












 



A few years ago my friend, “the snake” told me that the 
owner of the ranch he is in charge of wanted to get rid of 
all the aoudads on the property.  Well, not hearing any 
more about it for a while I just figured it wasn’t going 
to happen.  Then about a month ago, Snake called me 
on a Friday night and asked, “are you ready to kill that 
Aoudad tomorrow”?  Not batting an eye I said “yes”.   We 
got the meeting time and place strait and then I looked 
over at the “boss” and asked, “do we have anything going 
on tomorrow”?  She just smiled and said, “I’ll take care of 
it, you go and play with your friends”.  

  The next morning I headed out before sunlight and met 
the Snake and his brother-in-law Johnny who works for 
the government, (that’s all I can say) and headed for the 
ranch.  The ranch is just south of Del Rio and right next 
to the Rio Grande. Needless to say, you need to be aware 
of all things at all times and not just hunting.  I’ve been 
at this ranch a few times before and feel quite privileged 
because only the owners and the Snake can hunt here. 
Oh, and Johnny too.  Don’t know how Johnny weaseled 
his way into this set-up but he does help with the upkeep 
as the Snake’s right hand man on his off time.  

  When we reach the ranch we take a cruise 
around the property to check it out and to 
see where the animals are and so I can pick 
out the blind I want for that afternoon. 
The ranch is 5,000 acres so it does take 
a while.  

  We get to the main house about 
lunchtime and have a sandwich and 
grab a cooler and off we go to fix a 
waterline break we discovered and 
finally get me in a blind about 4 o’clock 
that afternoon.  Work first, play later. 
We all know that.  

  I have a great blind, there’s a feeder to my 
10 o’clock and another to my 3 o’clock.  Perfect.  
All I need now is for something to show up.  Well, 

there were a lot of animals showing up but nothing I 
could shoot.  I was there for aoudad.  I was also told I 
could shoot coyotes, mountain lions, and feral hogs, but 
none of those showed up.  

  Just after dark I saw the lights of the truck coming to 
get me.  Always, the first thing they ask is well, what did 
you get?  I wanted to tell them I shot that prize longhorn, 
but Snake would have had a heart attack on the spot.  
We headed back to the ranch house and showered and 
had a great meal. Don’t know what it was, and didn’t 
ask, but it was good.  I pulled out a bottle of Bulleit and 
we proceeded to tell stories and catch up on all things 
important to us. Snake is a cancer survivor and is doing 
well. 

  The next morning we were up and ready way before 
dawn.  We were all surprised to find that we nearly killed 
that whole bottle of Bulleit.  No one had a headache and 
we all agreed it was damn good booze.  

  



 



Name & Address



.





Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________ County: __________________ St. ______________ Zip: _______________

Home Phone: __________________________________  Bus. Phone: _________________________________

E-Mail Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

Card Number: ______________________________________  Exp. Date: ______________  CVV# _________



Former President John Ridlehuber on an Elk hunt.



I went to a different blind that morning and saw some 
movement on the next ridge, about a quarter mile away.  
Texted the Snake about it and he came and picked me 
up and off we went. 

  As we got closer we could tell that there were some 
nice aoudad on the ridge, but could not get any closer 
without spooking them.  I pulled out my rangefinder 
and it would not get out that far.  Snake pulled out his, 
after a few remarks about mine, and fixed them at 649 
yards.  He turned to me and asked, “you ever shoot 
anything that far before and hit it”?  I reminded him 
about that 1000 yard competition we were in about 
thirty years ago and he said, “oh yeah”. 

  I set up on the hood and we started figuring elevation 
and wind. The wind was constant through the draw, 
but breaking up closer to the ridge where the animals 
were. Not a problem for old timers like us, right? He 
had the glass on them and I was ready with the rifle.  
Two of them side by side. The zero really looked like 
four feet over and on foot to the right, but they all look 
funny when you have your sights on them.  He said 
“take it” and my rifle answered. 

  Now what I’d like to tell you folks is this.  As I got my 
scope back on the target, Snake said, “got him” and we 
both saw him drop a few feet away from where he was 
hit.  

  We took pictures and hauled him back to camp where 
we skinned and gutted him and fed him to the pet 
wolf, “Ringo”.  Aoudad is not good eating, but makes 
a great trophy. I took some more pictures and one is 
attached, but if you want to see more I’ll have them on 
my phone when I see you in Kerrville next March at 
the conference. 

  Like I said, that’s what I’d like to tell you folks.



 
 

ince the June opening of my new advanced concealed carry training 
facility in Houston
(VirtualTacticalAcademy.com), I am able to spend lots of time 

watching people react to very realistic Use of Force Scenarios. Now, after 
about 3 months of witnessing hundreds of virtual gunfights, I have learned 
much about the average CHL holder’s performance under stress.
 
The Learning Environment:
 
VTA’s Virtual Reality Room provides branching video with approximately 
800 shoot/no-shoot judgment training simulations. Students talk to the 
screen and answer the realistic actor threats on the screen. After each 
scenario students practice their 911 calls (a neglected practice area), recap 
to instructor what they think happened and discuss where they think their 
shots landed. The whole scene is then replayed to compare what they saw, 
what they thought they saw, and with how they really shot. Amazing how 
different the imagined event compares to the replayed reality!
 
The shoot house at VTA is a six room furnished environment where 
students learn in a realistic 3D space. Threats are taught to be defined 
into one of three categories: Good, Bad and Unknown and how to quickly 
deal with each. Once the basics of clearing around corners and doors are 
learned, we strap students into a Stress Vest. Stress Vest is the world’s only 
non-projectile pain penalty gear with adjustable pain levels. When you 
are really worried about incoming threats causing pain, the training gets 
“real” quick.
 
We do all the above also in low and altered light using all 5 flashlight 
techniques. Low Light is the most common environmental condition you 
will operate. But it is the least trained and understood.
 
The 10 Most Common Lessons Learned To Date:
 

 Shooting paper is great training for shooting paper. Reality Based 
Training can be a wake-up call. Most shooters have never shot a target that 
moves like a real person.
 

 You will have to talk to far more people than you will ever have to 
shoot, yet few if any student practices talking and tactics. Reality based 
training excels at teaching you to think, speak and move all at the same 
time. Important skill sets!
 

 About 1/3 of our students can’t bring themselves to shoot a human. 
We spend our whole shooting life with “don’t point a gun a people” 
instructions. It is hard for the average person to point and shoot a gun at 
a person. If you own and/or carry a gun for protection you might want to 
get use to the idea that a threat may need to be shot.



 
 Auditory exclusion is real. Once a realistic threat is on screen or faced in the shoot house, one of the first effects 

of stress induced training for many seems to be the loss of ability to comprehend what is being said to them. After 
getting the student through about 10 simulated gunfights this effect passes, but it takes stress inoculation to get 
most students past the inability to both hear and comprehend. It is not about not hearing, but being able to process 
the words into comprehension.
 

 You need a certain level of fitness. We’re not saying you need to be Elite Warrior Fitness level, but at least be 
able to get up off the floor without assistance, move in any direction and have either a light enough gun or the arm 
strength to be able to hold the gun for at least 60 seconds at full extension. Even reasonably functionally fit people 
are harder to kill.
 

Your competitive shooting hobby might cause problems. Competitive shooters often have pre-programed 
responses that don’t always serve them well. Like double tap, shooting faster than they can process threats, and the 
biggest problem: coming off the threat once the initial action is over.
 

 Even at close distances, self described “good shooters” miss often in realistic scenarios. It is amazing how poor 
even self-described “good shooters” perform under stressful operating circumstances. This is where speed and 
accuracy balance comes into play.
 

 FISH is (Fighting Inside Structure/Home) a new 360 degree concept to most paper shooters. That is a serious 
training issue when 52% of all shootings will be in a home. Learning to fight inside a structure is a vital skill and 
without a realistic shoot house training facility, it is difficult or nearly impossible to learn.
 

 Low Light is a specialized skill set that few understand, practice or have even basic competency. You cannot 
shoot what you cannot see. Just dealing with determining good, bad and unknown threats in well-lit conditions is 
challenging.  Add reduced light, difficulties with gun, and light manipulation and you have recipe for a disaster of 
mistake of fact shooting.
 

 It is better to offer no excuse than a bad one. Training is about learning from your mistakes. We all like to look 
good and do what we do well. Amazing how many refuse to just check ego at the door and “fess up to a mess up”. 
The more we sweat in training, the less we bleed in conflict.
 
So there you have it. If you are ever in Houston, please stop by and try your skill sets in context that is closer to 
reality.  Please visit our website and our articles page to study the science behind reality based training advantages.
 



     Texas Concealed 
       Handgun Association

            Membership Application or Renewal Via Newsletter

Membership Category: (Check / / All That Apply)      Date: _____________

 [     ] (Texas Concealed Handgun License Instructor)    Inst. # __________
 [     ] (Texas Concealed Handgun License Permit Holder)    Lic. # __________
 [     ] (Out-of-State Concealed Handgun License Instructor or Permit Holder) # __________
 [     ] (Active or Retired Law Enforcement Officer)
 [     ] (Concerned Citizen)   [     ] (Current Member) Member # __________

Membership: (Check / / Appropriate Box)   [     ] Cash  [     ] Check  [     ] Credit Card

Card Number: ______________________________________  Exp. Date: ______________  CVV# _________

               Signature: _________________________________________

[     ] New Member $20  [     ] Annual Membership $20  [     ] 3-yr. Membership $55

[     ] Cond. Life Membership $400 ($100 down / $100 ea. qrt.)   [     ] Life Membership $ 400

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________ County: __________________ St. ______________ Zip: _______________

Home Phone: __________________________________  Bus. Phone: _________________________________

E-Mail Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

As a member of the Texas Concealed Handgun Association, I will:
1) Promote informed responsible handgun safety, ownership and education.
2) Uphold the Federal and Texas Constitutional rights and privileges of every law-abiding person to own, possess and use firearms.
3) Support the Texas Concealed Handgun Association’s legislative and regulatory advocacy mission.

Enclosed are my dues for membership in the Association. If you are a Texas CHL Instructor please submit a copy of your Texas CHL Instructor 
Certificate with this application. 



GOT A GUN? GET THE RULES!

BLOOMFIELD PRESS

1-800-707-4020 • GunLaws.com
Big trainer discounts!     Other books too!     Ask for our free color catalog.




