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FROM THE PRESIDENT
During the members meeting at this year’s conference, the board of directors was asked, “What does TCHA
see for the future?” As we move forward in this organization, I want to share with you some new ventures the
association has been involved with recently.
On May 20th 2017, the association hosted its first TCHA sponsored Steel and More Fun Shoot in Florence,
Texas at the Lonestar Range and Academy. With this shoot we wanted to provide a training environment where
the beginner shooter and the everyday shooter would feel comfortable shooting side by side. To that end, the
challenge was not designed for the competition shooter; however, the courses are set to be a challenge for every
skill level. On July 22, 2017, TCHA, in association with Texas Straight Shooter, Inc., sponsored another shoot
in the Bastrop-Smithville, Texas area under the same general setup: steel, bowling pins, and clay targets. At both
events one trophy was awarded to the Top Shot. See page 14 for photos.
Please visit the association’s website and view pictures of both events, as well as the YouTube footage of the July
2017 event provided by TCHA member Brad Tarno. Brad has done an outstanding job supporting the association
with his drone and camera expertise. If you would like to set up a TCHA Steel and More Fun Shoot event in your
area or donate money toward the purchase of AR 500 steel targets to the association, I would like to hear from
you. Our goal is to continue to provide this type of training exercise throughout the state. Check out TCHA’s home
page for future fun shoots, like the ones in Arlington in September and Bastrop-Smithville in October.
Additionally, Directors Larry Patterson, Rob Lovelace, and I, as well as Executive Director Mollie Clakley, have
been attending gun shows in New Braunfels, Round Rock and Fort Worth, Texas. Furthermore, the association,
along with Texas Law Shield, has been hosting New Instructor Meet-and-Greets about every other month for
those attending the DPS instructor training school. I would like to thank TCHA member Bill Agnell for his
support with this effort. If anyone is interested, you are welcome to attend! The goal of having a presence at these
types of events is to spread the word about TCHA and to recruit new members. In doing these, unfortunately, we
have discovered that TCHA is the best little secret out there in Texas’ Second Amendment world. Our goal is to
dispel this secret!
On August 1st 2017, the association will be applying for an NRA grant requesting monies for training materials
to support TCHA’s mission of providing quality training to our members and the general public. I will keep you
posted on the progress.

The association is saddened to learn of the
passing of longtime members:
Robert “Tex” Farnsworth (May 2016)
Bud Rector (September 2016)
Bruce Burton McMahan (May 2017)
Marilyn Lumia (July 2017)
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hy an LTC class won’t prepare you to defend yourself

At my training company, we are frequently asked
if we teach the Texas License to Carry (LTC) class
(formerly known as CHL). When we explain that our
training is what you need after you’ve completed an
LTC class, we’re often given quizzical looks, as if to
say “What else is there?”

If you believe that your LTC class has adequately
prepared you for a self-defense situation, you are
not alone. Many people believe that the reason this
course is required is because it gives you the skills to
protect yourself with a handgun. After all, it’s a statesanctioned course necessary for carrying a handgun,
so it must give you all the information you need,
right?
Not by a long shot. The LTC class serves several
important roles, but preparing you to successfully use
your gun in self-defense is not one of them. Read on
for four reasons why this is true.

Reason #1: That’s not its purpose

The LTC class was designed by lawyers and
politicians, with the purpose of informing you of the
administrative regulations and restrictions on carrying
a concealed handgun in the state of Texas. It provides
the minimum information that your representatives
determined you should know before issuing you a
license. This is not to disparage the LTC class. This
is important information for the concealed carrier, as
you certainly want to ensure that you’re staying within
the bounds of the law while carrying a handgun.
However, while important, this information is largely
administrative in nature, because the LTC class is
largely an administrative class.

Reason #2: It’s not long enough

Being prepared to defend yourself is a multi-faceted
skill set. You must not only have all the right skills
and knowledge, but you must be proficient enough
with those skills to use them successfully at a
moment’s notice, under the stress of having your wellbeing threatened. Even if an LTC class focused on
these skills, four hours (or even the maximum-allowed
six hours) is simply not enough time to develop the
level of proficiency required. In my experience, it
takes a minimum of two days of training to give you
a full set of skills, and even at that, it’s going to take
some practice on your own after the training.

by Aaron Marshall

Reason #3: It won’t teach you to shoot

Over 75% of the LTC class is spent in the classroom.
Of that time, virtually none is spent on learning
the gun handling, marksmanship, and defensive
techniques that ensure you can use your gun
effectively. The one hour that is spent on the range is
dedicated to running you through the qualification test.
If you’ve never shot before, you’d better hope your
LTC instructor has the time and patience to give you a
crash course on shooting so you can pass the test. And
speaking of the test...

Reason # 4: The shooting test is a very low
standard

The LTC test was designed to be easy to pass. You’re
only required to achieve 70% accuracy, and you have
up to three attempts to pass. The amount of time
you have to make your shots is quite generous, as
well. For instance, you have three seconds to make
two shots from a ready position at 3 yards. I would
suggest that if your attacker is only 3 yards away,
you probably don’t have 3 seconds! In our classes,
we train our students to be able to fire two shots in
just over 1 second from that position. Furthermore,
none of the shots on the LTC test are from a
concealed holster. Presenting the gun from the holster
consistently takes practice, and it seems the height of
irony that a License to Carry class doesn’t require any
demonstration of that proficiency.
Again, none of this is to demean the class or the
important work that LTC instructors do. By all
means, take an LTC class and get your license. But
understand what the class was and was not designed
to teach you. Having the skills to defend yourself
will take additional training. When you’re ready
to reach the next level in your shooting, seek out a
quality defensive shooting training course to develop a
comprehensive skill set and ensure you’re ready if you
ever have to use your concealed handgun to defend
yourself or others.
Aaron Marshall is a master trainer for Guncraft Training
Academy and former range master at Front Sight Firearms
Training Institute. He is a training officer in the US Army
Reserve, and a veteran of Iraq and Afghanistan. You can
reach him at aaron@guncrafttraining.com.
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Arming the Elderly: A Self-Defense Guide for
Senior Citizens - by Ammo.com (Part III of IV)

Carrying a Concealed Weapon
Only you can decide if carrying concealed is
the right thing to do. Some people are okay
with carrying a firearm, while others can’t
imagine being comfortable holding one – let
alone shooting it. Either philosophy is okay, but
it’s important to understand that a concealed
carry handgun gives you a level of protection
that nothing else can.
If you decided to carry, here are three of the
most important things for seniors to consider
when carrying a concealed firearm:
1. Have the right weapon.
2. Be comfortable with it.

3. Be willing to do what it takes.

Have the Right Weapon

Even if a .45 ACP was your go-to weapon when you were 30, it doesn’t mean it’s what you should reach for
when you’re 80. Having a weapon that you can handle, both in manual dexterity and in strength, is essential
when it comes to carrying concealed for self-defense. Be sure you can keep it under control, handle the recoil,
and have a smooth trigger pull.

Be Comfortable With the Weapon

Having the right gun is only half the battle. You’ve got to know how to handle the gun and be confident
in your abilities. Your gun needs to become an extension of you and that only happens with regular and
continued practice.
Yet, you’ve got to do more than shoot your firearm at the range. You need to practice drawing it from the
holster and pulling it up to sight. You’ve got to practice shooting from different angles, including from
standing and from the floor. And you need to become accustomed to shooting your weapon with both hands,
as you never know what’s going to happen in a self-defense situation.

Be Willing to Do What it Takes

While just drawing a handgun on an attacker may be enough to scare some perpetrators, it won’t scare them
all. That means if you’re going to carry concealed, you need to be willing to do what it takes to protect
yourself – including pulling the trigger. Otherwise, you’ve just provided your attacker with a deadly weapon
that he can turn around and use on you.

Find the Right Holster

If you’re going to carry concealed, you’re going to need a holster or harness. It’s unsafe to carry a loaded
firearm loose in your pocket or jammed into the waistband of your pants. A holster keeps you and your
handgun safe – as well as stores it in the same place every single time, making drawing easier and more
consistent.
6
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Picking the Right Firearm

There’s no right firearm for seniors, especially when it comes to concealed carry. Each person may need to try
a handful of guns before finding the one that feels right in their hand and on their hip.

Semi-Automatic Pistols

Although many believe it’s best to carry a semi-automatic pistol,
many aging individuals don’t have the dexterity or hand strength to
pull back the slide. If you find a piece with an easy-to-handle slide,
also be sure to check the safety mechanisms and the magazine to
ensure you have the fine motor skills and strength to operate both.
A few good options include:
• Springfield Armory XD-s 9mm
• SIG Sauer P239 9mm
• Kel-Tec P-32

Revolvers

While a revolver has the benefit of no slide and no intricate safety mechanisms to be concerned with, you do
need to be sure you have the finger strength for the long pull. It’s important to note that the long trigger pull
serves as the revolver’s safety.
A few good options include:
• Ruger SP101
• Smith & Wesson J-Frame in any caliber

Small Guns

Small-caliber guns like .22s are never recommended for self-defense. While they’re easy to carry and shoot,
they just don’t have enough power to stop an attacker in his tracks. But, if you cannot handle a gun larger than
a .22, carrying a small gun is better than no gun at all. They’re the safest way to go small.
Look for part IV of this series in our next issue.

Homicidal Humor
More Homicidal Humor
The Clot Thickens
Blood Trails Across
Texas
Books by Brian Foster of Houston Homicide (Ret.)
(ret)

Politically incorrect Ebooks and Paperbacks thru Amazon and B.&N.
www.txcha.org
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Did You Know …
How Accurate is Your Handgun?

by Dean McCormick
								Another installment in a continuing series …
Well, that’s a complicated question. But let’s look into it. People who know nothing about guns and
shooting would expect that, if you could put a gun into a giant vise so it would be held perfectly steady, a string
of bullets would make a single hole in the target, and all the bullets would stack one behind the other in the
backstop. Anyone who has ever actually shot a gun knows that doesn’t happen.
Why not? Actually, for a lot of reasons. The guns aren’t perfect. The ammunition isn’t perfect. And
we shooters sure aren’t perfect. So let’s look into each of those factors, one at a time, and see where this leads
us.
Before we can really discuss those factors, we need to establish a way to measure our accuracy. For
all practical purposes, accuracy equals consistency. We can adjust our sights to bring “point of aim” and “point
of impact” together. Different loads will shoot to somewhat different places. And those places will vary with
the distance between the gun and the target. Thankfully, at typical self-defense distances, those differences
won’t be very significant.
Experience shows that any projectile-launcher disperses its shots in a fairly circular cone, one that
widens pretty much in proportion to the distance involved. In other words, at a pretty constant angle. And the
way we usually discuss angles is in a unit called a “degree.” We divide a circle into 360 degrees, by convention
and for easy figuring. And everybody knows pretty much what a 90 degree or 45 degree angle looks like.
A single degree sounds pretty small. But how small? Well, a one-degree angle, carried out to 100
yards, spreads out to just over five feet. Actually, it’s just under 63 inches. For ease of figuring, let’s agree to
call it 60 inches. Just among us friends. You’ll see why very soon. And because while you’re reading this,
you’re going to be doing the math in your head. So you’ll appreciate keeping it as simple as practical.
When it comes to shooting, spreading our shots out into a pattern over five feet wide doesn’t sound so
good! So we need a smaller unit. And, happily, that unit already exists. Just like an hour can be divided into
60 minutes, so can a degree. How convenient! That “minute of angle,” which we’ll abbreviate MOA, can also
be further divided into “seconds of angle,” sixty to the minute (Duh!), but we won’t choose to get that picky.
It’s not necessary for our purposes here.
A “minute” of angle (MOA), then, spreads out to as-close-as-matters one inch, at 100 yards
distance. A string of shots at a single target, from a one-minute gun at 100 yards, will be scattered pretty
randomly within a roughly circular group one inch wide, measuring between the centers of the bullet holes. We
can deal with that kind of spread, at that kind of distance. Remember, this is a proportion. So a minute of angle
spreads out to cover two inches at 200 yards, three inches at 300 yards, four inches at 400 yards, and so on. A
three-minute group at 200 yards will be six inches wide. Following me so far?
Conversely, at shorter ranges more appropriate to most handgun shooting, at 50 yards that one-minute
angle only spreads out to be a half-inch wide. And at 25 yards, it’s only a quarter-inch wide. So how wide an
8
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angle spreads to an inch at 25 yards? Since a single MOA spreads to a quarter inch, a whole inch at 25 yards
means a spread of four minutes, or 4 MOA. Two inches at 25 yards is 8 MOA, three inches is 12 MOA, and so
on. Still with me? Good, I expected you would be. Go back over it if you need to, so it makes sense.
Back to our original question. A vise for a handgun, to eliminate human error, has already been
invented. It’s called a machine rest, and the most common model is sold commercially and called a Ransom
Rest. It costs several hundred dollars for the basic gadget and requires a set of inserts to tightly and precisely
fit the grips of each model of handgun you might want to test. It will show the very interested handgun tester
(I own a lot of gun gadgets, but not one of those!) is how much dispersion he gets, or in other words how
imperfectly his gun shoots.
In general, a long range specialty pistol, single-shot or bolt-action, might group close to, or even under,
one MOA. With ammunition it “likes.” The technical factors bearing on ammo accuracy are beyond the scope
of this sort of article.
Surprisingly, the guns are individuals. One gun will shoot a particular load more accurately than
another, and the next gun off the assembly line will favor a different loading, for reasons numerous and unknowable. But as a matter of practical necessity, since we can’t test the gun without ammo, or the ammo
without a gun, all these results are from the performance of the gun-and-ammunition combination.
Very precisely made and tightly-fitted, and therefore expensive, (repeating) target pistols need to group
within the ten point ring of a slow fire pistol target, and ideally well within it. That ring is only 1.5 inches wide
on the 25-yard target, and the (tiebreaker) X-ring is even smaller. So that means, to be competitive, the gun
needs to shoot well inside six MOA. More likely three or four MOA, to keep most of the shots in that tiny
X-ring. Match ammunition is loaded to tighter tolerances than the stuff we get at a big-box store.
Champion slow fire marksmen shoot near-perfect scores, and that’s one-handed, standing on their hind
feet. I’m an above-average shot, but that’s well beyond my ability. How do they do it? I dunno. Probably high
innate ability and LOTSA good instruction and practice.
So what about our moderately-priced, defensive handguns? Well, for one thing, we don’t want
them to be as tightly fitted as target guns, because we want them to be dependable even if dirty. Super-tight
tolerances can cause functioning problems once parts get gritty and grimy, or if dropped in sand or mud, or
whatever can happen on a bad day when things aren’t going well anyway.
Those somewhat looser tolerances, for reasons both of dependability and economy of manufacture,
means that our everyday handguns won’t shoot as accurately as those target guns. So what can you expect?
Well, from a machine rest, a full-size defensive handgun will normally send its shots into a group somewhere
between two and four inches wide at 25 yards, with good quality but production-run ammunition. That
translates to groups of between 8 and 16 MOA, Groups hand-fired, using iron sights but carefully shot from
a very steady sandbag rest, will go a little wider, but surprisingly not much wider. Minimum production
standards for military handguns are typically about five inches at 25 yards, or 20 MOA. Most well-made pistols
will beat this standard, although not necessarily by much.
And how about compact or sub-compact handguns? Pocket pistols, or snubby revolvers? You
know, the ones that we find most practical to carry concealed, in the real world. Surprisingly, they shoot just
about as well as full-size handguns, when fired from a machine rest. But everybody knows that those small
guns are really hard to hit with, at any distance past a few yards! So what gives? In a nutshell, it’s because
those small guns are hard to grip well, and the front and rear sights are typically crude and quite close together.
www.txcha.org
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The errors inherent in us as human shooters are what causes those guns to have their poor reputation for
accuracy.
So is that 8-to 16-MOA, or even wider, accuracy good enough? Well, since that’s what it is, it
sort of has to be. Keep in mind that, assuming the sights are adjusted correctly, a four-inch group means that
the “worst” shot hits only two inches away from where the sights indicated it should. Besides, it’ll be a rare
situation indeed that a 25-yard shot at a human being is justified! Most self-defense shootings are at such close
range that the inherent accuracy of the handgun and ammunition are almost irrelevant. So, for typical selfdefense situations, that’s probably much more than (real-world) good enough!
Now we come to the real weak link in the accuracy chain. It’s US. Especially if we are rushed or
scared, we grip our handguns, look through the sights, and pull our triggers poorly. But, in our collective
defense, if we’re not pretty highly stressed, we shouldn’t be shooting at someone! The key words in the
Texas Penal Code, regarding lawful use of deadly force, are “immediately necessary to prevent … .”
Past issues of The Concealed Handgun have a long series of articles about how to get the best accuracy
out of our handguns. Space considerations prevent us from repeating those here. Go to the TCHA web site to
review them, if you need to. The key elements for the shooter to emphasize are SIGHTS and TRIGGER.
In our practice, and, God forbid, our actual defensive shooting, our situational awareness and the
judgment and tactics we employ will be the main determinants of the outcome. I hate to admit it, but our
shooting accuracy probably will be secondary to those other factors. Still, straighter shooting is better than notstraight.
Train often and train hard. Because under stress, our performance will sink to the level of our training,
not necessary rise to the needs of the situation. Do everything you can to make that level good enough!

New Revision (2017 updates)…
The 2015 Edition of TCHA's License
to Carry PowerPoint Lesson Plan and
corresponding student workbook has
been revised and now includes the
changes in the law that passed during
the 85th legislative session. For
ordering information for the updated
2017 version, see the TCHA Store
form contained within this journal or
order online at http://shop.txcha.org.

10

www.txcha.org

What to do when faced with violent crime
By Chris Bird

The Washington Times |
ANALYSIS/OPINION:
To what extent should ordinary citizens become involved in stopping violent crime and terrorism?
This question has become more relevant in the age of what the police call the active shooter. For
decades, law enforcement agencies, particularly big city police departments, have urged residents
not to become involved, give robbers what they want, don’t fight back, call 911. According to John
Lott of the Crime Prevention Research Center, people who resist criminals with a gun are more
likely to survive unscathed than those who do not resist at all. There are now more than 14 million
U.S. residents who have licenses to carry handguns for self-defense.
However, while complying with the demands of a robber may keep you alive, it certainly will not
keep you safe from a terrorist or mentally deranged gunman intent only on killing as many victims
as possible before law-enforcement officers arrive on the scene.
Cathy Lanier, then chief of the Washington D.C. Metropolitan Police Department, acknowledged
this in an interview in November 2015 on “60 Minutes.” She told Anderson Cooper that most of
the killing in active shooter incidents happens in the first 10 minutes. The response time of her
department is likely to be between five and seven minutes, she added.
“If you’re in a position to try and take the gunman down, to take the gunman out, it’s the best
option for saving lives before police can get there. And that’s kind of counterintuitive to what cops
always tell people, right? We always tell people, ‘Don’t take action. Call 911. Don’t intervene in the
robbery.’ We’ve never told people, ‘Take Action,’ This is a different scenario.”
Unfortunately, Lanier’s hypocritical slip was showing. Despite her call for ordinary citizens to take
down an active killer, she had deliberately deprived those citizens of the best weapons to do that.
According to Fox News, between October 2014 and November 2015 requests for 233 concealed
handgun permits had been received by the Metropolitan Police Department and 185 of them had
been denied. This is an 80 percent rejection record. Ms. Lanier had final say on which permits were
approved.
In early December 2015, a husband and wife team of radical Muslim terrorists hit a county social
services building in San Bernardino, California, killing 14 people and wounding 21. By the time the
police arrived and entered the building, the terrorists had escaped.
Time is everything in these active killer incidents. Ron Borsch, a retired Ohio police officer and
firearms trainer has a database dating back to 1975 of almost 200 mass shooting incidents in the U.S.
and abroad. He says that the average active killer will kill or wound between four and five people a
minute. So waiting to be rescued by law enforcement officers is not a good option.
After San Bernardino, many sheriffs urged their residents to get concealed carry permits and arm
themselves. Sheriff Wayne Ivey of Brevard County in Florida addressed several hundred people at

Cont. on pg. 15
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QA
&

with Larry Arnold

Question:

Good morning. I just have a
quick question. I understand
that to be eligible to attend
an LTC instructor class I
must be certified to teach
munitions. I’m a TDCJ
certified munitions instructor
and armory custodian. Does
DPS recognize this certificate
to attend LTC instructor class?
Thank you for your time.
Sincerely, Charles W.

Answer:
Actually, DPS requires that
you be specifically a handgun
instructor.

Answer:
As far as Texas license to
carry law is concerned, there’s
no problem with carrying on
Texas roads and highways
in a truck you own and for
a company you manage.
Some of your destinations
may impose restrictions,
particularly if you load or
unload at federal facilities.

You would have to contact
Handgun Licensing to
see if they consider your
munitions certification to
be the equivalent. Contact
information is available at
http://txcha.org/texas-ltcinformation/links-to-othersites/

We don’t have information
about what restrictions laws
regulating trucking may
impose, and if you travel into
another state or country you
would be under that state’s
laws.

Good luck.

Where can I find that the CHL100 is valid for two years until
such time a person applies for
the license, then they have
one-year or less (depending
when they passed the class)

Question:
Hello there. I’m the owner
operator of my own transport

12

company. I’ll be doing hotshot
transport and using my own
truck that I own. Is it legal for
me as a cdl holder to carry
while I’m over the road and in
my own truck for safety and
security? Christopher F.

Question:

www.txcha.org

to complete the application
process? I want to provide
an individual with the actual
source, but cannot find it on
DPS’s website. Thank you in
advance, Mollie C.

Answer:
As far as I know we’ve been
told that in class, but they haven’t provided a source.

Question:
How much is the application
to become a LTC instructor?
Thank you, Barrett H.

Answer:
The DPS fee to take the
license to carry instructor class
is $100.
If you want to apply for a
license to carry at the same
time, that fee is changing.
Right now, it’s $100, for a
total of $200 for instructor
certification and license. After
September 1, when SB 16
takes effect, the license fee
drops to $40, for a total of
$140 for instructor certification
and license.

Question:
1. Looking at the “big
picture” of the LTC
program as a whole; the
LTC doesn’t give
anyone any “extra” rights
or entitlements as to any
other person in their
home/said control or
vehicle/watercraft, other
than granting rights in
public places? Correct?
2. Is/are there any references
to…”while in the
commission of a crime
offense, your LTC is
invalid?”
a. Not talking about use
of force/deadly force
b. Already know about
46.03(f) which is about
“Places”

c. Let’s use intoxication
or 42.01 disorderly
conduct for my
question…
Thanks, Cody W.

Answer:
The fact that you have
qualified for a LTC will carry
some weight wherever you are,
in a self-defense situation.

Committing an offense doesn’t
directly affect the validity of
your LTC, however as soon as
you are arrested your license
will be seized, when you are
indicted it will be suspended,
and if convicted it will be
revoked.
If you are intoxicated, of
course, you will probably be
arrested for carrying under the
influence.

Any handgun you carry in
your vehicle must be out of
sight, with the exception that
if you have a LTC you can
open carry in a belt or shoulder
holster in your car or boat. If
you are a college student you
have to have a LTC to secure
firearms in your vehicle on
college campuses.

Larry Arnold is a longtime firearm and LTC Instructor. He is also a member of the TCHA Board of Directors and is our
Legislative Director and Public Information Officer. Each quarter Larry provides us with answers to the most interesting
questions submitted to our office.

“Personally, I carry a gun because I’m too young to die and too old to
take an ass whoopin’.”
www.txcha.org
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the Gun Rights Policy Conference in September.
He said that in active-shooter incidents, law enforcement will always arrive too late and that
ordinary citizens are the first line of defense.
“While the cavalry is coming, we’re running Mach 2 with our hair on fire, trying to get there to help.
But you’re there, you are already on scene and you have to either eliminate or neutralize the threat
until we can get there,” Sheriff Ivey said. The number one responsibility of government is to protect
its citizens. “The best way that I can protect you is to prepare you to protect yourself,” he said.
Sheriff Ivey has instituted an eight-hour training program for his residents. He said it was booked
up for a year. There are hundreds of firearms instructors around the country who teach self-defense
courses for ordinary citizens. However, even unarmed citizens have successfully brought some of
these incidents to an end. Three young Americans onboard an Amsterdam to Paris in August 2015
and high school student Jake Ryker in Springfield, Oregon, in 1998 come to mind.
Of course, even those citizens who take responsibility for their own safety, may be disarmed because
they happen to be in a so-called Gun-Free Zone. “Gun-Free Zones” aren’t; they are only free of lawabiding citizens with the best means of self-defense.
Run, hide, fight is a mantra that is finally being adopted by officialdom including the Department
of Homeland Security. But which of those options you choose will depend on your circumstances:
whether you can escape, whether you are armed, the state of your training, and above all, your
mindset. It is going to be a very personal decision.
• Chris Bird was an officer in the British Army and served in the Royal Military Police. He is the author
of “Surviving a Mass Killer Rampage: When Seconds Count, Police Are Still Minutes Away” (Privateer
Publications, 2016).
Copyright © 2017 The Washington Times, LLC.

TCHA Membership has its perks:
GW Customs offers custom Kydex Holsters (IWB/OWB) and Mag Carriers
(Single/Dual). They are able to put TCHA’s logo or another design of
your choice onto the product. Discount Offer: GW Customs is offering a
15% discount to TCHA members. Please use coupon code “TCHA15”
which is good for 15% off any order with no limits. Go to http://
gwckydex.com/ for more information.
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Check out
http://txcha.org/merchandise/
vender-discounts/
for more membership perks!
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Teaching Handgunning Basics by Bobby Clakley
Training is the act of developing a
skillset and the required knowledge
to advance a certain level of
competencies in oneself in order
to master a specific objective.
As an instructor/educator in the
license to carry community, I
focus on specific goals designed to
improve a student’s capabilities and
performance. In my Basic Firearms
classes, I have a wide range of
people with varied backgrounds and
life experiences, as well as varying
levels of what they think they know
about handling a pistol.
The class begins with introductions all around and I ask the question “Why are you taking this class?”
I generally hear the same responses, “I work at this job, alone most of the time, and feel that I need
protection.” “I have been afraid of guns and want to learn how to shoot”, and so on. The point is that these
people sitting in front of me are eager for knowledge. I have two options that can take place with this
training:
1.) I can lose them with what is
normally called “Death by
PowerPoint” halfway through the
class, or
2.) I can engage the student with
a combination of the written word
(PowerPoint) and a safe classroom
environment with hands-on-training
aides that involve multiple
situational drills.
I choose to use option 2.
As the student progresses through the class, we pause at the end of each training objective in order to test the
student’s cognitive skill through a simulation process in the subject matter taught. Examples of the subject
matter taught in the classroom by using the Sig Sauer P226 Advanced Sport Pellet (ASP) Air Pistol and 1911
MAX Michel CO2 BB Pistol are firearm safety, firearm nomenclature, proper grip, sight alignment, proper
stance, trigger press/reset, loading/unloading of the magazine, and draw from the hip.
My personal opinion is that simulation drills can be used to illustrate the subsequent effects of alternative
conditions and what courses of action that a student may take in a real life situation. As we progress with the
class, the student has been educated in the art of manipulating a pistol.
16
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This makes my job on the range very easy once we begin to shoot because all the hands-on-training conducted
in the classroom has transferred to the actual firing of the pistol and putting rounds down range. Finally, I
always remind the student that training beyond this initial class is essential to maintaining the new skill set. And
if live fire at a range is not possible, airguns are great for training in the back yard.
A special thank you to SIG SAUER for donating a Sig Sauer P226 Advanced Sport Pellet (ASP) Air Pistol,
https://www.sigsauer.com/store/p226-air-177-cal-12gr-co2-16-rd-fde.html, and 1911 MAX Michel CO2 BB
Pistol, https://www.sigsauer.com/store/1911-max-co2-bb-gun.html, which made this training exercise possible.

ttwo.
It’ss as simple
It
e as one tw
o.

EVERY GUN LA
LLAW
AW
AW
SPELLED OUT
IN PLAIN ENGLISH

DON’T END UP
IN MORE TROUBLE
THAN THE CROOK

Only $14.95 each—get both for $25!

Better than guessing: know the rules and stay safe.
Deep discounts for instructors, ranges and stores—
great for your students and customers!

Call 1-800-707-4020

GunLaws.com
GET THEM AS eBOOKS TOO

“If you knew all your rights you might demand them.”
BLOOMFIELD PRESS Fighting for our rights since 1989
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Tactical Trinity: By Austin Davis
“The Sword is more important than the shield. And skill is more important than either.
The final weapon is the brain. All else is Supplemental”
John Steinbeck
Wow! Who would have thought John Steinbeck would have a deep grasp of the keys to
personal security? In just a few sentences he reveals most of the important points you
need to understand and implement in order to be safer
Your Personal security is a “trinity” of equipment, tactics and training. This “trinity” is
like sitting on a three legged stool. If one leg fails the other two legs might just hold you
up, but if two or more fail you will most certainly find yourself looking up from the floor.
Your personal safety needs equally deep thought in equipment, tactics and training…
The Sword is more important than the shield…
The Sword is equipment. Life saving emergency equipment should be or the highest
quality and simple to operate under stress. Spending the money to buy quality Pepper
Spray, flashlight or firearm may seem difficult because you do not have the expectation
of actually using this lifesaving equipment. ‘Gosh, why would I want to pay extra for
something I hope I never have to use or will only use once?”
The answer, of course is that if that cheap, flimsy or unnecessary complex item fails, you
or someone you deeply care for could be injured, maimed or even suffer loss of life. Hard
words, but true. Remember, as with most things in life, you get what you pay for—
though even the best gear may not be good enough.
An emergency situation, by definition, is already a situation out of control and to regain
control you should use the best tools available. In other words, if you are going dragon
slaying, take a sword and shield of the highest quality, durable, and can be used
confidently when staring eye to eye with a fire breather...
But please don’t think that simply owning any item or items will make you safe,
because…

18

www.txcha.org

“Skill is more important than either…”
It is the singer not the song… Tactics… Don’t think your high quality gear will save you
in crisis. It is just a tool. Better tools only help better operators and better operators use
the 5 P’s. Proper Planning prevents poor performance to maximize the better tools
advantages.
Proper planning prevent poor performance formula
The best way to accomplish “proper planning” is to create a decision tree of your plan. A
decision tree is just a logical game of “what if”. What if someone is outside my front door
trying to get in? What if I wake up with someone in my room tonight? What if there is
violence at my work place? What if I am with my kids in a parking lot and unloading the
car and several bad actors approach me? The bad guy or guys will always attack when
the situation is the most advantageous to them and the least advantageous to you. So start
to find the areas of vulnerability in your daily life of home, work and social movement where
you or your loved ones have significant exposure.
Then, create several pre-planned courses of action based on the three basic human
responses of Fight, Flight or Freeze. When planning on possible emergency response
scenarios, you need to consider several fall back plans for each scenario because often in
the real world things do not always work out ideally for the good actors. But hopefully
your pre-planned decision tree will give you a starting point to regain control of the
situation. Though usually the best laid plans fall apart in the opening seconds of a
conflict, at least you have a pre-planned point of reference to help light your way out
through the dark maze of violent conflict.
The Final weapon is the brain…
The brain part is the training part. It amazes me how many people agonize over a gun,
light or defensive spray purchase and yet still refuse to take the time to practice. Practice
is just the simple act of making actions bypass the frontal cortex and become mid brain
reflexive. To have true value, training must meet three criteria or the 3R’s. It must be
recent, relevant and realistic.
Recent…
Survival Skills and plans are perishable skills. The Hollywood action films give us the
illusion that we will become survival machines in the style of the Terminator part 1, 2,
and 3, but that is Hollywood and in emergencies life seldom imitates action art! Practice
and review your survival skills often, in part, because these plans are stored on the frontal
lobe of the brain. When we get scared, our frontal lobe shuts down and switches to midbrain.
The midbrain is an emergency task master that uses gross motor skills. The midbrain
only deals with deeply ingrained thoughts and habits. The frontal lobe is too indecisive
to work fast in a crisis and the midbrain can not multitask well. Therefore,
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without constant and recent training, we tend to perform when our usually quiet midbrain
takes charge.
Realistic…
Everyone’s lifestyle is totally unique and your training must take that into account. If you
plan and train to face a crisis alone, what happens to your plan if your children are with
you? You plan on a crisis during full daylight and the incident happens at night or in
the dark of a structure? You have a plan if a stranger attacks you and you find yourself losing
control in a situation where your attacker is not a stranger?
All of these scenarios come back to another version of the 5 P’s we talked about before:
Proper practice prevents poor performance. Make your practice reflect all your real life
scenarios.
Relevant….
If you plan on protecting yourself with a weapon then practice with it. If you have a
flashlight stored for an emergency, then practice finding it in the dark. If you feel you or
your kids might have to crawl out of your home near the floor to avoid the toxic fumes of
a house fire get down and crawl to your primary and secondary exits to see if your
plan will succeed. If you have a firearm your training should reflect the areas you might
have to fight with that gun at home, car or public places. No two lifestyles are alike so
your training must reflect the areas you operate in where you have vulnerabilities in home,
work and social settings.

Bottom line is we tend to perform as we train and fail at the limits of our training. We
should never put at risk anything we can not afford to lose. So have the best equipment,
develop a tactical mindset and practice, practice, practice like your life or the lives of
those who trust you to protect them depend on it because they in fact do. Hope for the
best, plan for the worst and everything usually will turn out all right…

TCHA Corporate Members
Guardian Options, Inc., 3404 W. Illinois Ave., Ste 108, Midland, TX, 79703.
www.guardianpiinc.com, 432-631-3682
Texas Law Shield, 1020 Bay Area Blvd # 220, Houston, TX 77058.
www.texaslawshield.com, 855-478-6607
Firearms Legal Protection, LLC, 13455 Noel Road, Ste. 2100, Dallas, TX 75240.
www.firearmslegal.com, 844-357-9400
For more information on corporate membership, please visit http://txcha.org/
membership/ or call 866-516-5117.
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OFF THE TRIGGER!

hen firing a handgun, proper grip is vital. Knowing how to hold the handgun correctly will improve
your accuracy, and help ensure you and everyone around you remains safe.
No matter how hard we try to avoid unintentionally covering family, friends, people at the range and
anyone else we do not wish to hurt, ‘stuff’ happens. It is vital that you have a backup handgun ‘Safety System’
that prevents injury to those we don’t intend to harm. Finger position is critical! No matter the situation, if you
are handling a firearm, NEVER put your finger inside the trigger guard unless you want to hear a big kaboom.
When on the range or practicing, train yourself, extensively, so that when your sights come off the target, your
finger automatically comes off the trigger and out of the trigger guard. This simple action is a basic duty and
responsibility. Even in training, my finger stays out of the trigger guard on our ‘blue gun’.
Once you to do this, once you train yourself to immediately remove your finger from the trigger guard, doing it
every time will become second nature. What I teach is that you place your trigger finger on the handgun where you
can exert pressure against the slide, cylinder or as high up the frame as comfortable, so that in a startled response,
you will not end up on the trigger. On a pistol, I teach placing your trigger finger on, or as near as possible to, the
ejection port.
I’ve heard others say that it is better to engage the safety instead of worrying about trigger finger position. WRONG
ANSWER! Mechanical safeties WILL FAIL! Many of today’s popular handguns don’t even have manual safeties,
and not all handguns have controls ideally located. I do not teach, nor recommend, relying on the safety, EVER!
This brings us to proper grip. For a proper grip, you want to get your hands as high up on the gun as possible.
With a high grip, you can better control muzzle flip. Set the web of your dominant firing hand firmly in the tang or
‘beaver tail’. The dominant hand middle finger will ride up under the trigger guard, and the trigger finger will be
outside the trigger guard. With your non-dominant hand, put the hand as high up and flat on the gun as possible, the
non-dominant index finger should be tight under the trigger guard. The non-dominant fingers should ‘lock’ your
dominant hand grip into place on the handgun. Getting your hands high up on the handgun allows more leverage
and control. The higher up you get on the gun, the less the muzzle will rise, and that’s a good thing. You will have
better sight tracking and, with practice, your body learns to naturally return the gun to the same spot no matter how
much it moves between shots.
Then there’s the theory that you should squeeze harder with the left hand than the right hand. What I teach is to grip
the handgun with both hands equally. With this ‘neutral’ grip, you no longer have a ‘left hand’ or ‘right hand’, you
have only one hand gripping the handgun. A hard grip with the non-dominant hand pulls the handgun off target;
and by gripping the handgun too hard with your dominant hand, you lose control of your trigger finger. You should
strive to operate the trigger with the smallest amount of finger on the trigger.
Most every instructor I know teaches the ‘straight-thumbs’ method of gripping a handgun. This grip is successful
with competition shooters, but it’s not always practical, especially for beginning shooters and those graduating
from a revolver. I teach the ‘thumb-over-thumb’ (non-dominant thumb rests on top of dominant thumb) grip for
its ease in achieving basic skills, making it an outstanding grip for beginners; it’s easy to learn, and very easy to
execute repeatedly. This style grip is a universal technique that also works with any type of handgun. The same
can’t be said of ‘straight-thumbs’.
In conclusion, what you want is a firm grip; you want a grip that allows the gun to point naturally at the target, and
you want a grip that allows the handgun to quickly return to target after each shot. You should never waste any
time searching for a sight picture or repositioning your grip. If you can make that happen, you can fire the gun as
fast as it comes down out of recoil and still be accurate.
David C Mickler is a Navy Veteran, a Veteran of Law Enforcement and former Law Enforcement Instructor, an NRA
Instructor, and a TxDPS Handgun License Instructor. He has had extensive training in various fields of law enforcement,
the use of a variety of weapons systems, and is an avid shooter. As a department training sergeant, he has written policies
and procedures, and developed training directives for properly training and qualifying law enforcement personnel in
various practices. He is also a Certified Gunsmith who has been modifying, designing and building custom firearms for 3
decades.

www.txcha.org

21

TM

TCHA Store

For fastest service, order directly from our e-store at shop.txcha.org. For those without internet
access, please fill out and mail this page to Texas Concealed Handgun Association, P.O. Box 161713,
Austin, TX 78716 or call 866-516-5117.

CLASSROOM AIDS
Sign set (TABC 51% Eng. & Span., 30.06/30.07 Eng. & Span., TABC Felony Notice) $20 Qty
TCHA Standardized Student Workbook (8 ½ x 11, spiral bound)
50+ copies, $6 each. 10-49, $8 each. 1-9, $12 each.
Qty
TCHA Standardized Power Point DVD (Current Edition)
The definitive lesson plan, companion to the workbook listed above $30 Qty
Traveler’s Guide to the Firearms Laws of the Fifty States (Current Edition)
by J. Scott Kappas $15
Qty

Price $
Price $
Price $
Price $

TCHA Logo Merchandise
Window Decal (3” Round, exterior) $3
Qty
TCHA Patch (3” Round, embroidered) $5
Qty
TCHA Life Member Patch (4” tall X 3” wide, round plus rockers, embroidered)
Available only to Life Members) $5
Qty
TCHA Hat (Port & Company, Adjustable, 2” Round Logo) $15
Qty
Colors: Black, Red, Grey, Sangria, Navy List Color choices(s):

Price $
Price $
Price $
Price $

Other merchandise with the TCHA logo is available only through our e-store, shop.txcha.org.
Shipping:
Less than $10.00 = .49¢
$10.00 - $19.00 = $7.00
$20.00 - $49.99 = $10.00
$50.00 - $74.99 = $13.00
$75.00 - $99.99 = $17.00
$100.00 - $299.00 = $21.00

Shipping $___________

$300.00 - $399.00 = $30.00
$400.00 - $499.00 = $35.00
$500.00 - $599.00 = $45.00
$600.00 - $699.00 = $55.00
$700.00 - $799.00 = $65.00
$800.00 & over = $75.00

Subtotal $___________
*Sales TAX @ 8.25% $__________
Total $___________
*Sales tax includes a tax on shipping per the Texas Comptroller

Name:
Mailing Address:
City:
Home Phone:

County:

St.

Zip:

Bus. Phone:

E-Mail Address:
Card Number:

Exp. Date:

www.txcha.org
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TEXAS CONCEALED HANDGUN ASSOCIATION
PO Box 161713, Austin, TX 78716-1713

Membership Application or Renewal
TM

Name
Street Address
City

County

State

Zip Code

Mailing Address (if different)
Home Phone

Business Phone

Cell Phone

E-Mail

Membership Category: [Mark (X) By All That Apply]
 Texas License to Carry (LTC) Instructor #
 Texas License to Carry (LTC) Permit Holder #
 Out-of-State Concealed Handgun License Instructor or Permit Holder #
 Active or Retired Law Enforcement Officer

 Concerned Citizen

 Current Member #

I want to join as:  Annual Membership (New member or Renewal) $30  3-yr Membership (New Member or Renewal) $80

 Life Membership $600
Payment Options:

 Cash

 Senior Life Membership $300 (65 years +)
 Check or Money Order

Card Number

 Credit Card (complete the following)

Expiration Date (mm/yy)

I wish to receive the Newsletter by:

 Email

CVV Code

 Paper

Referred to the association by:
As a member of the Texas Concealed Handgun Association, I will
1) Promote informed responsible handgun safety, ownership and education,
2) Uphold the Federal and Texas Constitutional rights and privileges of every law-abiding person to own, possess and use firearms,
and
3) Support the Texas Concealed Handgun Association's legislative and regulatory advocacy mission.

Signature

Date

If you are a Texas LTC Instructor, please submit a copy of your Texas LTC Instructor Certificate with this application.
*** Membership dues payable to the Texas Concealed Handgun Association
(TCHA) are not tax deductible for federal income tax purposes ***
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Your Membership Expires:
Check out our new Facebook page and friend us for all updates.

Help the Association Save Money...Check your membership expiration date and
RENEW your membership NOW!
To keep updated on Texas reciprocity, check DPS website at:
http://www.dps.texas.gov/RSD/CHL/Legal/Reciprocity/index.htm
or Texas Concealed Handgun Association’s website at:
http://txcha.org/texas-ltc-information/texas-ltc-reciprocity/

FIREARMS PROGRAM

Texas LawShield
Firearms Legal
Defense Program

Call 855-478-6607
www.texaslawshield.com

