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FROM THE PRESIDENT
This year’s annual conference is fast approaching and our hope is that it will be another huge success. For the
2019 conference, the board of directors has made plans to provide the conference attendees with excellent
training opportunities, range day exercises, member activities, and inspiring and knowledgeable speakers. We
want you to be there! Therefore, mark your calendar for the 22nd Annual TCHA Conference to be held March
29-31, 2019 at the Y.O. Ranch Hotel & Conference Center in Kerrville, Texas.
The special keynote speaker for the upcoming conference will be Mr. John Correia, host of Active Self
Protection, which has over 1.1 million YouTube subscribers. He will be speaking on “Persistent Myths about
CCW gunfights”. Additionally, Mr. Correia will be holding a training session discussing his review of watching
over 15,000 firearm encounters. The full conference schedule will be posted in the next issue of the journal once
all speakers are confirmed.
As always with TCHA’s conferences, you will have the opportunity to discuss specific issues in private with the
instructors and speakers outside of the seminar sessions. My commitment to you is to ensure that you leave the
conference with additional relevant knowledge than when you arrived.
As a reminder, your full conference registration fee includes the training classes, lunch on Saturday afternoon
and the Saturday evening banquet, along with refreshment breaks during the training classes. Be sure to book
your hotel room early and take advantage of the reduced room rates being offered to conference attendees. I
look forward to seeing you at the conference.

TCHA Corporate Members
Guardian Options, Inc., 3404 W. Illinois Ave., Ste 108, Midland, TX, 79703.
www.guardianpiinc.com, 432-631-3682
Texas Law Shield, 1020 Bay Area Blvd # 220, Houston, TX 77058.
www.texaslawshield.com, 855-478-6607
Texas CHL-LTC Training, LLC., http://www.texaschl-ltctraining.com/
281-615-2545, info@TexasCHL-LTCtraining.com
D3 Weapons Training, d3weaponstraining@gmail.com, www.d3weaponstraining.com, 817-313-1964
For more information on corporate membership, please visit http://txcha.org/membership/ or call 866-516-5117.
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Arming Yourself: A Woman’s Self-Defense Guide to
Concealed Carry (CCW) by Ammo.com (Part II of III)
Learning About Guns and Self Protection
When it comes to learning about guns and carrying concealed,
the number one thing is understanding your weapon and feeling
comfortable with it in your hand. And the best, as well as the quickest,
way for this to happen is by taking a class or course on guns.
Gun Classes
There are classes available for new gun owners and refresher courses
for those who haven’t shot in a while. Classes can be about a variety
of gun topics – including handguns, rifles, shotguns, self-defense, and
carrying concealed, as well as those specifically for women. No matter what your gun shooting experience and
knowledge, there’s bound to be a local class that can teach you something. Ask at the shooting range, game
commission, or gun club. Or call your state representative to inquire about what’s available in your area.
If you’re unsure if a class is right for you, consider these things. Classes teach you everything you need to know
about your gun, and perhaps most importantly, they demystify firearms for those who’ve never been around
guns. They teach you how to take them apart and put them back together. They teach you how clean them, how
to handle them, and how to shoot them. They teach you about gun safety and the legalities of carrying concealed
in your area. The courses often have drills to get you used to pulling and drawing your firearm, building your
confidence and comfort levels. And most of these courses are a blast. You’ll break targets, shoot at balloons, and
have more fun than you ever thought possible with a gun in your hand.
Also crucial, these courses teach you the right way to handle a gun. It doesn’t matter if gun owners are veterans,
police officers, or hunters – people have bad habits when it comes to guns, and they often don’t know it. By
learning from the pros, you’ll be learning the right way and avoiding the bad practices of others.
Head to the Range
Regardless if you’re a newbie or a seasoned pro, practicing regularly is key for the ability to handle your gun
effectively and consistently. And the best way to get your practice is to head to the range. Many shooting ranges
offer both indoor and outdoor shooting areas, and some have events, clubs, and competitions. Consider joining
one and spending a few days a month there. That way, if the time comes when you need to use your weapon,
you know you can do it without second guessing yourself.
If you have a few different guns available to use, consider starting off with a smaller caliber. Because these
require less of a handgrip and have a lower recoil, you can focus more on learning gun skills and proper
shooting technique instead of fighting the gun’s kick and trying to keep it under control.
Carrying Concealed Fashion
When it comes to carrying concealed, things are a little more difficult for women. Their clothing tends to be
more form fitting and more revealing. And when you’re packing a firearm, you must be aware of where you’re
carrying it and if it’s staying concealed.
www.txcha.org
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Luckily, women have a range of options. Your weapon can be worn on the hip, under the arm, in the bra, around
the belly, between your legs, at your thigh, or even at the ankle. While some of those sound uncomfortable, most
holsters are designed for comfortability as well as function.
Here’s the breakdown of how most women choose to carry concealed:
•

40% at the waist/hips, inside the pants

•

15% in a belly band wrap

•

13% in a concealed carry purse

•

10% on the waist, outside the pants

•

8% in a bra holster

•

7% in an underarm/shoulder holster

•

5% in a deep concealment pouch

•

1% on the thigh

•

1% at the ankle

With all these different body parts to choose from, how are you supposed to know which is best? Well, that
depends on your preferences, the type of gun you’re carrying, and how quick you can maneuver your piece out
of the holster and into your hand.
Carrying on the body is always best, and the waist/hip area tends to be the most efficient. You know it’s secure,
it’s easy manage, and it’s quick to draw – but this isn’t always a possibility. When that’s the case, here are a few
tips for carrying concealed while keeping fashion in mind:
•
A bra holster gives you a hidden shelf to conceal your weapon. While the idea may not seem
comfortable, it hides the gun, no matter what you’re wearing.
•
Thigh holsters are a great option when you’re wearing a dress, especially if it’s form fitting. It
can be positioned so that it’s not visible on the contour of your body, but still allows you to carry.
•
When you can, wear clothing that’s long and loose. It hides bulges and makes you feel more
comfortable while carrying concealed.
•
Think about a holster that doesn’t rely on a waistband to stay in place. Many summer shorts and
skirts do not have a tight enough band to hold a firearm, and you’ll constantly be struggling to
keep it in place.
Concealed Carry Purses
While it’s never recommended to just throw your weapon in a purse, there are specially designed bags for
women who want to carry concealed. These purses have a specialized external pocket, perfect for you to reach
in and pull out the firearm.
It’s necessary to remember that carrying your weapon in a bag puts you at a higher risk, as does any time when
your gun isn’t physically on your body. There’s the chance of someone getting their hands on your purse, which
means they have your gun too.
You also have to maneuver the handgun out of your bag, wasting precious time in an encounter. There may be
a situation when there isn’t enough time to remove the gun, aim, and shoot. Instead of wrestling the gun out,
shoot through the bag. Before purchasing, make sure there’s enough room for the bullet casings to eject to avoid
jamming, or use a revolver when carrying in a purse.
Source: http://ammo.com/articles/womans-self-defense-guide-concealed-carry
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Col. John Boyd and the “OODA Loop”
											By: Dean McCormick
USAF Colonel John Boyd (1927-1997) was a fighter pilot who was instrumental in the advancement of
air-to-air combat tactics. Arguably, his most significant and durable contribution is the concept of the “OODA
Loop,” which has been applied to a wide range of confrontational situations. Including, for our purposes, the
defensive use of personal handguns!
What is the OODA Loop?
The term “OODA Loop” (pronounced oh-duh) is an acronym. The letters stand for observe, orient, decide,
and act. That was the process that Col. Boyd codified when he analyzed what happens in an aerial dogfight.
One potential combatant observes (becomes aware) of the existence of the other, then orients himself toward the
potential enemy, either physically or at least in the sense of directing his focus of attention in that direction. He
then decides what to do and starts to act to carry out that decision.
Col. Boyd’s theory was that the enemy was going through the same process. The winner would be the one
who got through his OODA loop sooner. Of course, any time either combatant did anything, the other would be
forced to repeat the process, at least in part, to account for the changes in the situation caused by the actions of
the other.
This depiction is a simplified version of the concepts Col. Boyd presented, of course. He took into account
the capabilities of different weapons, and the knowledge or assumptions (including the correctness thereof)
about the other person’s culture, training, and skills.
How can you use it?
Assuming that you and the “bad guy” decided to shoot at each other at exactly the same time, you can
complete your OODA loop first, just by being faster and more skilled in your gun-handling. But, in the real
world, that would be pretty unlikely. Far better for you if you start first. But, assuming that you’re the good
guy and in a normal public situation, you WON’T be spring-loaded to shoot at anybody you see. In fact, a “bad
guy” confronting you will probably have already decided to at least threaten you, maybe, even before you were
aware of his presence at all.
So what can you do to regain the advantage? First of all, try your best to stay alert enough, aware of your
surroundings enough, so you don’t start so far behind that you have no chance at all. Most bad guys will avoid
threatening anybody that looks alert anyway, and choose to threaten someone that looks like “easy meat.”
But what if, in spite of your best intentions, a threatening situation arises? Use the OODA loop.

•
•
		
		

•
		

OBSERVE any potential threat, as far away and as soon as practical.
ORIENT yourself to the threat.

This may mean turning your whole body to face him. Or just your 		
head. Or at least direct your attention and thoughts that way, and start thinking about how you will act if
the threat materializes.

DECIDE how to handle the threat.

Maybe a verbal warning or deciding what to say. Maybe a hand 		
on the grip of your holstered weapon. Maybe looking for an escape route or nearby cover.

www.txcha.org
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•

ACT.

•

Observe the results, re-orient as necessary, decide whether the conflict is resolved and if further action
is needed, what that action will be. Hence the term, “loop.”

		
		

This may include a firm-voiced warning, handing off a small child to your companion, moving
to cover or an exit, drawing to a ready position, or directly all the way to firing a shot.

The other advantage of starting your loop is that as soon as you do something, ANYTHING, especially
if it’s something he wasn’t expecting, you force the “bad guy” to restart his own OODA loop. He needs to
observe what you did, maybe re-orient himself to where you’ve moved, re-decide whether or not and how to
attack in light of what you’ve done, and then take the action which may no longer be so effective, or take some
new action no longer so thoroughly thought out or mentally rehearsed. Advantage to you.

How does this conceptual framework relate to Lt. Col. Jeff Cooper’s color codes?
Actually, these two systems are different ways of looking at essentially the same thing. Cooper’s color
codes, for those not familiar with them, are states of alertness, or mental conditions:

•
		
		
		

•
		

•
		

•
		

WHITE.

Unaware. Nearly oblivious. The way many people live their whole lives. Ideally, you
should be in this condition only while asleep. The fact that many people stay in this condition most of
the time and still live a normal lifespan is evidence that we live in a pretty low-threat environment, here
and now.

YELLOW.

A state of relaxed alertness. The advice is to “live in the yellow.” It is claimed that this
state of mind can be maintained for long periods of time without undue psychological stress.

ORANGE.

Awareness of a specific potential threat. “That guy over there doesn’t look right and I
wonder what he’s up to?”

RED.

Preparation for immediate fight or flight. Ideally, you will be thinking, “I thought something
like this might happen, and I know what to do about it.”

Several things to add. If you carry a gun and aren’t aware of the color codes, you’re behind the curve and
have some catching up to do. So I hope this info isn’t new to you.
Some other considerations:

•

Some authorities have added a “Condition BLACK,” a next level, indicating either panic or that the
fight is on and you’re mentally on some sort of “autopilot” status. Cooper discouraged adding another
color code, so obviously didn’t define it.

•

Cooper observed that while a trained combat mindset produced the best results, a normal but minimally
trained adult usually did pretty well dealing with a criminal threat, assuming he had progressed through
conditions yellow and orange. However, a person in condition white, confronted with an immediate
threat, often froze or otherwise was completely unable to cope.

		
		
		
		
		

Conclusion and advice:
I think we can see that both of these models, or constructs of a mental process, address essentially the
same situation. Proper mental organization is essential to handling a deadly threat situation with any success,
beyond just hoping for blind, dumb luck to get through it alive.
8
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So what can you do to help yourself?

•
•
•

		
		

•
		
		
		
		

Don’t go foolish places and do foolish things, especially with foolish people.
Keep alert, so you can observe a threat as early, and from as much distance, as practical.
Be as skilled as you can with your handgun, as well as develop other defensive abilities. Bare-hand
handed fighting, less-lethal tools like pepper spray, whatever. More tools in the kit will lead to a better
job done, most likely.
Have some basic decisions pre-made, that you can use quickly. Develop the habit of looking for escape
routes and potential cover whenever you’re in a public place. Moving when you have encountered a
threat often helps. Lateral movement is usually better than just moving away from the threat, because
it forces an attacker to re-orient to your new location, and thereby re-work his own OODA loop, while
you’re working on completing yours. In tactical classes, this is sometimes called “Getting off the X!”

Good luck, and remember the 5 P’s. Prior planning prevents poor performance!
Dean McCormick is a lifelong shooter and became a CHL instructor in 1995, as part of the initial cadre, and was in on
the formation of the TCHIA in 1997. He wrote a proposed draft of the original bylaws, some elements of which are still
incorporated in the current document. He’s been active in small ways all through the history of the organization, but
first ran and was elected to the Board of Directors in 2007. He is a member of the NRA as well as the Texas Concealed
Handgun Association.
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The association is saddened to
learn of the passing of longtime
members:
Joseph Robert Hager (August 2017)

EVERY GUN LA
LLAW
AW
AW
SPELLED OUT
IN PLAIN ENGLISH

DON’T END UP
IN MORE TROUBLE
THAN THE CROOK

Only $14.95 each—get both for $25!

Better than guessing: know the rules and stay safe.
Deep discounts for instructors, ranges and stores—
great for your students and customers!

Call 1-800-707-4020

GunLaws.com
GET THEM AS eBOOKS TOO

“If you knew all your rights you might demand them.”
BLOOMFIELD PRESS Fighting for our rights since 1989
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QA
&

with Larry Arnold

Question:

I am in charge of putting our
Church Safety Plan together. My
question is if we post both signs
not allowing anyone to bring a
handgun in the church, does that
also keep me from bringing my
handgun in. I wear it concealed
always. Also will the members of
the Safety team be able to bring
their in. I’m in desperate need of
an answer, because I heard many
different answers. The Fosters

Answer:
It depends.
The 30.06/30.07 signs are not
“No guns” signs. They only
prohibit carry of a handgun under
the authority of a license to carry.
They do not prohibit carry of a
rifle or shotgun, carry by a law
enforcement officer, or unlawful
carry by a person not licensed.
You don’t mention your
relationship to the church. If you
would be considered the “owner
or manager” of the premises, for
instance the pastor, head of the
board, etc. (however the church
is organized) then the church
building would be premises under
your control, and you could carry
under that authority, regardless of
signs you post.
As a member you have to abide
by the signage restrictions, as
would members of the Safety

10

Team, unless the “owner
or manager” gives explicit
permission to carry. Permission
to carry can be given regardless
of whether the person carrying
has a license. Licensees would be
carrying with permission despite
the notice. (If it was me, that
permission would have to be in
writing.) It would leave whoever
granted the authority, and the
church, legally responsible for
actions taken by armed members.
If you don’t post the 30.06
sign, then you, the safety team
members, and anyone else
licensed could carry concealed
on the authority of the license
to carry. The people you worry
about, those carrying illegally
or for illegal purposes, won’t be
affected by the sign anyway.
Personally, if an organization
banned my licensed carry,
but relied on other licensees,
as opposed to commissioned
professionals, for armed security,
I’d have a problem.
I hope that helps.

Question:
What is the minimum caliber
requirement for the practical
portion of the Instructor Training
class? I’m thinking 9mm but I
would like to be sure. Thank you,
Angela R.

www.txcha.org

Answer:
I’m pretty sure they last said it
was 9mm/.38 Spl. for instructor
renewal. That would be the safe
bet for the new instructor class.

Question:
Good morning. I’m writing this
email because I have a question
about carrying in someone’s
house. I’m an electrician, and
although there is no prohibition
against carrying with my
company, am I allowed to carry
into a private residence when I’m
doing a service call? Or do I have
to request permission from the
owner in order to carry on their
property? Thank you for your
help on this subject. Matt T

Answer:
For your question a private
residence is like any other
location where carry is legal. You
can carry there unless the owner
gives you effective notice under
PC 30.06 or 30.07.
In other words, if there’s a sign
on the door, or the owner asks
you not to carry verbally or in
writing, then don’t. Otherwise,
you can carry.

Question:
Hello, I am looking for
information regarding my
concealed carry. I currently live
in NM where I am going to get

my concealed carry license. I am
wanting to move to TX by the
end of this year but will travel
to NM often. What is the easiest
way to go about getting my
concealed carry in both states? Is
there a class I can take that will
work for both?
I have been looking for this info
on different websites and haven’t
really gotten anywhere with it.
Any suggestions or info would be
helpful. Thank you, Ashley B.

will allow you to carry with the
Texas license while you are still a
N.M. resident.
2. You can go ahead and get both
licenses before you move. You
will have to visit Texas to take the
Texas class.
3. You can get your N.M. license
now, and carry with it in Texas
after you move, until you get your
Texas license.
Good luck on your move.

Answer:

Question:

Welcome to Texas! New Mexico
and Texas have different
requirements and processes, and
require different classes.

In regards to the Texas School
Safety Instructor…Do you
have any information about this
certification - what is the market?
Haven’t seen much on the DPS
site other than the application.
Before I send $100 and spend
2+ days training I’d like to know
more.

To carry in both states as you
move, you have several options:
1. You can get a Texas license to
carry before or after you move.
Since we have reciprocity, after
you are a resident of Texas that
will allow you to carry in either
state. I don’t know whether N.M.

I really think Governor Abbott
is serious, so there may be an
upsurge. Thanks for responding.
Mark D.

Answer:
There are two programs for
armed school employees, School
Marshal and “Guardian.” The
school safety class is aimed at the
second.
A school district may write a
policy providing for employees
to carry guns to protect their
schools. The school safety class
is an advanced training class that
you can offer to public school
employees beyond the LTC
class. School safety does not
independently authorize graduates
to carry, that is done within the
school policy. Schools don’t have
to require employees to be school
safety graduates to carry.
A recent story said that one out of
five Texas school districts have
some type of employee carry
policy. Most of them seem to be
rural districts. The process seems
to be accelerating.
I hope that helps.

Larry Arnold is a longtime firearm and LTC Instructor. He also serves as TCHA’s Legislative Director and Public
Information Officer. Each quarter Larry provides us with answers to the most interesting questions submitted to our office.

“Personally, I carry a gun because I’m too young to die and too old to
take an ass whoopin’.”
www.txcha.org
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Is It Time For an Organizational Name Change?
By
Dean McCormick
TCHA Director
A little history, for those who weren’t around from the start of the Texas License to Carry program. In
1993, the Texas Legislature passed a law stating that The Texas DPS would license the (concealed) carry of
handguns, to those who applied for and qualified for a license to do so. Previously, despite the reputation that
Texas and Texans had developed, that had been illegal. There were some limited and ill-defined exceptions,
especially the one regarding traveling. But for the most part, Texans just couldn’t do that legally. Now, the
state would HAVE TO issue the license to any qualified applicants. Part of the qualification would be to
complete a class and pass both written and practical (skill) tests as well as pass a background check and pay a
fee.
Governor Richards vetoed the bill. It was passed again by the 1995 Legislature, and then-governor
George Bush signed it. The Texas DPS started training a cadre of instructors to teach those classes, and a
couple of thousand people passed the classes taught by DPS, and started teaching the classes to applicants.
There were requirements specified by the law and supplemented by DPS directives, but none of these
instructors really knew EXACTLY what to do, although everybody had some ideas and beliefs.
As time marched on, some of the instructors came to the conclusion that there ought to be an instructors’
trade association, both to represent their interests and to improve the program generally. So was born the
Texas Concealed Handgun Instructors Association, which soon thereafter became a Texas Corporation, with
bylaws and a leadership structure.
Some years later, in an effort to widen the scope of membership and make the Association more
effective, we allowed licensees and other concerned citizens to become members, then allowed any members in
good standing to become officers and (later) members of the Board of Directors. The organization’s name was
changed, to reflect the new rules, to Texas Concealed Handgun Association. That’s what it still is. The 2015
Legislature changed the law to allowed licensees the option to carry their handguns OPENLY, subject to some
limitations, and changed the old Concealed Handgun License to a License to Carry Handgun.
When that law changed, the TCHA Board of Directors considered changing the organization’s name
again, but decided against it. Most people still referred to the license as a “CHL,” and most licensees chose
to continue carrying concealed, at least most of the time, just as they had before the law changed. By my
personal observation, open carry still isn’t common, but the new name for the license has become accepted and
used, often being informally referred to as a “carry license.”
Since the new terminology is becoming accepted and used, the Board of Directors has again discussed
the possibility of changing the organization’s name again. We decided that, even if a name change is within the
Board’s legal authority, we didn’t feel comfortable doing that without formal member input. We govern and
manage the organization, but we don’t own it! It was decided to put the question to the members at the 2019
Annual Meeting of Members, which will be held in Kerrville (in conjunction with the Annual Conference) on
March 31, 2019.
Cont. on pg. 14
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Members,
For those of you who have email accounts, part of your membership benefits is to receive the
weekly e-newsletter titled “TCHA Weekly Shot”. If you are not receiving this e-newsletter
every Thursday and wish to receive it, please check your Spam or Junk file. It may also help
to add these two email addresses to your contact list: info@txcha.org and journal@txcha.org. If you
still are not receiving the weekly e-newsletter, then please contact me at 866-516-5117.
Mollie C. Clakley, Executive Director

https://ammo.com/i/VmpyUFF5T2NKb1U9c

http://yourtarget.biz/

TCHA Membership has its perks:

Pitts Roofing is an award-winning roofing company located in Fort Worth. As a GAF Master
Elite™ Roofing Contractor, Pitts Roofing ranks in the Top 3% of all roofing companies in the United
States. This designation allows us to offer the best warranties in the roofing industry. In addition
to this distinction, we have received numerous awards including The Consumer Protection Award,
The Installation Excellence Award, and The Training Excellence Award. Pitts is proud to offer Texas
Concealed Handgun Association members a $250 rebate on a GAF Lifetime Roofing System that
includes GAF Lifetime shingles and at least 3 qualifying GAF accessories when installed by Pitts
Roofing, Inc, a GAF Master Elite™ Contractor. Visit https://pittsroofing.com for more information.
Check out http://txcha.org/merchandise/vender-discounts/ for more membership perks!
www.txcha.org
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Everything discussed up to now is pretty straightforward history, without need for much personal opinion.
Now opinion comes in, and this is mine:
I believe we should become the Texas Defensive Handgun Association. That’s where our interest
and expertise lie, and it better fits the new legal environment. Other name changes have been suggested,
including “Texas Handgun Association.” I don’t favor that one, because I think that Texas has such a range
of handgun-related activities, such as collecting, hunting, and competitive shooting (bullseye, cowboy action,
IDPA and IPSC, etc.) that we have neither the personnel nor knowledge to support, it would overwhelm us
and an attempt to adequately serve those who participate in those activities would fail. They’re apparently
doing fine as they are, and we don’t need to muddy the water.
Fellow members, what do you think? Sometime between now and the annual meeting, some kind of
on-line survey will come out. Please respond with your considered opinion or submit an article to the Journal,
or a letter to the editor, or contact the Board of Directors.
I hope to see many of you in Kerrville in March. Thanks for your consideration.
Editor’s note: Dean McCormick is one of the TCHA Board Members who graciously volunteered to write this
editorial for the Journal. Members are encouraged to respond in writing to this editorial. Responses and more
information will follow in future Journal issues.
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THE 10 DEADLY ERRORS THAT CAN GET YOU KILLED
Part 1
By David Kidder
TCHA Board Member
As a rookie police officer attending the Police Academy in 1976, the one thing that made the most impression
on me was a film that we watched called “Officer Down: Code 3” That film was from a book of the same name
written in 1975 by former Los Angeles Police Homicide Detective Pierce Brooks. The author laid out the 10
DEADLY ERRORS that get police officers killed. In this article, I am adapting the 10 Deadly Errors that get
police officers killed and applying them to the Licensed Handgun Carrying individual.
#1. Failure to Maintain Equipment and Proficiency
Merely having a firearm will not protect you and your loved ones. To do so, two things must occur. The firearm
must function reliably every time you pull the trigger. This is accomplished through regular maintenance of
the firearm that includes both cleaning and lubrication. It also requires a quality firearm and good defensive
factory ammunition that you have fired through the gun enough to ensure that it will reliably feed your chosen
defensive round. Finally it requires quality, factory original magazines that feed reliably. If a malfunction is
ever traced to one of your magazines, that magazine should be marked and placed in the “practice only” pile.
You should never trust it as a carry magazine.
Aside from maintaining your equipment, you also must maintain your proficiency with your defensive
firearm and that means training. Training is not going plinking for fun, Training involves setting goals and
then working hard until you achieve those goals. Then you set newer, harder goals and start working toward
them. Training should be a lifelong process if you intend to carry a firearm for protection. You must approach
training with the attitude that “I don’t train until I get it right, I train until I can’t get it wrong.”
At this point, you need to ask yourself if you are maintaining both your equipment and your proficiency with
your firearm. If not, maybe you should rethink carrying a firearm in the first place. False security is actually
NO SECURITY. Sounds expensive? It can be, but you need to consider two important things. The first
question is “how much is my life worth to me”? The second is how much are the lives of my loved ones worth
to me? Think on it.
2. Failure to search, improper use of handcuffs
At first glance, this Deadly Error would appear to have absolutely no relationship to situations encountered by
Licensed Handgun Carriers. By looking more closely at the underlying problem, however, we can still learn
some valuable survival skills.
This error actually stems from many causes. Primary among them is complacency. I saw this all too often in
the days when I actually gave the numerical shooting scores to my LTC students. Far too many felt that a high
score, say 242 out of 250 made them a force to be reckoned with in an armed encounter. Now I only give them
Pass/Fail as their score and I always remind them that all gunfights are only scored as pass (you survive) or fail
(you die).
Another root cause of this deadly error in in failing to recognize a threat. Everyone who carries a firearm for
defensive purposes, has a mental image of what the threat will look like at the time of attack. Usually, this
mental image involves someone larger, younger, armed, and physically more intimidating. The problem here is
revealed when the threat is smaller, a kid, a woman, an elderly person, or basically anyone who fails to fit our
“profile” of what the threat will be. The result is complacency, which can get you killed.
www.txcha.org
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A final root cause of this deadly error comes from getting in a hurry. Speed kills, and not just on our highways.
When we feel the urge to speed up and charge right in after a threat has been dealt with, we often miss
additional danger signs. Rather than speeding up and missing things, we need to slow down, scan and assess
our surroundings, breathe, and maintain our distance from the threat. Getting a solid object such as a wall to our
back might be a good idea as well.
The key here is to not allow complacency to enter our mindset. Mental visualization of potential situations is
one way to counter some of these problems. Regular and structured training is another excellent method of
increasing your survival chances.
3. Sleepy or asleep
This particular Deadly Error literally screams “Situational Awareness.” Using Col. Cooper’s Color Codes, level
white is when you are unaware. The only real time this level of awareness is acceptable is when you are asleep.
At those times, you are normally in your home with doors locked, perhaps a security alarm set, and maybe even
a dog as an early warning system.
Unfortunately, far too many people go about a large part of their day in condition white. This can result from
a variety of factors including not getting enough sleep. Preoccupation, daydreaming, or being buried up inside
your smart phone are also factors that contribute to a lack of situational awareness.
Another aspect is letting our guard down when we “feel safe” such as when we are at home. Not nearly enough
people practice situational awareness in their own homes or neighborhoods. Many people feel that situational
awareness is only necessary when they might venture into a “bad neighborhood.” Fact of the matter is that
crimes of violence occur in all neighborhoods. Why would you be more alert in one part of town than another?
A final consideration occurs when we are driving. Do you lock your car doors as soon as you sit down in the
seat or do you wait for the car to do it for you as you drive away? Do you suddenly find yourself driving along
and realize that you have no recollection of the past few minutes of the trip? Do you leave a firearm in your
car all the time because you can’t be bothered to take it in and out of the car? If you said yes to any of these
questions, you have just demonstrated a lapse in your situational awareness.
All the practice in the world will not help you if you don’t recognize and respond to the threat in time. Get out
of your smart phone, put your head on a swivel, and pay attention to the people and environment around you. It
just may save your life.
4. Relaxing too soon
Here we have a problem where we might think the threat no longer exists and we relax and start to pat ourselves
on the back for a job well done. I see this most often with students who “unplug” too early by either firing
their shots and then dropping the gun back down to a low ready position or by being in a hurry to holster up
immediately after shooting.
There is a lot to consider in dealing with a potentially deadly threat. By relaxing too soon, we may signal to the
threat a reluctance to carry through with whatever force is required to protect not only ourselves, but also our
loved ones. It telegraphs that we do not take the threat seriously.
Another consideration is how close is too close. With a firearm, if the threat can see you, they are too close.
With an edged weapon, at least 7 yards is required to provide enough reactionary gap to allow a proper response
to an attack.
16

www.txcha.org

One other issue that must be addressed is that just because you have shot the threat, is there any guarantee that:
a) The threat will know they have been shot?
b) The threat will care that they have been shot?
c) The threat won’t just get mad at being shot and redouble their efforts to harm you?
As Clint Smith says, just because you shot the threat does not mean you won, it just means you had your turn.
It then behooves us to consider that if we have to face a deadly threat, we must “stay in the fight” until the
Police arrive. There are few guarantees in life, but one is that the sooner you can safely call 911, the sooner the
proper authorities will be on the scene. Only then can you afford to relax.
5. Missing danger signs
Too often, a surprise attack is actually anything but a surprise. The attacker probably gave off pre-attack signals
that were either just missed or misinterpreted. This actually speaks to a deeper level of situational awareness
that is often ignored.
Missing danger signs really occurs in Cooper’s Color Codes at level orange. This is the level where we would
take another look and decide if the behavior noticed in condition yellow actually represents a problem to us.
These danger signs can take one of several forms, including verbal, nonverbal, and behavioral. Verbal cues can
come across whenever the threat is saying one thing that sounds like something entirely different. It is a good
idea to listen to the tone and volume rather than just relying on the actual words themselves. It really is more
about how it is said than what was said.
Nonverbal clues may include facial expressions, glances or staring, or even adopting a fighting stance. These
nonverbal clues may be accompanied by verbal clues, or they may be observed in a subject who is totally quiet.
When the verbal and the nonverbal do not match, it is smart to believe what you are hearing rather than what
you are hearing. Jail house or gang affiliated tattoos are another excellent source of nonverbal clues.
Behavioral clues address situations such as invading your personal space in order to intimidate and also to
cut your response time if an attack is launched. Other behavioral indicators might include an appearance of
intoxication, a drugged appearance, or an angry, aggressive demeanor.
Finally, it pays to remember that wolves travel in packs. If you detect danger signs, it is possible and even likely
that there may be a second, or even a third threat present. Any time you perceive potential danger signs, it is
always a good idea to pay attention and prepare to act.
David Kidder is a retired Law Enforcement Officer and trainer with over 40 years of law enforcement service.
He currently serves as Range Master at Bullseye Weapons and Ranges in Marshall, Texas. David is a TCHA
Board member and the Journal Editor. Part II of this article will appear in the next issue.

Help support TCHA by joining NRA
or renewing your membership at
https://membership.nrahq.org/forms/signup.
asp?campaignid=XC031911

www.txcha.org
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TCHA Store
TM

For fastest service, order directly from our e-store at shop.txcha.org. For those without internet
access, please fill out and mail this page to the Texas Concealed Handgun Association, P.O. Box
161713, Austin, TX 78716-1713 or call 866-516-5117.

CLASSROOM AIDS
Sign set (TABC 51% Eng. & Span., 30.06/30.07 Eng. & Span., TABC Felony Notice) $20 Qty
TCHA Standardized Student Workbook (8 ½ x 11, spiral bound)

Price $

Quantity Pricing: 50+ copies, $6 each♦10-49, $8 each♦1-9, $12 each.
Qty
TCHA Standardized Power Point DVD (Current Edition)
The definitive lesson plan, companion to the workbook listed above $30 Qty
Traveler’s Guide to the Firearms Laws of the Fifty States (Current Edition)
by J. Scott Kappas $15
Qty

Price $
Price $
Price $

TCHA Logo Merchandise
Window Decal (3” Round, exterior) $3
Qty
Price $
TCHA Patch (3” Round, embroidered) $5
Qty
Price $
TCHA Instructor Patch (3.4” tall X 3” wide, round plus rocker, embroidered) $5
Qty
Price $
TCHA Life Member Patch Available to Life Members Only
Qty
Price $
(4” tall X 3” wide, round plus rockers, embroidered) $5
TCHA Hat (Port & Company, Adjustable, 2” Round Logo) $15
Qty
Price $
Colors: Black, Red, Grey, Sangria, Navy
List Hat Color choices(s):
Other merchandise with the TCHA logo is available only through our e-store, shop.txcha.org.
Shipping:
Less than $10.00 = .49¢
$10.00 - $19.00 = $7.00
$20.00 - $49.99 = $10.00
$50.00 - $74.99 = $13.00
$75.00 - $99.99 = $17.00
$100.00 - $299.00 = $21.00

Shipping $___________

$300.00 - $399.00 = $30.00
$400.00 - $499.00 = $35.00
$500.00 - $599.00 = $45.00
$600.00 - $699.00 = $55.00
$700.00 - $799.00 = $65.00
$800.00 & over = $75.00

Subtotal $___________
*Sales TAX @ 8.25% $__________
Total $___________
*Sales tax includes a tax on shipping per the Texas Comptroller

Name:
Mailing Address:
City:
Home Phone:

County:

St.

Zip:

Bus. Phone:

E-Mail Address:
Card Number:

Exp. Date:
www.txcha.org
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Revision 11/2017

TEXAS CONCEALED HANDGUN ASSOCIATION
PO Box 161713, Austin, TX 78716-1713  (866) 516-5117

Membership Application or Renewal

(For information on membership benefits, please go to http://txcha.org/membership/)

www.txcha.org
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Name
Street Address
City

County

State

Zip Code

Mailing Address (if different)
Home Phone

Business Phone

Cell Phone

E-Mail

Membership Category: [Mark (X) By All That Apply]
 Texas License to Carry (LTC) Instructor #
 Texas License to Carry (LTC) Permit Holder #
 Out-of-State Concealed Handgun License Instructor or Permit Holder #
 Active or Retired Law Enforcement Officer

 Concerned Citizen

I want to join as:  Annual Membership (New Member or Renewal) $30

 Life Membership $600

 Current Member #

 3-yr Membership (New Member or Renewal) $80

 Senior Life Membership (65+ yrs) $300

 Military Annual Membership (New Member or Renewal) $25

 3-yr Military Membership (New Member or Renewal) $75

 Military Life Membership $500
Payment Options:

 Cash

 Check or Money Order

Card Number

 Credit Card (complete the following)

Expiration Date (mm/yy)

CVV Code

Referred to the association by:
As a member of the Texas Concealed Handgun Association, I will
1) Promote informed responsible handgun safety, ownership and education,
2) Uphold the Federal and Texas Constitutional rights and privileges of every law-abiding person to own, possess and use firearms,
and
3) Support the Texas Concealed Handgun Association's legislative and regulatory advocacy mission.

Signature
TCHA Use Only

Date
**Membership dues payable to the Texas Concealed Handgun Association (TCHA) are not tax deductible for federal income tax purposes**
(Revised 5/1/18)

Date Pymt Processed:

New  Renewal 

Current Expiration (MM/YY):

Date Submitted to Acct:

#

New Expiration (MM/YY):

www.txcha.org
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Texas Concealed Handgun Association
P.O. Box 161713
Austin, TX 78716
www.txcha.org

Your Membership Expires:
Check out our new Facebook page and friend us for all updates.

Help the Association Save Money...Check your membership expiration date and
RENEW your membership NOW!
To keep updated on Texas reciprocity, check DPS website at:
http://www.dps.texas.gov/RSD/LTC/Legal/Reciprocity/index.htm
or Texas Concealed Handgun Association’s website at:
http://txcha.org/texas-ltc-information/texas-ltc-reciprocity/

Call 855-478-6607
www.texaslawshield.com

