whistle. Tell the attacker to leave. It will show him
		 that you’re not a meek old person who’s going to just stand by and become a victim.
• Stay out of reach. If an attacker asks for your bag, don’t hand it to him, throw it at his feet. If he reaches
		 for your arm, back up and yell, “Don’t touch me.” Once he gets his hands on you, it’ll be harder to get
		away.
• Always avoid hand-to-hand combat if you can. But if you find yourself in a situation where it can’t be
		 avoided, defend and attack with short, sharp jabs and knee thrusts.
• Fight as dirty as you can. Poke your attacker in the eye. Punch him in the nose. If you can, knee him in
		 the testicles. Nothing is off limits when you’re fighting for your life.
• Never let an attacker back you into a wall. Instead of moving backwards, move to the side or forward.
• If you’re attacked from behind, lean back onto the perpetrator and throw your head back hard. This will
		 catch him off guard and throw off his balance.
Look for part III of this series in our next issue.

Homicidal Humor
More Homicidal Humor
The Clot Thickens
Blood Trails Across
Texas
Books by Brian Foster of Houston Homicide (Ret.)
(ret)

Politically incorrect Ebooks and Paperbacks thru Amazon and B.&N.
www.txcha.org
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Did You Know …

						
												by Dean McCormick

H

ere’s another installment of our irregular series
about various technical aspects of guns and shooting.
Did you know that your handgun, like a rifle, has
a rifled barrel? Well, most of us do. So the question
becomes, “What do you know about the rifling in your
handgun barrel?”
We’ll start with the basics, so we’re all together at the
start. The purpose of rifling is to make the bullet spin
as is flies through the air, so it stays front-end forward,
like a spiral football pass. If bullets tumbled end-overend, they would be much less accurate. And maybe not
travel quite as far.
Since modern bullets are round, viewed from the
front, if the barrel is to grip the bullets and make them
spin, it’s got to be in some sense “not-round.” Modern
rifled barrels have, for all practical purposes, two styles
of irregularity in their shape.
Conventional, or “Ballard” style rifling, is the style
most of us are familiar with. It has “lands,” or high
places, and “grooves,” or low places, cut or pressed
into the interior surface of the barrel. Some purists
prefer the grooves cut, rather than pressed or hammered
into the barrel steel, but good-shooting barrels are
made with either method. These grooves are pretty
shallow, normally only about .003 or .004 (that’s 3 or
4 one-thousandths) of an inch deep. That is enough,
however, both for the unaided eye to see, and to slightly
engrave into the side of the bullet, as it enters the barrel,
enough to grip it and make it spin. A bullet is normally
the same diameter as the barrel diameter across the
grooves, or in the case of a (fairly soft) pure lead bullet,
.001 or .002 larger than the groove diameter. So you
can see that the barrel does deform the bullet just a
little, to ensure a good gas seal and good grip on the
bullet. Those markings will show on a recovered, fired
bullet if it does not break up completely on impact.
Those remaining marks on the bullet are a major factor
in ballistics matching, so beloved by fans of CSI-style
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TV shows. Of course, in order to spin the bullet, those
grooves are not straight. Rather, they spiral down
the barrel. Making them interesting to look at, and
providing the introductory images of a lot of old James
Bond movies.
How many lands and grooves are inside a barrel?
That varies. I have seen barrels with only two lands
and grooves, and others with as many as twelve.
Accuracy differences are small enough to be dwarfed
by other factors. Usually it’s an even number of
grooves, although some benchrest or target shooters
believe that 5-groove rifling is incrementally more
accurate. For benchrest rifle shooters, where the
difference between shooting a 4/10 inch group and a
half-inch group at 200 yards might make the difference
between a championship and a middle-or-the-pack
finish, I say “to each his own.”
For champion bullseye shooters, a 3 inch group at
50 yards is considered excellent. Not even in the same
league as long-range rifle shooters. For the rest of us
blasters, who are even less precise, rifling variations
aren’t even a consideration.
The other type of rifling found in modern handguns
is polygonal rifling. With that system, the interior of
the barrel, rather than being a round hole with spiraling
grooves in it, is a polygon, with usually six or eight flat
sides and the junctions of those flats slightly rounded.
Those flats rotate in a spiral down the barrel, just as the
lands and grooves do in conventional barrels.
Brands using polygonal rifling (that I know of) are
Glock, H&K, and Kahr. At least in theory, making
the bullet deform into a polygon damages the bullet
less than forcing it to accept the spiraling ridges of the
lands, so it should shoot more accurately and cause a
little less drag on the bullet as it accelerates down the
barrel. In the real world, the jury is still out on those
questions. Both systems shoot far better than the great
majority of their users!
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One little wrinkle arises when we want to use
uncoated lead, rather than brass- or copper-jacketed
bullets. Glock, and some other manufacturers,
recommend AGAINST using plain lead bullets
in their barrels, citing increased buildup of lead
residue. Excessive “leading” can decrease accuracy,
and, if allowed to become really excessive, lead to
dangerously increased pressures. A good rule for
non-experts is to stick with the manufacturer’s ammo
recommendations. And most experts choose to do so,
also!
Aside from rifling style, depth and number of
grooves, there’s one more consideration about rifling.
That’s “twist rate.” This characteristic is expressed as
“full turn of rifling in X inches of barrel length. You
are most likely to see this noted as 1:16, or one turn
in 16 inches, for example. That’s a common rate in
modern, mid-caliber handguns.
There are mathematical formulas for predicting how
fast the rifling must turn to spin the bullet enough,

but not too much, for best stability and accuracy.
The biggest determinant of how fast the twist should
be is bullet length. Early rifles that shot round balls
had very slow twists, sometimes 1:66 or even 1:72.
People using very long-for-caliber bullets, like .223
target shooters using 80+ grain bullets, sometimes use
barrels with a 1:7 or even 1:6.5 barrels.
I think that’s an interesting subject to study, but if
you’re a handgunner shooting bullets of the normal
weight (and therefore length) for your caliber, you
don’t need to worry about it. The factory takes care
of you on that one. What IS important however, is
that the muzzle be cut off squarely, and the muzzle
crown (absolute end of the barrel) be undamaged. An
uneven end of the barrel lets one side of the base of
the bullet exit the barrel before the other, and that will
seriously degrade accuracy. The pressure behind the
bullet can then “tip” the bullet just as it exits, so it
starts out wobbling and goes who-knows-where.

School Safety Classes Coming
								

by Larry Arnold

Back in the 83rd Texas Legislature Senate Bill 1857, “Relating to the certification of certain qualified
handgun instructors to conduct school safety training,” by Craig Estes, became effective Sept. 1, 2013.

It told DPS to set up a School Safety class. Taught by instructors drawn from the CHL instructor ranks, it
would provide to employees of a school district or an open-enrollment charter school who hold licenses to
carry training in the following:
(1) the protection of students;

(2) interaction of license holders with first responders;

(3) tactics for denying an intruder entry into a classroom or school facility; and

(4) methods for increasing a license holder’s accuracy with a handgun while under duress.

The school safety certification course must include not less than 15 hours and not more than 20 hours of
instruction.

DPS has opened registration for LTC instructors to be certified to teach the School Safety class. Go to the
CHLS site, http://www.dps.texas.gov/rsd/chl/index.htm, and look under Instructor Resources.

The instructor application form, LTC-94, is a fill-in-and-print PDF, which apparently must be snail-mailed
with a check for the course fee of $100. It asks if you have taught four LTC classes in the last year, and if you
currently hold a valid LTC Instructor Certification.
Several other downloads are listed, but password protected. The only training schedule information we
have is that classes are limited to 12 instructor students.
www.txcha.org
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Shots from the 2017
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TCHA Conference
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GETTING YOUR TACTICAL (BEACH) BODY READY FOR SUMMER
											 by Austin Davis
“Strong people are generally more useful and harder to kill”
(Mark Rippentoe)
Great Quote! So how strong are you? How is your Tactile Body performing?
Fitness is not just for a long, fun life...fitness is also what can save your life in a bad situation. You don’t have
to be Tier One Operator Level Fitness to survive in a critical dynamic incident, but just some basic functional
fitness can pull your fat out of the fire.
At Virtual Tactical Academy since 2013, I’ve seen hundreds of people go through thousands of truly realistic
virtual reality gunfights. One huge (no pun intended) take away is that a vast majority of my students expect
some tactical tool/trick to increase their survivability when it is obvious they are barely strong enough to
function as a healthy individual in day to day life.
Here are few specific areas I’d like to share that can be easily corrected with even the most basic plan:
Hand Strength:
This is the most important link in the kinetic chain. It doesn’t really matter how strong the rest of your body
is, if you have a weak grip, you can’t really hold onto your gun, or grasp with enough force to lift yourself up
or even hold off an attacker’s limb.
There are tons of hand squeezers on the market that might help you because you need grip strength. Another
tool I use personally for my grip strength is the basic kettle bell swing.
Arm/Shoulder Strength:
Holding even a lightweight handgun at full extension seems to exhaust my students quicker than just about
any other physical task. Seems like when we go to “Low Ready” at full extension we are often at “Point At
My Feet” Ready in less than a minute. In the real world, you may have to hold someone at gun point for more
than 20 seconds.
The humble push-up fixes a whole lot of issues here. You don’t have to build up to a huge number of pushups to make that gun feel a lot lighter for a lot longer. The best part of the push-up is that it is almost infinitely
scalable from the push away from the wall push-up to the TRX Feet Elevated Atomic Push-Up (youtube it...
it’s cool!).
Squat (Unassisted):
Many of you can get into a squat position...but can’t get out of a squat position. You know it’s true!! The
ability to lower your target profile, get behind cover/concealment, or seek a safer angle is an obvious increase
in survivability. You need to be able to squat and move in order to do that. You have to be able to squat but to
also be able to stand back up to go to a safer place.
When people can’t get off the toilet, or get out of a chair without outside assistance is when people have to
go to assisted living facilities. That’s why I’m very serious about protecting my own squat pattern to give me
more years of independent living.
The fix for the squat is a simple as learning to do an “air” squat. Once you master the air squat there are many
ways to add resistance and restore/refine a truly beneficial functional movement pattern.
Ability to Get Off the Floor (Tactical Turtle):
For many of my students the biggest tactical wake up call is when they trip, fall or somehow end up on the
ground or floor and are truly as helpless as a turtle on it’s back.
As difficult it is for a turtle to get upright, imagine how difficult it might be for you to get up at the same time
12
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you are trying to keep the gun pointed in a safe direction and treating the gun in a safe manner.
To practice this and improve your skill, first step: Do not use a real gun! Take your fingers and make a
“finger gun”. From a standing position and keeping your “finger gun” pointed in a safe position, lower
yourself to the ground with your “off” hand again while trying to focus on keeping your “finger gun” pointed
in a safe direction or where the threat would be for this practice. Once you’ve mastered the easy side (the side
that is opposite your “finger gun” hand), then it’s time to make sure you can do it on both sides.
Start slow on this one! It’s a great exercise and you will feel it the next day! It builds strength, I promise.
Just Too Fat to Function:
Sometimes we just have to be honest with ourselves---can you move? Can you draw easily? Can you duck
and cover? If you can’t you need a plan. Your extra weight is more of a danger to you than some criminal
kicking in your door or attacking you in a parking lot.
If you’re serious about not being too fat to function, I’ve got a Simple Three Step Plan (and just because it’s
simple does not mean it’s easy!).
Step One:
Clear Written Goals Daily (because any behavior not reinforced daily is easily lost). A simple spiral notebook
and a few minutes a day of reflection to get clarity and honesty about your goals. A goal is a dream with a
deadline. Without a deadline, it’s just a weak wish.
Step Two:
Keep a Food Log for Thirty Days. You can use any number of tools or apps or just the spiral notebook from
Step One. Whatever works. Everyone needs to figure out what eating style works for them. High fat, low
carb, calorie counting, vegan, whatever. My experience is we cannot manage what we cannot measure.
Thirty days of writing down everything you eat and drink will give you a road map to use to find what works
best for you in the long run. In the long run for battle of the bulge.
Step Three:
Exercise. We use written goals to keep us motivated. We use our food log to keep us honest about what we
really do and do not eat. We use exercise to add muscle. Muscle is metabolically active tissue and more is
almost always better than less.
The most important part about exercise is “do no harm”. That means seek out professional advice of a doctor
and quite possibly a physical trainer. The second most important part of the plan is consistency. Any program
that does not hurt you done over a long enough time will give you great results. There is no substitute for
consistency.
In closing, please do not think I am making fun or mocking anyone with physical challenges. This is directed
at my students who I see everyday who want to improve their survivability. Often they seek another piece of
equipment or some sort of tactical tip to increase their survivability while ignoring the obvious issues of the
benefits of a healthy lifestyle and being functionally fit.
“Every time you train, train with the motivation and purpose that you will be the hardest person someone ever
tried to kill.”
(Anonymous)
Austin Davis
http://www.kangaroocarry.com
http://www.virtualtacticalacademy.com
http://www.davisseminars.com
www.txcha.org
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with Larry Arnold

Question:

I am a commissioned Police
Officer in San Antonio. What
would I need to do to be able
to teach LTC courses? Does
being an Officer already cut
out the training? Or is there
a class I must attend and
where can I do it here in San
Antonio? Any advice would be
appreciated. Thanks JeCody C

Answer:

Your requirements are the
same as ours. First, you must
be a handgun instructor, with
certification through TCOLE
or NRA. Then you must attend
the DPS instructor training
class in Austin.
For more complete
information, check with DPS
at http://www.dps.texas.gov/
rsd/chl/index.htm

Question:

Hello, I’m a NJ resident
looking to obtain a nonresident CCW permit in
your state. The reason is
Pennsylvania has reciprocity
with your state. I already have
a CCW for Virginia, Florida
and Utah. I believe you have
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a qualification that I would
have to pass? Would my other
permits meet your criteria for
an application? What is the
process and where do I have
to go to start the process?
Any help would greatly be
appreciated. Thanks Frank

Answer:

In order to get a Texas nonresident License to Carry you
must first come to Texas and
take a Texas LTC class. Then
you make application online
at http://www.dps.texas.gov/
rsd/chl/index.htm and get
fingerprints and, since you
have an out-of-state driver’s
license, supply a photograph.
The fees are the same as a
resident’s license.
Hope that helps.

Question:

As a Texas resident, can I open
carry with a Florida nonresident license in Texas? Yada
D.

Answer:

The short answer is yes, it is
legal.

www.txcha.org

However, we strongly recommend that Texans get a
Texas LTC. There are several
states, like Colorado, that don’t
recognize non-resident licenses. The Texas license to carry
class covers the extensive
Texas law you need to successfully carry in the state. Plus,
if you ever need your handgun for self-defense you will
undergo a police investigation,
and maybe even a jury trial.
I wouldn’t want to explain
to those folks why I blew off
learning about Texas law.

Question:

I recently moved to Texas
from California where I had a
carry permit. I am wondering
now that I am a Texas resident
and have a TX driver’s license
if my California permit is still
valid or if it is now void?
Scott L

Answer:

I don’t know California law,
particularly whether that state
voids your California carry
permit once you are no longer
a resident.

If your permit is still valid
under California law, then
as far as Texas is concerned
you can use it to carry in
Texas, as long as you carry
in accordance with the Texas
carry laws.
Note that in certain other
states, like Colorado, a nonresident license is NOT valid.
However, we highly
recommend you take the
Texas license class, which
concentrates on Texas laws
related to carrying and selfdefense, and get your Texas
license to carry.

Question:

Hello, I am a displaced Texan,
Retired Military, Firearms
Instructor, NRA, CA DOJ,
Utah, Certified, who will be
coming home in 1 to 2 years. I
was hoping you

could help guide me a little.
I am interested in the state of
firearms instruction in Texas
and my options for teaching
about 4 classes a month,
whether through a range or
freelance. I have built my
small business by myself and
in a couple years have amassed
about 400+ students, CCW and
otherwise. I am not wanting
to become a millionaire doing
this, I just want to continue,
and make about $20k a year
like I am doing now.

Any help will be greatly
appreciated. Jeff S

Is this the correct place to be
looking for info or do you
recommend I look somewhere
else? If so, where?

Texas Parks and Wildlife
certifies Hunter Education
instructors.

My wife and I have narrowed
down where we want to go
to either NE Hill Country or
SW Hill country, smaller town
areas, about 25 acres with little
to no regulation.

How much you make will, of
course, depend on how you
run your business.where it is
legal to carry a handgun with a
license.

Answer:

Welcome back! In order
to teach the Texas License
to Carry class you have
to be certified through the
Department of Public Safety.
They require you to be a
firearms instructor through
NRA or a similar program first.
That may change, depending
on what our Legislature does
in the next few weeks.

NRA instruction is welcomed.

Larry Arnold is a longtime firearm and LTC Instructor. He is also a member of the TCHA Board of Directors and is our
Legislative Director and Public Information Officer. Each quarter Larry provides us with answers to the most interesting
questions submitted to our office.

“Personally, I carry a gun because I’m too young to die and too old to
take an ass whoopin’.”
www.txcha.org
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TCHA Proudly Announces the Challenge Coin –
Available NOW through the TCHA Store!
by Larry Patterson
https://shop.txcha.org/category-s/1831.htm
Challenge Coin History

Challenge coin is a small coin bearing the
organization’s insignia or emblem and carried by the
members of the organization.
There are several different stories on how the
challenge coin started.
One story is the Roman Empire rewarded soldiers by
presenting them with a challenge coin to recognize
their achievements.
The most common story is that challenge coins
started in World War I. American volunteers from
all different parts of the country formed new flying
squadrons.
In one squadron there was a wealthy Lieutenant
who ordered the coins be struck in solid bronze and
presented them to his unit.
Then it became a tradition to ensure that all members
of a unit carried the coin with them at all times. This
was accomplished by asking to see their coin. If you
could not provide one, then you are required to buy
them a drink. If you did provide one, then they had to
buy you a drink. So, it pays to carry your coin with
you all the times. This is also known as a coin check.
Another story of challenge coins dates back to World
War II. They were used by the Office of Strategic
Service personnel who were deployed in Nazi held
France. The coins were simply a local coin used as a
“bona fides” during personal meetings to help verify a
person. This helped prevent infiltration into a meeting
16

by a spy who may have advance knowledge of the
meeting time and place. The coin was used to identify
who was to be allowed into the meeting and to keep
out all unauthorized personnel.
While another story places challenge coins in the post
Korean Conflict era. Colonel William “Buffalo Bill”
Quinn had coins made for those who served in his
17th Infantry Regiment during 1950 and 1951.
Challenge coins were also given out in the Vietnam
War by Colonel Verne Green, commander of the 10th
Special Forces Group – A. He had a special coin
struck with the unit’s crest and motto in 1969. Until
the 1980s, his unit was the only unit with an active
challenge coin.
The challenge coin tradition has spread to other
military units and even to non-military organizations
and the United States Congress.
The Board of Directors of the Texas Concealed
Handgun Association decided to carry on this tradition
by offering a challenge coin of our own to our
members.
The TCHA Challenge Coin was presented for the
first time at our 20 year anniversary convention in
Kerrville this year. The cost is $15.00 each while
supplies last.
We will be making history and adding our own
chapter to the tale of challenge coins.

www.txcha.org

FROM CONCERNED CITIZEN TO PROUD GUN OWNER
I have been part of TCHA for 5 years. I was a guy who had never used a handgun though I had shot rifles in my
life. TCHA taught me how to use my revolver and how a would-be-intruder will now find resistance!
I am your Treasurer and have been since May 2014. Thank you for trusting me with this responsibility. I would
like to share the benefits of being part of TCHA as I see it:
1. Informative articles on various topics through our Quarterly Journal.
2. Fellowship among all Members allows us to develop relationships that we would never develop otherwise.
3. We have various training opportunities during the times between each Annual Conference. Your Board is 		
working hard to set up locations around the State for training and shooting experiences.
4. We help you keep up with what is going on in Austin legislatively. Several Members know persons in our 		
State government who can give us unique perspectives. We do not lobby; we collect and share information 		
for all of our Members.
5. We work very hard to put together an extra special Annual Conference in Kerrville each year.
Please let me share why all of us must give each person we know the chance to be a TCHA Member. We should
have several thousand Members! Please do offer all your gun friends the chance to join us in 2017!
We live in very dangerous times: home invasion, terror cells in our Neighborhoods, radicals who do not like us,
and even fellow citizens who may want to do us harm.
I thank My God that we live in the greatest Nation on earth. It will be you and me that will protect our Freedoms for the rest of our lives. Please help us swell our ranks! In God We Trust!!!

Boyd H Grimes, Treasurer
t o.
It’ss as simple
It
e as one two.
tw

Now Available...
!

2017 Edition, Traveler's Guide to the Firearm Laws
of the 50 States

$15.00
The definitive book on carrying firearms in the 50 states.
Written in plain English by lawyer J. Scott Kappas. To order
this book, go http://shop.txcha.org/product-p/50-stateslaws-2017.htm or complete and mail the TCHA Store form
included in this journal.

EVERY GUN LA
LLAW
AW
AW
SPELLED OUT
IN PLAIN ENGLISH

DON’T END UP
IN MORE TROUBLE
THAN THE CROOK

Only $14.95 each—get both for $25!

Better than guessing: know the rules and stay safe.
Deep discounts for instructors, ranges and stores—
great for your students and customers!

Call 1-800-707-4020

GunLaws.com
GET THEM AS eBOOKS TOO

“If you knew all your rights you might demand them.”
BLOOMFIELD PRESS Fighting for our rights since 1989

www.txcha.org
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TCHA Store

For fastest service, order directly from our e-store at shop.txcha.org. For those without internet
access, please fill out and mail this page to Texas Concealed Handgun Association, P.O. Box 161713,
Austin, TX 78716 or call 866-516-5117.

CLASSROOM AIDS

Sign set (TABC 51% Eng. & Span., 30.06/30.07 Eng. & Span., TABC Felony Notice) $20 Qty
TCHA Standardized Student Workbook (8 ½ x 11, spiral bound)
50+ copies, $6 each. 10-49, $8 each. 1-9, $12 each.
Qty
TCHA Standardized Power Point DVD (2015 Edition – covers 2015-2016 LTC Laws)
The definitive lesson plan, companion to the workbook listed above $30 Qty
Traveler’s Guide to the Firearms Laws of the Fifty States (Current Edition)
by J. Scott Kappas $15
Qty

Price $
Price $
Price $
Price $

TCHA Logo Merchandise

Window Decal (3” Round, exterior) $3
Qty
TCHA Patch (3” Round, embroidered) $5
Qty
TCHA Life Member Patch (4” tall X 3” wide, round plus rockers, embroidered)
Available only to Life Members) $5
Qty
TCHA Hat (Port & Company, Adjustable, 2” Round Logo) $15
Qty
Colors: Black, Red, Grey, Sangria
List Color choices(s):

Price $
Price $
Price $
Price $

Other merchandise with the TCHA logo is available only through our e-store, shop.txcha.org.

Shipping:
Less than $10.00 = .49¢
$10.00 - $19.00 = $7.00
$20.00 - $49.99 = $10.00
$50.00 - $74.99 = $13.00
$75.00 - $99.99 = $17.00
$100.00 - $299.00 = $21.00

Shipping $___________

$300.00 - $399.00 = $30.00
$400.00 - $499.00 = $35.00
$500.00 - $599.00 = $45.00
$600.00 - $699.00 = $55.00
$700.00 - $799.00 = $65.00
$800.00 & over = $75.00

Subtotal $___________
*Sales TAX @ 8.25% $__________
Total $___________
*Sales tax includes a tax on shipping per the Texas Comptroller

Name:
Mailing Address:
City:
Home Phone:

County:

St.

Zip:

Bus. Phone:

E-Mail Address:
Card Number:

Exp. Date:
www.txcha.org
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CVV#

Revision 10/2016

TEXAS CONCEALED HANDGUN ASSOCIATION
PO Box 161713, Austin, TX 78716-1713

Membership Application or Renewal
TM

Name
Street Address
City

County

State

Zip Code

Mailing Address (if different)
Home Phone

Business Phone

Cell Phone

E-Mail

Membership Category: [Mark (X) By All That Apply]
 Texas License to Carry (LTC) Instructor #
 Texas License to Carry (LTC) Permit Holder #
 Out-of-State Concealed Handgun License Instructor or Permit Holder #
 Active or Retired Law Enforcement Officer

 Concerned Citizen

 Current Member #

I want to join as:  Annual Membership (New member or Renewal) $30  3-yr Membership (New Member or Renewal) $80

 Life Membership $600
Payment Options:

 Cash

 Senior Life Membership $300 (65 years +)
 Check or Money Order

Card Number

 Credit Card (complete the following)

Expiration Date (mm/yy)

I wish to receive the Newsletter by:

 Email

CVV Code

 Paper

Referred to the association by:
As a member of the Texas Concealed Handgun Association, I will
1) Promote informed responsible handgun safety, ownership and education,
2) Uphold the Federal and Texas Constitutional rights and privileges of every law-abiding person to own, possess and use firearms,
and
3) Support the Texas Concealed Handgun Association's legislative and regulatory advocacy mission.

Signature

Date

If you are a Texas LTC Instructor, please submit a copy of your Texas LTC Instructor Certificate with this application.
*** Membership dues payable to the Texas Concealed Handgun Association
(TCHA) are not tax deductible for federal income tax purposes ***

www.txcha.org

(Revised 10/1/2015)
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Texas Concealed Handgun Association
P.O. Box 161713
Austin, TX 78716
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Your Membership Expires:
Check out our new Facebook page and friend us for all updates.

Help the Association Save Money...Check your membership expiration date and
RENEW your membership NOW!
To keep updated on Texas reciprocity, check DPS website at:
http://www.dps.texas.gov/RSD/CHL/Legal/Reciprocity/index.htm
or Texas Concealed Handgun Association’s website at:
http://txcha.org/texas-ltc-information/texas-ltc-reciprocity/

FIREARMS PROGRAM

Texas LawShield
Firearms Legal
Defense Program

Call 855-478-6607
www.texaslawshield.com

