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Please  

remember our 
military men 
and women 

       and their families. 

The Heller Case Unlikely to Have Much Effect 
in Texas  

by Chris Bird 

 
 “A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, 
shall not be infringed.” – Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 
 
 By now almost everybody who owns a gun has heard that in the landmark Heller Case, the U.S. Supreme Court confirmed that 
the Second Amendment protects an individual’s right to keep and bear arms. The judgment has been greeted as a great win for gun 
owners, particularly those who keep guns for self-defense. 
 Alan Gottlieb, chairman of the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms said he celebrated when the decision 
was announced. “We popped the Champagne cork.” He described the judgment as “monumental.”  
 “I view the Heller decision as the second shot heard around the world. The American Revolution was the first,” he said.   
 NRA Executive Vice President Wayne LaPierre said in a statement: “This is a great moment in American history. It vindicates 
individual Americans all over this country who have always known that this is their freedom worth protecting.  Our founding fa-
thers wrote and intended the Second Amendment to be an individual right. The Supreme Court has now acknowledged it. The Sec-
ond Amendment as an individual right now becomes a real permanent part of American Constitutional law.   
 Erich Pratt, director of communications for Gun Owners of America, said: “I think it’s going to send a ripple effect that is go-
ing to be felt way into the future. It was certainly a good decision for honest gun owners and certainly it was a bad day for gun-
control advocates.” 
 Here in Texas, most of us have always known that the Second Amendment protects an individual right. Compared to states like 
Illinois and New Jersey or cities like Chicago and New York, our gun laws are relatively liberal (in the old meaning of the word.) 
So what effect is the judgment likely to have here? Not much, according to some of the experts.  
 James Dark, executive director of the Texas State Rifle Association, doesn’t foresee the judgment changing anything here. 
 “We don’t have any state laws that seem like they rise to the level that they are liable to be struck down,” he said. 
“I think it is a tremendous step forward for gun owners in this country.  
 The best thing about it is we have this collective rights nonsense that’s been getting pushed for the last couple of decades by the 
Brady Campaign and people like that. That thing has been put to bed, hopefully for good.” 
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Heller Case - continued from page 1 
 
 The decision was a five to four split in the court with Associate Justice Antonin Scalia writing for the majority. He was 
joined in his opinion by Chief Justice John Roberts and Associate Justices Clarence Thomas, Samuel Alito, and Anthony Ken-
nedy. 
 The judgment struck down Washington D.C.’s total ban on private ownership of handguns as unconstitutional. The court 
ordered that Dick Heller, a special police officer, be issued with a license to possess a functional handgun in his home. 
 It ruled that the Second Amendment guarantees ordinary people the right to have a handgun for self-defense and that the gun 
doesn’t have to be stored with a trigger lock or in pieces so that it is inoperable as the D.C. law requires.  
 It was no surprise that the court allows restrictions on the right. After all, every time you board a commercial flight you are 
subject to search and your legally owned property subject to seizure by government functionaries whether they have probable 
cause to believe you are committing a crime or not. The Fourth Amendment was written to prevent such abuses but it doesn’t. 
 The judgment states that the right is not unlimited. It is “not a right to keep and carry any weapon whatsoever in any manner 
whatsoever and for whatever purpose.” 
 The court stated: “Nothing in our opinion should be taken to cast doubt on long standing prohibitions on the possession of 
firearms by felons and the mentally ill, or laws forbidding the carrying of firearms in sensitive places such as schools and govern-
ment buildings, or laws imposing conditions and qualifications on the commercial sale of arms.” 
 It also restricted the right to weapons in “common use,” apparently excluding machineguns. It included handguns which the 
court said were the overwhelming choice of people for defense of themselves and their families. 
 So what effect does the Supreme Court judgment have in other jurisdictions? Opinions differ. One federal judge said of the 
decision: “Now we have to figure out what it means.” 
 Most gun-rights supporters look on the judgment as a significant victory that will lead to challenges of existing laws. 
Gottlieb said the decision provides a foundation for future litigation.  
 “It’s going to be the starting point for us to then move up the ladder where before we couldn’t reach the ladder, now we can. 
That’s a good sign.” 
 Pratt is happy with the decision because he feels it will likely have a significant impact on the lower courts. Also many of 
the arguments trumpeted by the anti-gun radicals have been shot down (pun intended) by the decision. 
 “They love to say no court has ever used the Second Amendment to strike down a gun-control law; there is no individual 
right to keep and bear arms apart from membership in a militia; guns should only be used by the military and police, on and on 
and on. The court just slammed these arguments,” Pratt said. 
 The litigation has already started. Several gun rights organizations have filed suits in federal court against restrictive gun 
laws in Chicago and San Francisco. The Second Amendment Foundation and the Illinois State Rifle Association filed suit in fed-
eral court against the City of Chicago. That city has a total ban on ordinary people having guns similar to the ban in D.C. The 
NRA filed a separate suit against Chicago. Gottlieb said there are significant differences between the two suits. 
 “The plaintiffs in our suit have all applied for permits and been denied.” 
 In the NRA case none of the plaintiffs had actually applied for a permit, he said. They just wanted to apply. In the Heller 
case, several of the original plaintiffs had not made application and therefore had not been rejected so the courts had excluded 
them from the suit. 
 In addition, the NRA and the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms have filed a suit against San Fran-
cisco and its Public Housing Authority. Residents in public housing are not allowed to own guns of any kind. None of the suits 
involve any plaintiffs who have broken the laws. 
 “We’re trying to bring a nice clean case that has nice plaintiffs to it,” Gottlieb said. 
 In D.C., the mayor has stated that only revolvers will be licensed which will be challenged in court, Gottlieb added. His or-
ganizations will also challenge New York City over its permit system because at present it takes six months and costs an exces-
sive amount of money to get a permit to own a gun there. 
 “After New York City it starts to become a little iffy,” Gottlieb said. 
 He agreed that most of the effect of the judgment will be felt in the states and cities with the most restrictive gun laws and 
would not be felt much if at all in states like Texas. 
 So it appears that the Heller Case was a great win in principal for gun owners and a bulwark against further erosion of gun 

rights. 
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Conceal Carry on Campus Begins in 
Harrold, Texas  

By James F. Zipperer. Sr. 
 

  
 A small school district in Harrold, Texas made the decision last October to allow faculty and staff to conceal 
carry on campus given certain district requirements are met.  These conditions include the following: the person 
carrying must be licensed legally by the state with a CHL; they must receive written authorization from the school 
district to do so; they must obtain crisis management training for hostile situations; and they must use ammunition 
designed to minimize ricochets in hallways.   
 The school in question is approximately 30 minutes from the Sheriff’s office in Wilbarger County and is located 
in a heavily trafficked area near US 287 making it what the district felt was a logical target area.  The decision came 
after nearly a year of discussions.  The district already had safeguards in place such as one way access to cam-
pus, electronic door locks, and surveillance cameras.   
  School superintendent David Thweatt was quoted in the Fort Worth Star Telegram as saying, "When the fed-
eral government started making schools gun-free zones, that's when all of these shootings started. Why would you 
put it out there that a group of people can't defend themselves? That's like saying 'sic 'em' to a dog,"  
 Governor Rick Perry has been quoted as saying “It's fine for teachers to pack heat on campus if they are ap-
propriately trained and licensed.”.  He also stated, "I think it's up to those local school districts,” according to the 
Austin Bureau.   He went on to say, “Districts should decide for themselves whether to let teachers carry guns at 
school.”   
 “Gun free zones” have created an invitation to the mentally ill to create havoc in what they perceive to be a pro-
tected environment.  According to the Safe School Initiative Final Report, a joint effort of the Secret Service and the 
United States Department of Education designed to study the aftermath of 37 reported incidents of targeted school 
shootings from 1974 until June 2000, they could find no accurate or useful “profile” of students who engaged in 
targeted school violence.  They did find, however, that most attackers had no history of prior violent or criminal be-
havior.  This study was designed to examine the thought process, planning, and behavior of those that committed 
these school attacks.  One interesting finding was that incidents of targeted violence at school rarely are sudden, 
impulsive acts.  This means that a well thought out attack will be hard to defend against using the traditional wait 
for the police method.  They also found that prior to most incidents, other people knew about the attacker’s idea 
and/or plan to attack.  The study also found that most attackers did not threaten their targets directly prior to ad-
vancing the attack.   
 Bear with me here as we are formulating a theory that would defend concealed carry on campus, and show 
that police response will be too late to be effective.  Keep in mind that this is not intended to misrepresent the qual-
ity job most police departments do.  We must however understand why their response time would not be effective 
or efficient in most cases on campus and that is where this thought process is headed.   
 The study went on to point out that most attackers engaged in some behavior, prior to the incident, that caused 
others concern or indicated a need for help.  In many cases, other students were involved in the attack in some 
capacity.  Most attackers had access to and had used weapons prior to the attack.  The most important finding with 
regards to the decision in Harrold was despite prompt law enforcement responses, most attacks were stopped by 
means other than law enforcement intervention.  This finding alone should be considered a “smoking gun” to coin 
an ironic phrase.  Think about that again, even though law enforcement was prompt, most of the time the event 
had been stopped by a non-law enforcement entity.   
 While schools implement plans directed towards the safety of students, the study presents a significant implica-
tion with regard to this last finding.  “The short duration of most incidents of targeted school violence argues for the 
importance of developing preventive measures in addition to any emergency planning for a school or school dis-
trict.  The preventive measures should include protocols and procedures for responding to and managing threats 
and other behaviors of concern.  Hence the decision by the Harrold School District to allow staff and faculty to con-
ceal carry while on the job.   
 
 

 



5 

Harrold, Texas — continued from page 4 

 
  
 

 
 
 

  
 
 This brings us to the relevance of this article to conceal carry on campus.  When a police officer does 
arrive in the nick of time, he/she still does not know who the perpetrator actually is.  While the officer 
responds in the dark, the faculty or staff member who is carrying concealed and is on the site when the 
event begins, already knows who is who and how to respond.  This is a critical element in the difference 
between saving lives and losing lives.  While the officer will respond and try to assess what is going on, 
they will lose valuable time and be in harms way themselves while they figure it out.  In most cases of on 
campus officers, they will know the employee who is licensed to carry and will understand the situation 
upon arrival.  While all staff and faculty will not conceal carry, the implication that any employee might 
be carrying will go a long way to eliminate what the study has already determined to be incidents that are 
preplanned.  By allowing conceal carry on campus, the school plants the message to those that would 
wish to shoot at will, to do so at your own risk.  This article is my opinion based on 12 years of teaching 
on a Texas campus and five years of teaching convicted felons within the Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice.  I for one prefer to be armed in the classroom and will take my chances one on one with the at-
tacker as opposed to any bureaucratic “lock-down” plan that involves a delayed response time by campus 
police.  If we learned anything from Katrina, we should know that if a plan won’t work, it is not a plan. 
 

James F. Zipperer is a Professor of Economics at  
Lone Star College - Montgomery and faculty  

advisor to the award winning  
2nd Amendment Academy  

A Friendly Reminder to Instructors 
 

When processing your T-100s for veterans, please make sure a copy of their military release from 
active duty form DD-214 is placed in their packet.  Without the DD-214, the veteran cannot get the half-
price benefit from the state when processing their license.  If not placed in the original packet, the proc-
essing of their license can be delayed for months.  Also note that the DD-214 cannot be sent directly 
from the national archives to the Department of Public Safety.  It must either accompany the T-100 
packet, or be stapled to a form letter that is mailed back by the processing department.  This benefit saves 
the veteran a considerable 
amount of money and 
all instruc- tors should 
notify their students as 
they sign up for classes. 
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Current Changes in the TCHA 

 
The board members of TCHA are currently in the process of  updating computers and computer files in 
order to service orders and provide information in a faster, more efficient manner.  With the growth of 
the organization, the process for providing membership cards and membership orders for products has 
been reevaluated.  As a result of these changes, this newsletter along with membership card mailings, 
have been delayed.  TCHA should be back in proper working order by the beginning of September and 
operating efficiently once more.  I would like to thank all of the members for their support and patience 
during this transition period.  The board made the decision to upgrade our mailing list system from a 
spreadsheet format to a database to allow us to provide faster and more efficient collection of informa-
tion.  This new system should allow for the estimated future growth in keeping with statistics provided 
by DPS.  If your membership card has been delayed, please accept my apologies and be assured you will 
receive it soon, and the newsletter will resume its standard delivery on a regular bi-monthly basis.  
Thank you for your patience and continued support of TCHA.  
 

Chris Bird, President  
 
 

Article Submission by Members 
 
Any member who would like to have an article published in this newsletter may submit their text in Word for-
mat electronically to the editor at the following email address: jfz_usmc@yahoo.com.  If you would like to 
submit, but prefer to mail in a printed article, please feel free to forward it to me at 3091 College Park Drive, 
Conroe, Texas 77384.  Submissions will be reviewed and those selected for publication will be screened and 
edited by the committee.  If your article is selected, it will be printed in a timely manner based on current 
need.  We are in the home stretch in what could be the most critical election for Pro Right supporters in mod-
ern history.  Now is the time to become active and your articles can help make that difference.  Thank you for 
your continued support. 
 

 
 

 
 
       

EAGLES BLUFF RANCH 
830/459-7444 or 325/446-8597 

Junction, TX 76849 
Providing hunts on several ranches in Kimble County area. 

Axis, Blackbuck, Sika, Fallow, Audad and Hogs.  Fed year round. 
Fishing included. 

Lodging on ranch or Motels within 3 miles 
 

Texas Concealed Handgun Association Member 
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It Not Only Could Happen Here, It Did 

 
By 

Chris Bird 
 
 
THE GREAT NEW ORLEANS GUN GRAB: DESCENT INTO ANARCHY, by Gordon Hutchinson and Todd Masson. 
2007. Published by Louisiana Publishing, Inc., P.O. Box 1199, Boutte, LA 70039; phone: 800-538-4355; on-line; 
www.neworleansgungrab.com Price: $19.95, plus $2.95 postage and handling; also from Amazon.com 
 To those head-in-the-sand people who say mass gun confiscations couldn’t happen in America, a new book is the perfect 
response. The Great New Orleans Gun Grab: Descent into Anarchy details the appalling story of how, in the wake of Hurri-
cane Katrina, law enforcement officers in New Orleans took legally owned firearms from residents who had committed no 
crime. 
 These confiscations took place in blatant disregard for the U.S. and Louisiana constitutions at a time when New Orleans 
police were providing little or no service or protection for residents of the Crescent City. 
 The book was written by Gordon Hutchinson and Todd Masson and is published by Louisiana Publishing, Inc. Hutchinson 
was an officer with the 82nd Airborne Division during the Vietnam era and is now a firearms writer and shooting sports colum-
nist. Masson is an award winning writer and editor for Louisiana Sportsman and several other outdoor magazines. 
 I recounted in detail one of the stories of survival that came out of New Orleans and touched on some of the gun confisca-
tions in one chapter of my book, Thank God I Had a Gun. But the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina deserved a book of its own 
and The Great New Orleans Gun Grab is it. The stories are well told and the writing is excellent. I particularly liked the details 
of the people and neighborhoods involved in each incident. However, it is difficult for a gun owner to read the book without 
getting angry at the criminal behavior of those who were sworn to uphold the law. 
 The stories include: 

A lawyer disarmed and arrested supposedly for public intoxication at his home then pepper sprayed and repeatedly 
shot with beanbag rounds while in custody. 

Another lawyer and former Army officer used a 30-30 Winchester on a hoard of looters who broke into his backyard. 
He then had to protect his mother from police officers. 

A woman had to be protected by the 82nd Airborne from abusive cops. 
A frail, elderly woman who was disarmed, knocked to the ground and severely injured by several large police officers 

after they forced their way into her kitchen. This attack was seen on television around the world. 
Two cases of legally owned guns being seized at gunpoint from people on boats on Lake Pontchartrain by sheriff’s 

deputies. 
In most cases the police officers were trying to force people to obey a “mandatory evacuation order.” The authors 

speculate that the real reason for trying to get many of these residents out of the city was to stop them from making critical 
comments to the news media about the incompetence of the authorities. 
 One of the most disturbing parts of the book is the epilogue. The attempt by the NRA and the Second Amendment Foun-
dation to stop the confiscations and get the illegally seized guns returned to their owners is called “The Second Battle of New 
Orleans.” The authors recount how lawyers for New Orleans first denied in federal court that the city had any seized firearms. 
After delaying and obfuscating for months, they admitted having more than 1,000 guns but when revealed most were rusted 
beyond repair. Nearly three years later most of the firearms have not been returned to their owners. 

As a result of the illegal gun confiscations, the Louisiana legislature passed a law that specifically prohibits law en-
forcement officers from seizing legally owned guns from law-abiding residents during emergencies such as hurricanes. Asked 
what he thought of the new law in a radio interview, the current chief of the New Orleans police Warren Riley stated: “During 
circumstances like that, we cannot allow people to walk the streets carrying guns. As law-enforcement officers, we will confis-
cate the weapon if the person is walking down the street, and they may be arrested.” 

So, despite the valiant work of the NRA and Second Amendment Foundation, is anything likely to be different next 
time a hurricane devastates New Orleans? We can only wait and see. 
 
Chris Bird is author of The Concealed Handgun Manual and Thank God I Had a Gun: True Accounts of Self-Defense. 
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No Safe Places 
 

By Don Myers 
 

 Recently, there were two Christian musicians who were leaving a recording studio and were murdered for two dollars and 
their car. I paid little attention to the news report initially, nor did I listen to the names of the two victims. Three days later, I 
received an e-mail from a woman friend who had received her CHL by taking my course along with her son and daughter.  The 
e-mail read, 'Hi Don, my son, Steve, was murdered Thursday. His funeral is at....' 
 I sat there stunned. Steve had been licensed through my instruction. I had been to a couple of activities that he and his 
mother attended - in both cases they were armed. I knew Steve's mother believed as I do that you never go anywhere unarmed if 
it is legal to carry in those places. I did not know Steve as well as I did his mother, but I found him to be very likable and smart. 
In fact, I later discovered that he was probably a genius. Of course after getting that terrible news, I couldn't help wonder if he 
was armed that night. I assume that he wasn't because of the deadly results of his encounter with two heartless thugs. Both 
criminals were captured the next day. A television interview showed that one of them was almost proud of what they had done. 
Apparently, he is feeling good about being a 'gangsta' now.' 
 I attended Steve's funeral wishing that I could ask if Steve had been armed that awful night, but knew it would be totally 
inappropriate to ask such an insensitive question. After the funeral service was over, I watched as the ushers allowed the family 
members to leave the sanctuary first. I couldn't help notice that Steve's mother and sister were carrying handbags made of nylon 
that were an odd shape. Of course, it was obvious to me why they were carrying those bags and what was in them. 
 I waited my turn to give condolences to Steve's mother. Then as I approached her, she said in a voice that was a mixture of 
crying and disbelief, 'Don, Steve didn't have his gun! He always carries his gun! When he comes to my house, he has his gun on 
him under his shirt. He doesn't go anywhere without his gun! Don, he didn't have his gun! In fact, when the police were telling 
me about the shooting, I asked them where Steve's gun was. They said that they had not found his gun so I told them that the 
criminals have it. Later,we found it at his home.' 
 I was sick. The tragedy was bad enough, but for him to be killed on one of the few nights where he had forgotten to take his 
gun seemed to rub salt into the wounds of those of us who cared for him. I am always amazed at how many people who have 
taken my CHL class do not carry all the time. Some almost never carry a pistol. And yet, here was a case where someone who 
practically always heeded my advice to be armed at all times was killed while the others who continue to walk around in an un-
armed condition, in a mental state of white, don't pay the price that Steve did. No, I don't want those others to pay that price. It's 
just that they are more likely to be hurt or killed than those who do carry where it is legal. The irony cannot be ignored. 
 One of the reasons that I became a CHL instructor was because of a conversation I heard during my first renewal class. An 
elderly gentleman asked the instructor, 'I live in a nice neighborhood. My wife and I go walking nearly every evening. Do you 
think I should take my gun with me?' 
 Incredibly, the instructor replied, 'Well, that's a personal decision that you will have to make for yourself.' 
I wanted to scream, 'Of course, you should! There are no safe places!' In fact, I was so stunned at the stupid answer that I didn't 
say what I was thinking. I still feel guilty about not speaking up. However, I do speak up now. Throughout the classes that I 
teach I use examples, many of actual shootings, to show the need to carry all the time. One such example is an appeal to logic. I 
ask the students if you could turn off and on your fire insurance at will, would you ever turn it off because there was little 
chance of a fire on a particular day? Of course, you wouldn't! But, that's exactly what you do if you decide to leave your home 
un-armed. You have chosen to let yourself be vulnerable to a mean world that can take you or your loved ones from this world 
for two dollars or for your tennis shoes. 
 There are no safe places! One woman who took my class has for many years worked as a contractor in federal housing, i.e. 
high crime areas. Unfortunately, her employer will not let her carry her gun in her car (she can't go in the federal buildings 
armed), but she has never needed a gun in those high crime areas. On the other hand, she has needed a gun for 
protection three times in 'safe areas.'  
 She started carrying a gun at seventeen because the police would not believe that she and her boyfriend had been robbed 
and that she had nearly raped (she said that she was in her menstrual period or she would have been raped). The police did not 
believe her because at that time there had never been any crime in the Fort Worth Botanical Gardens (this occurred in the 
1960's). This 'safe place' soon became a hot spot of rape and murder during the following year causing it to be fenced and closed 
at night. Fortunately, the gang of youths were caught and convicted of multiple rapes and murders. 

The Concealed Handgun 
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Instructor in Your Area Location Phone 

John Ridlehuber Lott 254/583-4739 

Wayne Taggart Cisco 254/631-3858 

Gail Wood Marble Falls 512/657-7669 

Patricia Wood Marble Falls 830/693-6930 

James Thompson Kaufman 972/932-4436 

Matt Betros Cameron 254/697-4721 

June Sherman Lockney 806/652-3436 

Don Myers N. Richland Hills 817/929-6060 

H. Ed Hearne Granbury 817/326-4933 

Dan and Marjorie Potts Arlington 817/313-8882 

James Sukenik Greenville 903/455-0118 

Gene Schiller Bryan / College Station 979/776-8727 

Dave Tyler Post 806/263-4080 

Bryan Coleman Fayetteville / Industry 979/357-2243 

William R. Titus Ropesville / Lamesa 806/872-7789 

Edward Benyon Euless 817/571-2318 

Buck Schlumbohm Ranger 254/647-1449 

Richard Miller Llano County 325/379-5136 

Merkel Johnson Trinity 936/661-5522 

Richard B. Kelley Lubbock 806/863-4144 

Steve Brenner San Antonio 210/325-7547 

Michael Kmak Little Elm 972/292-3621 

Garland Glenn Peloquin Missouri City/Deer Park 832/623-1271 

Ross Bransford Austin 512/750-9843 

Dorothy Bransford Cedar Creek 512/601-2992 

Ron Clayton Bonham 903/583-8843 

Frank Vaughn Stratford 806/366-5997 

Jim Wolfe 
 

Wautaga 
 

817/919-9418 
 

 

This list is comprised of instructors who have written the newsletter editor requesting their name appear in this news-
letter.  If you are a member in good standing and wish to have your name, city/area, and phone number published, you 
must request it in writing.  Having your information published in this newsletter does not mean it is also on TCHA web 
site.  These two are separate entities and each must be requested separately.  If your name used to be on the list in 
this newsletter and is no longer there...check to see if your dues are paid! 
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President’s Column 
 

DPS Backlogged with CHL Applications and Renewals 
 
 
 As I write this I am unlicensed to carry a concealed handgun. But as you read this, I hope my renewed license 
will be in my wallet. At this stage the Department of Public Safety has had my renewal application for 44 days. By 
statute, the department has up to 45 days to process a renewal. However, I am not sitting on the edge of my chair 
waiting for my license to arrive. 
 DPS is backlogged with new and renewal applications and is lagging like a lame horse. Spokeswoman Tela 
Mange says renewals are taking up to 80 days and initial applications, which should not take more than 60 days, 
are taking up to 90. And that is if the paperwork is complete and correct. 
 “We have been overwhelmed,” she said. “We didn’t see it coming.” 
 According to DPS statistics there has been a dramatic increase in applications for licenses this year. Between 
January and March there was an increase of 16 percent compared with the same period last year. But in April the 
increase was a dramatic 43 percent – up from 8,096 in April last year to 11,568 for the same month this year. 
 Alice Tripp, legislative director of the Texas State Rifle Association, says she first started receiving com-
plaints from members who were not getting their licenses on time in February. Representative Joe Driver from 
Garland, head of the House Law Enforcement Committee was also getting complaints, Tripp said. He called a 
meeting with DPS which Tripp attended. In preparation for the meeting, she sent an email to all TSRA members 
asking for feedback. 
 “Over the weekend, I got 40 responses,” she said. “It was not only a problem but a huge problem.”  
 At the meeting, DPS agreed to provide the law enforcement committee with a weekly situation report. Despite 
hiring a dozen temporary workers to speed up the process, the first weekly report showed that in the week ending 
May 2, DPS sent out 1,043 licenses but received 1,871 applications. 
 What is the reason for the spike in applications? No one seems to know. Theories vary from a change in the 
law last year that made license holders’ names available only to law enforcement to fear that if Hillary Clinton or 
Barack Obama make it to the White House gun owners will be under attack. Despite their campaign rhetoric, both 
have strong anti-gun records but concealed carry is a state not federal concern. 
 So what steps can license holders take to ensure they avoid an unlicensed period? Mange recommends several 
steps. First and most important, send in your application as soon as possible – up to six months before your license 
expires. She also suggests starting the renewal process on line and getting your fingerprints digitized. 
 Finally, what are your options if your license has expired and your renewal is snarled in the backlog? A year 
ago, you had one safe option – leave your gun at home. But since September last year, you can carry a loaded gun 
concealed in your vehicle without a license under the Motorist Protection Act. You can also carry it concealed 
from your home or business directly to or from your vehicle. You can carry on your own or rented property. 
 But what should you do if your new license has not arrived, you are carrying a handgun in your vehicle, and 
you are stopped by a police officer. Do you tell him or her you have a loaded gun in the car? I asked Tela Mange 
whether your name would still be in the database available to police officers during a traffic stop. She said it would 
still be in the database with a notation that the license had expired. If you have a gun in your vehicle under the Mo-
torist Protection Act, you are not required to tell an officer you have it. However, Mange recommended that you 
tell the officer that you have the gun when asked for identification. Alice Tripp was unsure that volunteering the 
information was the best policy. She said volunteering information to police officers can get you into trouble. 
 The choice is up to you. 

By Chris Bird 
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No Safe Places—continued from page 8 
 
 Those of you who are instructors have probably had many stories of similar need for a gun for protection told 
by your clients. I use real life stories as much as I can, but I am still frustrated at how many people have the 'it 
won't happen to me attitude' and don't carry all the time. I have finally decided that few people really take to heart 
my cajoling and warnings. Fortunately, many have, but I want to be even more effective in getting that 
point across since not only are they safer being armed, but we are too. Since many of you who are reading this 
newsletter are instructors, I invite you to e-mail me if you have found effective methods to get the point across that 
it is important to be armed. Hopefully, there will be enough information that I can pass it on to others via this 
newsletter. If you have something that will help, please e-mail me at happydad1@sbcglobal.net. If I do write an-
other article on that subject I will give you credit for your ideas. 
 I truly believe it is important for us to teach our clients and friends that CHL holders should be armed when-
ever possible and this safety advice is just as important to teach as it is for us to teach conflict resolution and the 
use of deadly force required by the state. I hope you agree. Be armed; be safe. 

CHL INSTRUCTORS!! 
EARN EXTRA $$$$$$$$$! 

 
CHL instructors, earn extra income while training your stu-
dents.  CHL PROTECTION PLAN offers you the ability to do 
just that while offering your students an excellent and afford-
able benefit to protect their finances if they are involved in a 
self defense shooting. 
 
For more information, please contact Rick Mackey at  
866/851-9744 or email to rmackey@chlpp.com 
 

Texas Concealed Handgun Association Member 

 
"One of the ordinary modes, by which tyrants accomplish their purposes 
without resistance, is, by disarming the people, and making it an offense to 
keep arms." - Constitutional scholar and Supreme Court Justice Joseph 
Story, 1840  
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 DPS APPROVED VIDEO LIST 
 

DVD’S  -  $23.95 each except where otherwise noted 
A Woman’s Guide to Firearms .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    .   .   . 
 
Original Concealed Carry – Techniques & Secrets of The Pros .   .   .   .   .   $16.95   .   .   .   .   .   .    
 
Way Advanced Concealed Carry Techniques Practical Concealed Carry .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    
 
Basic Self Defense Volume 1 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    .   .   .   . 
 
Self-Defense Handgun -     Use & Safety (VHS)  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   
  
Handgun Basics  -    For Self Defense & Target Shooting .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   
  

Videos 
Women’s Guide to Firearms – Bianchi International, Temucula, CA.   .   .   $16.95 .   .   .   .   .   . 
 
Fundamentals of Gun Safety – NRA .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    
 
Pistol Shooting Fundamentals – NRA .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    .    
 
Basics of Personal protection in the Home – NRA .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    
 
Eddie Eagle – Child Safety – NRA .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    
 
A Family Guide to Handgun Safety – PMC Ammo .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    
 
Child Proofing Your Gun – Mail order video .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .     
 
Sighting in Handguns – Gun Video Catalogue, San Diego CA .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    
     
Concealed Carry Tips and Techniques – Gun Video Catalogue, San Diego, CA .   .   .   .   .   .   .    
MAIL ORDERS TO: T.C.H.A. MERCHANDISE 
      P.O. Box 116         SUBTOTAL 
      ROPESVILLE, TX 79358       SHIPPING 
SHIP TO: __________________________________________  
   FIRST          MI                          LAST   TOTAL 
 

   __________________________________________               
   STREET ADDRESS               SHIPPING CHARGES 
 

   __________________________________________ 
   CITY        STATE   ZIP CODE 
 

   (____)_____________________________________ 
   HOME PHONE NUMBER     TCHA MEMBERSHIP NUMBER 
 
CHARGE TO MY CREDIT CARD:  (VISA, MASTERCARD , DISCOVER OR AMERICAN EXPRESS) 
 
CARD NUMBER _______________________________________  EXPIRATION DATE  __________________  SECURITY CODE  _________________ 
 
 
              ___________________________________________________________ 
              SIGNATURE 

QUANTITY/COST 
___     ___________ 

 
___     ___________ 

 
___     ___________ 

 
___     ___________ 

 
___     ___________ 

 
___     ___________ 

 
 

___     ___________ 
 

___     ___________ 
 

___     ___________ 
 

___     ___________ 
 

___     ___________ 
 

___     ___________ 
 

___     ___________ 
 

___     ___________ 
 

___     ___________ 
 

$______________ 
 

$______________ 
 

$______________ 

$20.00 - $49.99 = $5.00 
$50.00 - $74.99 = $7.00 
$75.00—$99.99 = $8.00 
$100.00 AND UP = $9.00 
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TOTAL OF ORDER $_____________  
 

(SALES TAX IS INCLUDED) 
 

T.C.H.A. Book Order Form 
 
THE CONCEALED HANDGUN MANUAL - 5TH EDITION    
BY CHRIS BIRD  $22.95  THE NATIONALLY ACCLAIMED “EVERYTHING  
YOU NEED TO KNOW” MANUAL DEALING WITH CARRYING A CONCEALED HANDGUN.    
 
 
 
THANK GOD I HAD A GUN   BY CHRIS BIRD   $19.95  TRUE 
ACCOUNTS OF SELF-DEFENSE 
 
 
 
 
 
THE MARK OF ABEL   BY LARRY ARNOLD   $15.95   A FICTICIOUS 
NOVEL OF THREE TEXAS WOMEN AND HOW THEIR FRIENDSHIP 
SAVES THEM 
 
 
 
 
TEXAS GUN OWNER’S GUIDE   BY ALAN KORWIN   $15.95 
IF YOU OWN A GUN, YOU NEED THIS BOOK WHERE ALL THE KEY LAWS  
AND REGULATIONS ARE SPELLED OUT IN PLAIN ENGLISH. 
 
                 SUB-TOTAL $___________ 
 
MAIL ORDERS TO: T.C.H.A. MERCHANDISE     SHIPPING  $___________ 

          P.O. Box 116  
          Ropesville, TX 79358 
 
                     
 
                   SHIPPING COSTS CALCULATION 
SHIP TO: __________________________________________ 
   FIRST          MI                          LAST 
 

   __________________________________________               
   STREET ADDRESS 
 

   __________________________________________ 
   CITY        STATE   ZIP CODE 
 

   (____)_____________________________________ 
   HOME PHONE NUMBER     TCHA MEMBERSHIP NUMBER 
 
CHARGE TO MY CREDIT CARD:  (VISA, MASTERCARD , DISCOVER OR AMERICAN EXPRESS) 
 
CARD NUMBER _______________________________________  EXPIRATION DATE  __________________  SECURITY CODE  _________________ 
 
 
              ___________________________________________________________ 
              SIGNATURE 

QTY. 

___ 
 
 
 

___ 
 

 
 
 

___ 
 
 
 

___ 

$0.00 - $19.99 = $4.00 
$20.00 - $49.99 = $5.00 
$50.00 - $74.99 = $7.00 

$75.00 - UP = $8.00 
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Send completed application to: 
 
  Texas Concealed Handgun Association Membership 
  P.O. Box 116 
  Ropesville, TX 79358 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION VIA NEWSLETTER 
 

DATE: ____________________ 
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY: (CHECK [  ] ALL THAT APPLY) 
 
  [     ]  (Texas Concealed Handgun License Instructor) Inst. # _______________ 
  [     ]  (Texas Concealed Handgun License Permit Holder) Lic. # _______________ 
  [     ]  (Out-of-State Concealed Handgun License Instructor or Permit Holder) 
  [     ]  (Active or Retired Law Enforcement Officer) 
  [     ]  (Concerned Citizen)    [     ]  (Current Member) Member # ___________ 
 
MEMBERSHIP: (CHECK [  ] APPROPRIATE BOX):  [   ]  CASH   [   ]   CHECK   [   ]  CREDIT CARD ___________ 
                CHECK NO. _____      LAST 4 NUMBERS 
 
 [   ]  New Member  - $20      [   ] Annual Membership - $20  [   ]  3-yr. Membership - $55 
 [   ]  Cond. Life Membership - $400 ($100 down / $100 ea. qtr.) [   ]  Life Membership - $400 
 
 
Name _________________________________________________________________________________ 
     First         Middle        Last 
 
Mailing Address  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City  ______________________ County _________________  State _____________  Zip  _____________ 
 
Home Phone (          )               -                                     Business Phone (          )               - 
 
E-mail Address _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

As a member of the Texas Concealed Handgun Association, I hereby promise to promote the continuation and improvement of the Texas Concealed Handgun 
Laws, to present the standards and concerns of the members to the general public, the Department of Public Safety and the legislators who represent us.  I further promise to 
promote responsible firearm safety, ownership and use in our communities, to provide current information to our members about the laws, lesson plans and topics related to the 
Concealed Handgun License program, and to promote high standards of instruction and training.  I will support the right of responsible, law abiding citizens to own, keep and 
lawfully carry firearms for personal protection. 
 Enclosed are  my dues for membership in the Association.   If you are a Texas CHL Instructor please submit a copy of your Texas CHL Instructor Certificate with this 
application. . 
                 
                  ________________________________ 
                  Member Signature 
                  Sponsored By:  TCHA # ___________ 

 
 
 
 

P.O. Box 116 
Ropesville, TX 79385 

www.txchia.org 

TEXAS CONCEALED 
HANDGUN ASSOCIATION 

The Concealed Handgun                                                                                                                                      
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TOTAL OF ORDER $_____________  
 

(SALES TAX IS INCLUDED) 
 

QTY. 

___ 
 

___ 
 

___ 
 

___ 
 

 
___ 

 
___ 

 
___ 
___ 

 

$0.00 - $19.99 = $4.00 
$20.00 - $49.99 = $5.00 
$50.00 - $74.99 = $7.00 
$75.00—$99.99 = $8.00 
$100.00 AND UP = $9.00 

 

 

T.C.H.A. MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM(S) 
 
TEXAS CONCEALED HANDGUN ASSOCIATION SHIRT   $25.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
INSTRUCTOR ASSOCIATION LOGO EMBROIDERED ON A TWO-BUTTON COTTON SHIRT. 
ROYAL BLUE...S., M., L, XL; $26 FOR XXL; $28 FOR 3XL; $30 FOR 4XL AND 5XL 
 
TEXAS CONCEALED HANDGUN ASSOCIATION HAT   $10.00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
INSTRUCTOR ASSOCIATION LOGO EMBROIDERED ON A SOLID COLOR MESH CAP. 
ONE SIZE FITS ALL.  ROYAL BLUE ONLY   
 
TEXAS CONCEALED HANDGUN ASSOCIATION PATCH   $5.00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
3” ROUND PATCH.  RED, WHITE, AND GOLD ON A BLUE BACKGROUND.  
 
T.C.H.I.A. LIFE MEMBERSHIP PATCH   $5.00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
4” PATCH (RED, WHITE, AND GOLD ON A BLUE BACKGROUND) WITH ROCKERS ANNOUNCING YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTMENT.AVAILABLE TO LIFE MEMBERS ONLY!   
 
TEXAS CONCEALED HANDGUN ASSOCIATION WINDOW DECAL   $5.00 . . . . . . . . . . . 
3” ROUND INSTRUCTOR ASSOCIATION DECAL.  RED, WHITE, AND GOLD ON A BLUE BACKGROUND. 
 
TCHA. STANDARDIZED CHL LESSON PLAN/WORKBOOK -  
6TH EDITION   $65.00  .  SOLD IN SETS OF 10.   
THE DEFINITIVE LESSON PLAN/WORKBOOK DEALING WITH THE TEXAS CHL PROGRAM.   
 
TCHA. STANDARDIZED CHL LESSON PLAN/WORKBOOK  
SINGLE COPY…..$10.00 
 
TRAVELER’S GUIDE TO THE FIREARM LAWS OF THE FIFTY STATES   $10.00 
THE MOST DEFINITIVE AND INFORMATIVE BOOK ON BEING ABLE TO CARRY FIREARMS IN THE FIFTY 
STATES.  WRITTEN BY A LAWYER IN ‘PLAIN ENGLISH’.  2008 EDITION 
 
MAIL ORDERS TO: T.C.H.A. MERCHANDISE 
P.O. BOX 116                  SUB-TOTAL $___________ 
ROPESVILLE, TX 79358               SHIPPING  $___________ 
 
 
SHIP TO: __________________________________________ 
   FIRST          MI                          LAST 
 

   __________________________________________               
                   SHIPPING COSTS CALCULATION 
   STREET ADDRESS 
 

   __________________________________________ 
   CITY        STATE   ZIP CODE 
 

   (____)_____________________________________ 
   HOME PHONE NUMBER     TCHA MEMBERSHIP NUMBER 
 
CHARGE TO MY CREDIT CARD:  (VISA, MASTERCARD , DISCOVER OR AMERICAN EXPRESS) 
 
CARD NUMBER _______________________________________  EXPIRATION DATE  __________________  SECURITY CODE  _________________ 
 
 
              ___________________________________________________________ 
              SIGNATURE 
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Texas Concealed Handgun Association 
P.O. Box 116 
Ropesville, TX 79358 
www. txchia.org 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
SAN ANTONIO, TX 

PERMIT# 03819 

Help the Association Save Money … Check your membership expiration date and 
RENEW your membership NOW! 

To keep updated on Texas reciprocity, check the DPS website at:   
http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/administration/crime_records/chl/chlsindex.htm   

or Texas Concealed Handgun website at:  http://www.txchia.org/ 
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