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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Members,
The last couple of months have been a very busy time for the Board of Directors and Officers. Here are a few of
the highlights…
First, you may have been noticing the incorporation of our new name, Texas Handgun Association (TxHGA),
on our website and weekly e-newsletter. The name change process will continue to be slowly incorporated in all
areas within the organization (product, e-stores, correspondence, etc.) over the next few months.
Second, the 23rd annual conference will be held March 27-29, 2020 at the Y.O. Ranch Hotel and Conference
Center in Kerrville, Texas. This conference will be our boldest event yet. The Keynote Speaker will be Ed
Mireles, former special agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) who is known for his part in the 1986
FBI Miami shootout where two FBI agents were killed and five others seriously injured. He was awarded the
FBI Medal of Valor. Mr. Mireles will also be teaching a class titled Case Study of the FBI Miami Shootout: 5
minutes that changed the FBI.
In addition to Mr. Mireles class, the training lineup we will be offering at the conference is Virtual Tactical
Training, Gun Shot Trauma by U.S. & Texas Law Shield, and Less Lethal Empty Hands Tactics. Additionally,
the following Texas Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE) continuing education training will be
conducted: Armed Citizen Interaction with Law Enforcement, Pepper Spray, Civilian Taser, and ASP/Baton
(you will not be sprayed or tased). This means that the conference attendees will be receiving the same quality
continuing education training that law enforcement officers receive. Finally, we will be revamping our range
time by adding a lot of fun things to do during the shoot.
Our members’ professional development is the single most important item that drives the Board of Directors
and Officers to seek out the best training that we can provide. The Texas Handgun Association truly believes
that training is not a cost, but an investment for all of us.
As usual we will be giving away door prizes during each training class, raffling guns, playing free bingo for
prizes, and having a silent auction, as well as networking with each other. Additionally, as we did last year, we
will be giving away a gun during the President’s reception on Friday evening.
Finally, the TxHGA’s LTC PowerPoint and associated student workbook has been reworked and we have
incorporated the new gun laws that took place September 1, 2019. The update involved over one hundred manhours and has produced a quality product for both the instructor and student.
Just a reminder, another good way to support TxHGA is through our Corporate Membership program. We
have three levels of sponsorship: Bronze, Silver, and Gold. This is an exciting way for a business to promote
themselves and support the membership at the same time. If you are interested in finding out more about
this program, please contact us at the association’s office (866) 516-5117 or check out https://txhga.org/
membership/.
I look forward to seeing you at the conference.
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Announcement from the Editor
The reader will notice several changes starting with this issue of our Journal. In keeping with the desires of
the membership, the Organization name has changed. Previously, we were known as the Texas Concealed
Handgun Association. That changed this year at our annual members meeting with the Organization now
known as the Texas Handgun Association. Accordingly, The Concealed Handgun name for our Journal has
changed. I am proud to present to our members the inaugural edition of the Texas Handgun Journal. Look
for more changes coming in the future as we work to make the Journal even better.
One aspect we will be implementing will be a ”Letters to the Editor” section. We solicit input and feedback
from our readers. This is YOUR Journal and we want and need your thoughts and ideas. We encourage our
members to contact the Journal with your questions and observations. Please address your correspondence to
txhgajournal@gmail.com.
Additionally, beginning January 2020, the Texas Handgun Journal will be going to an e-journal format.
This will allow us to accomplish several goals for the Journal including all color (and more) photos, recurring
columns, and expanded length. If you are unable to receive the e-journal format, please contact us at
txhgajournal@gmail.com prior to December 31, 2019.
Finally, it is our desire to see more original content in each issue. This is where you can really help. We
are soliciting original articles from you, our members, for publication in the Journal. With the wealth of
experience our membership enjoys, it is only right and proper that you share your knowledge & observations
with the rest of your fellow members. Please send any original submissions to txhgajournal@gmail.com for
consideration and possible publication in a future Journal issue. The success of this Organization depends on
you, the membership. We want to have the best Organization and Journal possible and only you can make
that a reality. Let us hear from you.

Introducing the Texas Handgun Association’s 2019 Edition of
the License to Carry PowerPoint Lesson Plan & Handouts.
The definitive lesson plan dealing with the Texas License to Carry
(LTC) program, including the changes that occurred in the last
legislative session. Corresponding student workbook also available.
$35.00
[Available either electronically or as a CD/DVD]
Order at http://shop.txcha.org/PowerPoints-s/1821.htm
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Perfection Might
Just Kill You
By David Kidder, TxHGA Director

s a child growing up in the 50’s and 60’s, it was always stressed to me that the goal in every endeavor
had to be perfection. The litany of “practice makes perfect” still rings in my ears after all this time. The
concept of “good enough” was never even a consideration in my formative years. “Good enough” was for
those too lazy to obtain perfection.

A

Fortunately, I grew up and drifted away from some of my youthful indoctrination. One area of my life that
always seemed to lag behind, though, was the shooting of a handgun. Perfection was still the goal and I
pursued it mightily. In fact, the strongest memory of my Police Academy Graduation was not the pride of
being the class Valedictorian, but rather my disappointment at “only” being tied for second place for the
Marksmanship Award.
As I matured and my shooting skills continued to improve, I strived constantly for the “perfect group” on my
target. As I moved into training as a Police Academy Firearms Instructor, I worked to instill that desire for
perfection in my students. I honestly could not understand why anyone would want anything less than a nice,
tight, “perfect” grouping on their target.
After over 3 ½ decades in law enforcement, I retired and got into training everyday people to shoot and defend
themselves with a handgun. That’s where I noticed a strange thing happening. The light bulb came on and I
realized that the drive for perfection, which in this case translated into stressing marksmanship to the exclusion
of all else, was perhaps the wrong way of looking at the problem. Now don’t get me wrong, marksmanship, as
demonstrated with proper fundamentals of sight alignment and trigger control, is the touchstone to defensive
handgun shooting.
The problem is that perfection takes time and that is a very rare commodity when you are trying to defend
your life with a handgun. This is where the concept of “good enough” comes into focus. I like the definition
found in the Urban Dictionary: representing the mental embodiment of a person who could physically
obtain perfection, but, under the circumstances, does not. This seems to me to be the crux of the defensive
shooting dilemma. You may (and should) have the ability to achieve perfect sight alignment and trigger
control. Problem is that under the circumstances, you just don’t have the time to do so.
Photo # 1 shows a high center mass anatomical target shot at 7 yards using what I will label “defensive
perfection”. There are 15 rounds fired into that target with what would commonly be referred to as 3 flyers.
The group was shot in one continuous string of fire at a controlled pace. Most would go to the range, shoot that
group, and leave with the warm fuzzy feeling that they are a true gunfighter. Nothing could be further from
the truth. In actuality, they are very good handgun marksmen, but would not necessarily prevail in a defensive
shooting situation. Time is the Achilles heel of the group in Photo # 1. It is pretty, but was shot much too
slowly to replicate a defensive shooting situation.
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Photo # 2 shows a second 15 round group fired at 7 yards. The results are much less ego reinforcing. It is still a
much better defensive group, however, due to the manner in which it was fired. These fifteen rounds were fired
as fast as control could be maintained in multiple strings of anywhere from 1 to 5 shots, with the same number
of shots never being fired twice in a row.
These 15 shots were also fired in much less cumulative time than were the 15 shots shown in the previous
photo. Notice some things about these two groups:
Photo # 1 –
•
•
•
•
•

13 shots touching
3 flyers
All shots within the high center chest area
Fired slowly using basic marksmanship principles
Emphasis on sight alignment/sight picture over speed

Photo # 2 –
•
•
•
•
•

No shots touching
15 flyers
14 shots within the high center chest area
Fired rapidly using basic marksmanship principles
Emphasis on controlled speed using a flash sight picture

What is the effective differences between the two groups? Other than the first group being more pleasing to
the eye, the major difference is that the first group may get you killed in a defensive shooting while the second
group just might save your life in the same situation. The bad guys never practice basic marksmanship when
trying to kill you. They just point the gun in your general direction and empty it, hoping to get you with a fast
lucky hit. This is why so many innocents are wounded and killed whenever two rival street gangs decide to
settle their differences in a public venue via gunfire.
The key to learning to master “good enough” in your defensive shooting requires work. It must come only
after you have mastered the marksmanship fundamentals of sight alignment and trigger control. Nothing is
ever really advanced or tactical when it comes to shooting. It is merely the application of the basics applied
smoothly to maintain good defensive accuracy much more quickly. The key is finding your own limits where
you must slow down and utilize your sights in a more traditional manner.

www.txhga.org
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Two factors determine how we achieve defensive speed and accuracy. The first is distance. The closer we are
to the threat, the less time we will have to attain perfect sight alignment and perfect trigger control. I am not
saying that you are so close that you cannot miss, but you are most assuredly so close that you had better not
miss. Fast shots mean nothing if they miss. Fast peripheral hits to non-vital areas count only slightly more than
misses. Good hits stop attacks and they do it quicker.
The other factor is target size. Obviously, a 6’ attacker will not magically shrink during combat. But, you may
be required to find a target other than the huge center mass that most of us typically shoot during defensive
drills. Maybe you can’t see center mass. Maybe he is wearing body armor. Maybe a hostage (your loved
one?) might be blocking the chest area. The viable response them most likely would be a head shot. Problem
is that the head is considerably smaller than the chest, which then requires more precision in your shot. Sight
alignment and trigger control just became paramount.
So, the question then becomes one of how do we become “good enough”. Short answer is we put in the
work. You might consider some of these the next time you head out to the range for some defensive shooting
practice. Shoot at a variety of distances from contact to at least 15 yards. Slow down and apply basic
marksmanship (in a hurry) as distances increase. Vary the size of your target from string to string. Slow down
and again apply basic marksmanship (still in a hurry) as size of the target decreases. Vary the distances and
target sizes together so as to develop the ability to hit bigger threats faster at greater distances while hitting
smaller threats faster at shorter distances. Finally, push yourself just past the point of failure. Then slow down
ever so slightly so that you are hitting the threat with solid defensive hits EVERY TIME. You will never know
how fast and accurately you can shoot if you don’t push yourself to exceed your own limits.
In conclusion, you need to become unconsciously competent at hitting your threat between contact and 15
yards distance as smoothly and quickly as YOU are able to do so. If you can do that, you just might be “good
enough” to save your own life as well as the lives of your loved ones if the need ever arises.

TxHGA Corporate Members
Guardian Options, Inc., 3404 W. Illinois Ave., Ste 108, Midland, TX, 79703.
www.guardianpiinc.com, 432-631-3682
Texas Law Shield, 1020 Bay Area Blvd # 220, Houston, TX 77058.
www.texaslawshield.com, 855-478-6607
Texas CHL-LTC Training, LLC., http://www.texaschl-ltctraining.com/
281-615-2545, info@TexasCHL-LTCtraining.com
Bronze Star Shooting, Weatherford, TX. top@bronzestarshooting.com.
http://www.bronzestarshooting.com, http://facebook.com/bronzestarshooting, 580-291-9452
For more information on corporate membership, please visit http://txhga.org/membership/ or call 866-516-5117.
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How to Respond to An Active Shooter
By Cheryl Bunyard, TxHGA Director

WHAT IS AN ACTIVE SHOOTER?
An Active Shooter is an individual actively engaged in killing or attempting to kill people with no pattern
or method to their selection of victims. Active shooter situations are unpredictable and evolve quickly.
Typically, law enforcement is required to stop the shooting. Because active shooter situations are often over
within 10 to 15 minutes, individuals must be prepared both mentally and physically to deal with an active
shooter situation until law enforcement arrives on the scene.
HOW TO RESPOND WHEN AN ACTIVE SHOOTER IS IN YOUR VICINITY
• Be aware of your environment and any possible dangers
• Take note of the two nearest exits in any facility you visit and have an escape and plan in
Mind
• Evacuate regardless of whether others agree to follow
• Leave your belongings behind
• Help others escape, if possible
• Prevent individuals from entering an area where the active shooter may be
• If you are in an office near the active shooter, stay there, secure the door, block the inside
of the door with heavy furniture, turn out the lights, and place your cell phone on silence
• If you are in a hallway and cannot exit the building, get into a room, secure the door, and
follow the steps above
• When the shooter is at close range, you cannot flee, and your life is in imminent danger, as
a last resort, attempt to take the active shooter down. Your chance of survival is much
greater if you try to incapacitate him or her by acting as aggressively as possible, throw
items improvise weapons to use, and yell
• Once law enforcement officers arrive, follow their instructions

CALL 911 WHEN IT IS SAFE TO DO SO
INFORMATION TO PROVIDE TO LAW ENFORCEMENT OR 911 OPERATOR
• Location of the active shooter
• Number of shooters, if more than one
• Physical description of shooter/s
• Number and type of weapons held by the shooter/s
• Number of potential victims at the location
• If you cannot speak, leave the line open and allow the dispatcher to listen

www.txhga.org
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WHEN LAW ENFORCEMENT ARRIVES
Law enforcement’s purpose is to stop the active shooter as soon as possible. Officers will
proceed directly to the area in which the last shots were heard.
• Officers usually arrive in teams of four (4)
• Officers may be armed with rifles, shotguns, or handguns
• Officers may use pepper spray or tear gas to control the situation
• Officers may shout commands and may push individuals to the ground for their safety
HOW TO REACT WHEN LAW ENFORCEMENT ARRIVES
• Remain calm, and follow officers’ instructions
• Put down any items in your hands (i.e., bags, jackets)
• Immediately raise hands and spread fingers
• Keep hands visible at all times
• Avoid making quick movements toward officers
• Avoid pointing, screaming and/or yelling
• Do not stop to ask officers for help or direction when evacuating, just proceed in the
direction from which officers are entering the premises or where they tell you to go
The first officers to arrive to the scene will not stop to help injured persons. Expect rescue
teams comprised of additional officers and emergency medical personnel to follow the initial
officers. These rescue teams will treat and remove any injured persons. They may also call
upon able-bodied individuals to assist in removing the wounded from the premises.
Once you have reached a safe location or an assembly point, you will likely be held in that area by law
enforcement until the situation is under control, and all witnesses have been identified and questioned. Do not
leave until law enforcement authorities have instructed you to do so.

10
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Members,
For those of you who have email accounts, part of your membership benefits
is to receive “The Weekly Shot” e-newsletter. If you are not receiving this
e-newsletter every Thursday and wish to, please check your Spam or Junk file. It
may also help to add these two email addresses to your contact list: info@txcha.
org and journal@txcha.org. If you still are not receiving the weekly e-newsletter,
please call 866-516-5117.



https://ammo.com/i/VmpyUFF5T2NKb1U9c
TxHGA Membership has its perks:

Drive Data Recovery is the nation’s leader in data recovery
services with a network of 73 facilities staffed with expert
technicians. We are experts in recovering data from desktop/
laptop hard drives and SSD’s, RAID arrays, servers, mobile
phones, tablets and USB storage devices. Discount Offer: In
addition to our standard no-cost evaluation/diagnostic service,
first-time clients will receive a 15% discount on data recovery
services when they mention TCHA-DATA in person, on the
phone or via the ‘get help form’ on our website. We’re proud
to be a member of the community, and are happy to share our
expertise! Go to drivedatarecovery.com for more information.
Check out http://txhga.org/merchandise/vender-discounts/ for more membership perks!
www.txhga.org
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QA
&

with Larry Arnold

Question:
I have a question relating to off
duty federal law enforcement
officers. In Texas are they able
to carry their firearm anywhere?
What places are they prohibited?
Thank you, Miguel S.

Answer:
From the Texas Penal Code
Sec. 46.15.
NONAPPLICABILITY.
(a) Sections 46.02 and 46.03 do
not apply to: (1) peace officers
or special investigators under
Article 2.122, Code of Criminal
Procedure, and neither section
prohibits a peace officer or
special investigator from carrying
a weapon in this state, including
in an establishment in this state
serving the public, regardless
of whether the peace officer or
special investigator is engaged
in the actual discharge of the
officer’s or investigator’s duties
while carrying the weapon;
Section 46.02 is the general
prohibition against carrying a
handgun or club other than on
your own premises. Section
46.03 lists the locations where
you can’t carry any firearm, or a
location-restricted knife, club, or
prohibited weapon.
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When you go to Code of Criminal
Procedure:
Art. 2.12. WHO ARE PEACE
OFFICERS? The following are
peace officers:
The peace officers listed are all
Texas officers. Then:
Art. 2.122. SPECIAL
INVESTIGATORS.
(a) The following named
criminal investigators of the
United States shall not be deemed
peace officers, but shall have
the powers of arrest, search, and
seizure under the laws of this
state as to felony offenses only:

like to practice....thanks.

And it lists the Special Agents,
Inspectors, Marshals, and Police
Officers of Federal agencies.

You are certainly entitled to your
opinion.

That would seem to indicate that
on or off-duty Federal officers
can carry anywhere a Texas law
enforcement officer can.
Let me know if you have further
questions. NOTE: I am not a
lawyer or LEO.

Question:
I have a question regarding
the DPS school resource
instructor course. Do you know
anything about the proficiency
part of the course?
I am taking it in May and would

www.txhga.org

Answer:
I’m sorry. We aren’t supposed to
warn instructor students about
what happens ahead of that class.

Question:
I’m a licensed gun carrier but I
really don’t see the good of being
one. Texas is more restrictive
than most states even with a
license. Texas sucks. Lorenzo

Answer:

However, Texas is one of the
majority of states that is shallissue, so at least we can get a
license without being politically
connected.
I have traveled to other states,
and many of them have more
restrictions than Texas. I was
recently in one of the states that
prohibits carrying in a church.
Another state I visited prohibits
carry anywhere in an airport, not
just the secured areas. Unlike
many states, you don’t need a
license in Texas to carry in your
car, and because of open carry
you have less to worry about

if you accidentally reveal your
handgun most places.
It is true that there are now
more than a dozen states that
don’t require a license to carry,
and some states that have fewer
restrictions. I’m not saying Texas
is perfect. But that’s why TCHA
and TSRA are working to pass
legislation to decrease “gun-free”
zones.
If you have a particular restriction
that you would like to see lifted,
please get back to us. We’ll see
what we can do about it.

Question:
I was born and raised in Texas. I
spent 20 years in California as a
police officer. Is my retired CCW
recognized by the State of Texas.
I recently moved back home to
Big Spring, TX. Thank you for
your attention in this matter.
Respectfully submitted: Thomas V

Answer:
As far as I can find out:
1. If you have a regular California
handgun carry license it’s valid
in Texas until it expires, at which
time you can apply for a Texas
LTC.
2. If you have a retired law
enforcement officer license it
should be good, but it has to
be rewed every year through
the Texas Commission on Law
Enforcement.
A Texas License to Carry
instructor can sign off on your
retired LEO range qualification,
but you have to apply through
TCOLE. See the application form
at:
https://www.tcole.texas.gov/sites/
default/files/FormsAppsPubs/
IUF%2003.002%20retired_
federal_firearms%2008.27.18%20
Final.pdf

Question:
Hello can a person open carry
with a concealed handgun license
in Texas in the banks if no sign is
posted?

Answer:
In Texas, if you have a license to
carry a handgun, banks are just
like any other public business.
You can open or concealed carry
a handgun there unless the bank
either posts a sign conforming to
Penal Code 30.07 (or 30.06 for
concealed carry) or gives you an
oral warning that open carry isn’t
allowed. So, if there’s no sign it’s
legal to enter, but if an owner or
manager tells you the bank doesn’t
want you open carrying, you are
required to leave.

Larry Arnold is a longtime firearm and LTC Instructor. He also serves as TxHGA’s Legislative Director and Public
Information Officer. Each quarter Larry provides us with answers to the most interesting questions submitted to our
office.

“Personally, I carry a gun because I’m too young to die and too old to
take an ass whoopin’.”
www.txhga.org
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THE TRAINING LIBRARY
Book review of
FBI Miami Firefight: Five Minutes that Changed the Bureau
by Edmundo & Elizabeth Mireles
Fortunately for all of us, the chance that we will ever become personally
involved in a lethal gunfight is rather remote. That does not alter the fact that we
should still regularly train our bodies and minds to be prepared for that remote
possibility. Part of my personal training regimen for many years has been to
study written accounts of firefights with an eye on dissecting what went right as
well as what went wrong.
One particular incident stands out above most others due to the impact it had
on weapons, ammunition, tactics and mindset. That incident is the firefight in
Miami, Florida on April 11, 1986 between two determined, trained and equipped
bank robbers and eight Special Agents of the FBI. When the dust and smoke
cleared from this five-minute gunfight, both bank robbers were dead, two SWAT
trained Special Agents also lay dead and five other Special Agents had been
wounded by gunfire. The killing was ended because one seriously wounded
Special Agent, Ed Mireles, refused to quit and persevered in killing both
assailants with his duty handgun.
We are fortunate that after a span of more than 30 years, Ed Mireles, along with his wife have written the
definitive account of those five bloody minutes that turned the defensive firearms world on its head. There
is much to be learned from reading this book and I believe it should be on the bookshelf of everyone who is
serious about their training regarding personal protection.
Some of the aspects of this book that I find beneficial to serious students of the gun is the long-term effects
and changes driven by that five minutes in Miami. As a result of serious study of the firefight, changes were
brought about in weapons, ammunition, mindset, and overall training. Some of those changes might surprise
you.
First off, it was recognized that the FBI revolvers, semiautomatic pistols and shotguns did not match up well
against a .223 semiautomatic rifle in the hands of a determined killer. As a result, the death knell was sounded
for the revolver as the standard sidearm preferred by most law enforcement officers. Semiautomatic weapons
with larger ammunition capacities and faster to load box magazines became the standard in law enforcement
side arms. As usually what happens, the civilian market immediately followed suit.
Another change resulted from a perception that the ammunition used by the FBI failed to perform as designed
in that it did not penetrate the body deeply enough to cause enough damage to vital organs resulting in rapid
incapacitation. The first attempts at correcting this perceived problem was to address the caliber used. The
bureau soon became proponents of the 10mm cartridge. Recoil and size of the handguns drove the search for
something better suited to everyday carry. This led to the development of the .40 S&W cartridge. The result
was that the .40 round would fit inside the smaller, lighter, standard 9mm handguns and the .40 S&W became
the caliber of choice for law enforcement. Again, the civilian market immediately followed suit.
Not only was caliber considered, but eventually, the focus turned to bullet performance. This is the area of the
gun world that has probably seen the greatest advancements over the past 30 years. After much trial and error,
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designs exist today that allow defensive bullets of virtually all defensive calibers to penetrate to a uniform
depth while expanding after passing through intermediate barriers such as clothing, skin, glass, car bodies,
etc. Once again, the civilian market seems to be following the law enforcement lead as many agencies,
including the FBI, are switching back to the 9mm handgun and ammunition.
Finally, the best takeaway of this fine book is the area of mindset. Ed Mireles was severely wounded in his
left arm while running toward the gunfire. He had a 12-gauge pump action shotgun, but that is basically a
two-handed gun. Without ever being trained to do so, Mireles figured out how to work the action and fire the
gun with only one hand until the shotgun was empty. At this point, the bank robbers had made it to one of the
FBI cars and were trying to drive away from the scene. Mireles then pulled his revolver and stalked toward
the vehicle firing the revolver one handed until the bank robbers were taken out of the fight by his actions.
There is much to learn about the fighting mindset from a man of such determination.
The FBI Miami Firefight: Five Minutes that Changed the Bureau is a fast read with a multitude of valuable
lessons to be taken away from the narrative. The book is available on Amazon. I highly recommend it for your
defensive education.
Editor’s Note: This is the first in a recurring column on books relating to defensive firearms use. Readers are
invited to send in your own reviews of books to be included in future columns to txhgajournal@gmail.com.
Additionally, Mr. Ed Mireles will be the Keynote Speaker at our 2020 Annual Conference. He will also be
teaching a class at the conference.

NEW - TxHGA Standardized LTC
Lesson Plan/Workbook –
2019 Edition
Texas “License to Carry” Training
Requirements to Legally Carry a Handgun
in the State of Texas.
Includes changes that occurred during the
last legislative session. This is the official
manual of the Texas Handgun Association.
[8.5” x 11”, Spiral Bound]
Quantity Pricing
1-9 copies, $12 each
10-49 copies, $8 each
50+ copies, $6 each
Order at
http://shop.txcha.org/product-p/txhgalessonplan-2019wrkbk.htm

www.txhga.org
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Protecting Your Family: A Smart Parent’s Guide to Self Defense and Concealed
Carry (CCW) by Ammo.com [Part II of II]
To Carry or Not to Carry
Concealed carry is a hefty responsibility, and if you’ve got children, it’s even more so. And while many may
criticize those who opt to exercise the right to carry concealed, there are many reasons to keep a firearm on
your person when out with the family.
First, you obviously want to protect those you love. And there’s no better protection from violent attackers
than a concealed carry weapon. Second, when you have children, you’re ability to flee from an attacker
severely lessens. Children slow you down, and your gun can quickly become your family’s only defense.
Once you’re a parent, you have more of a reason to defend yourself than ever before. The challenge is that you
must find something safe, that children can’t reach, but you can – and quickly. More than that, you must be
able to keep the concealed carry weapon hidden, as discretion is a must at playgrounds and preschools.

Concealed Carry Considerations for Packing Parents
If you’ve decided to carry concealed, it’s time to think things through. There’s information out there that
teaches women how to carry while wearing a bodycon dress, about how to carry concealed when you’re in a
wheelchair, and what business professionals can do to ensure their firearm isn’t visible during a board meeting.
Yet no one tells you how to carry concealed when you’re a parent, when you’re juggling two diaper bags, a
toddler, and a screaming baby on your hip. How are you supposed to have a loaded gun on you when you’ve
got children pulling at your shirt, climbing over your back, and reaching their little grubby hands into your
pockets?

Where to Carry
If you can, carrying on your person is always best. It keeps the gun close, safe, and lowers the risk of someone
seeing it and taking it from you. The most common place to carry is on the dominate hip, yet t hat happens
to be the same place you’re likely to carry a child. Don’t do both. Double stacking is uncomfortable for both
you and junior, plus it makes it nearly impossible to quickly and effectively grab your gun in an emergency.
Instead, learn to carry your child on your non-dominant hip. It leaves your gun and your primary shooting
hand available, and will help to strengthen your weaker side.
A second option is to learn to wear your baby. When you wear your child instead of carrying him or her, it can
be quite beneficial. Your child is securely against you and you know right where she is. She can’t get away,
run in front of you while you’re shooting, or get scared and hide. It also gives you the ability to use both hands
while firing, which boosts your comfortability and control.

Holsters
When it comes to concealed carry holsters, you need to think beyond the hip when you’ve got kids. The best
bet for parents is typically a shoulder holster, worn under your weak side arm. This keeps your gun out of the
way, but easily accessible.
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If your children are still at an age where they get carried, make sure your holster has a complete trigger cover.
You don’t want wandering hands to find it under your shirt and accidentally squeeze the trigger, firing the
handgun.
To keep the gun and holster hidden, be sure to wear loose, long shirts to ensure your firearm stays concealed.
Patterns and floral prints work best to cover bulges that the holster and gun may create.

Concealed Carry Bags
If you decide to carry your weapon in a bag, opt for a specially designed concealed carry purse, briefcase,
or bag. Don’t just throw your handgun into your purse and think that’s okay. It’s not. First, a normal bag or
briefcase isn’t designed to keep a gun securely in place. The firearm bounces around, gets pressed against
things, and moves. Little bits of dirt and debris, and probably small pieces of crackers and little Legos all
could get jammed in the barrel, and can cause a misfire.
Also, never set your bag down with the concealed weapon in it. Not in the grocery cart at the store and not on
the kitchen table at home. A gun that is not on your person is not secure, regardless of what kind of bag it’s in.
If you decided to opt for a concealed carry bag, carry a revolver instead of a semi-automatic. If you would
ever have to shoot through the bag, it doesn’t have enough room for a semi-automatic to eject the bullet.
Choose a revolver to guarantee you and your family stay safe.

Practice, Practice, Practice
When it comes to carrying concealed
and using a weapon in self-defense,
especially with children in tow, you
have to practice. And then practice
some more. Practice all the time. And
don’t just do it at the range. Do it at
home. Dry run in the places you visit
often. Think about different situations
that could arise when you’re with
your children at the mall, at home,
and at school. Now prepare for those
situations. What would you do? Where
would you be? Are you carrying your
child? Is he in a stroller? What about if
you’ve been hurt and are on the ground?
What if you’ve been grabbed and the
attacker has your dominate hand? Can you shoot with the other?
Practice and prepare for every situation that can arise, that way, no matter what, you’ll be ready.

A Special Note to Foster and Adoptive Parents
If you’ve opened up your home, heart and family to foster children, or are considering adoption, there may be
gun laws to consider. In certain states, your Second Amendment rights could be sacrificed to foster children or
to become an adoption candidate.
www.txhga.org
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In Oklahoma, foster families and prospective adoptive parents must sign a Weapon Safety Agreement. Among
other things, this agreement states that if there is a gun present in the home, the firearm must be kept unloaded
in a locked storage container with ammunition stored in a different locked container. The agreement also states
that a concealed firearm is not allowed in a vehicle with the potential foster child, and only those who are
mandated by their employer are able to carry concealed while the child is present.
In Illinois, potential foster families must either certify that there are no firearms in the home or complete the
Foster Family Firearms Arrangement. As part of this arrangement, families must list all guns, ammunition, and
locations where they are kept within the home and are subject to involuntary home inspections. All firearms
must be kept locked and the key must be carried on an adult or be kept off the premises.
In New Jersey, foster parents are permitted to have firearms and weapons as long as that they are locked
securely in an approved steel gun vault that is separate from the ammunition for those firearms (which must
also be locked away).
In Michigan, potential foster families must store firearms in a locked safe, separate from locked-away
ammunition. And all handguns must be registered.
Even though there are children in desperate need for responsible, law-abiding families to love them, protect
them, and keep them safe from harm, people are being denied the opportunity to arm themselves – even
though they have never broken the law or been arrested. Instead, they’ve gone through background checks,
often taken gun safety courses, and obtained their concealed carry permit through legal processes, only to be
told they’re not allowed to be foster parents or to adopt regardless of their Second Amendment rights.

General Self-Defense Tips
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Get loud.
Stay out of reach.
Your goal is always to get away.
Never go with an attacker.
Be aware of your surroundings.
Don’t put yourself in high-risk situations.
Teach your children about self-defense and protection.

5 Recommended Firearms for Safety-Conscious Parents
When it comes to concealed carry, there’s a few things to remember. You want a firearm that you’re
comfortable with and that you can easily conceal. You want to make sure that it’s small enough to control
easily, but that it also has enough stopping power to halt an attacker.
Here are five recommended firearms for parents with safety in mind:
1. Glock 26 or the Glock 27: Small enough to carry and conceal, both the Glock 26 and 27 have a punch
		 big enough to stop an attacker, are reliable, and are easy to handle.
2. Smith & Wesson M&P Shield: A scaled-down version of the S&W Duty line, this handgun is
		 available in both a 9mm and a 40 S&W. It’s small enough to conceal and control, but is still deadly.
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3. Ruger LC9: Less than an inch across, the Ruger LC9 is small and easy to conceal. And since it’s
		 available in both 9mm and .380, it gives you power options as well.
4. Beretta Nano: While the Beretta Nano make looks a little different, it’s great as a concealed carry
		 weapon because there’s nothing to get caught on your clothing or bag when you pull it out of its
		holster.
5. Smith & Wesson Bodyguard .38: If you’re looking for a revolver instead of a semi-automatic pistol,
		 consider the S&W Bodyguard. With a built-in laser sight and its double action mechanisms, this gun
		 makes you feel safe and comfortable.

It’s No Longer Just About You
When you become a parent, it’s no longer just about you. It’s about the children. And you need to do
everything you can to protect them. While some may baulk at the idea of carrying a weapon to protect a child,
the fact remains that to an attacker, you look more like a victim when you have a child in tow. The attacker
believes you’re less likely to have a gun and less likely to defend yourself.
It’s time to prove them wrong. Carrying concealed does more than just protect you. It allows you to protect the
things you care about most – your children.
Source:-https://ammo.com/articles/parents-guide-to-self-defense-concealed-carry

SAVE THE DATE
23rd Annual Texas Handgun Association’s Conference
March 27-29, 2020
Y.O. Ranch Hotel and Conference Center, Kerrville,
Texas
Featuring: Edmundo “Ed” Mireles, Jr.
Keynote Speaker & Special Instructor
https://edmireles.com/

www.txhga.org
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NRA PISTOL INSTRUCTOR QUALIFICATION
COURSE OF FIRE
Often, it is too easy to allow our handgun proficiency skills to deteriorate. As with any psychomotor
skill, it is perishable over time. This drill is all about basic marksmanship. It includes aspects of
sight alignment, sight picture, trigger control, and follow through. The drill can be shot on a blank
piece of paper with 7’ circle drawn in the middle. Place the target at 15 yards. All shots will be from
a standing, two hand shooting position of your choice. There is no time limit for this drill. A total of
20 rounds will be fired with the loading sequence left up to the shooter (5 round strings, 10 round
strings, etc.). The goal is to place all 20 rounds within the circle border. Of those 20 rounds, 16 must
fall within a 6” group within the circle. I recommend using a compass to measure the 6” circle and
hits touching the 6” circle count full credit. This drill is harder than it looks. Give it a try and keep
working on your marksmanship basics until you can put all 20 rounds into the 6” group at 15 yards.

Editor’s note: This is a new column that will appear in all future issues of the Texas Handgun Journal.
Members are encouraged to submit your own drills for publication in future issues. Send your
submissions to txhgajournal@gmail.com.
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Help support TxHGA by joining NRA
or renewing your membership at
https://membership.nrahq.org/forms/signup.
asp?campaignid=XC031911

The association is saddened
to learn of the passing of
longtime member(s):
John Pridemore
(January 2019)

Apparel Store

From Hats to Shirts to Jackets to Bags. Order directly from the supplier.
(Logo application fee included in the price)
Start by going to
http://shop.txcha.org/category-s/1834.htm

www.txhga.org
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TxHGA Store
TM
TM

For fastest service, order directly from our e-store at shop.txcha.org. For those without internet access,
please fill out and mail this page to the Texas Handgun Association, P.O. Box 161713, Austin, TX
78716-1713 or call 866-516-5117. Other merchandise, such as hats, shirts, and jackets, are available through
our online apparel store at txcha.qbstores.com.

CLASSROOM AIDS
Sign set (TABC 51% Eng. & Span., 30.06/30.07 Eng. & Span., TABC Felony Notice) $20
TxHGA Standardized LTC Student Workbook (8 ½ x 11, spiral bound)
Quantity Pricing: 50+ copies, $6 each♦10-49, $8 each♦1-9, $12 each
TxHGA Standardized LTC PowerPoint (Current Edition) CD/DVD version

Qty

Price $

Qty

Price $

Qty

Price $

Traveler’s Guide to the Firearms Laws of the Fifty States (Current Edition)
Qty
by J. Scott Kappas $15

Price $

The definitive lesson plan for license to carry, companion to the workbook listed above. $35

Logo Merchandise
TxHGA Window Decal (3” Round, exterior) $3
TxHGA Patch (3” Round, embroidered) $5
TxHGA Instructor Patch (3.4” tall X 3” wide, round plus rocker, embroidered) $5
TxHGA Life Member Patch (4” tall X 3” wide, round plus rockers, embroidered) $5
TCHA Challenge Coin (solid brass, shiny gold finish, enamel paint & wave edging, 1.5"
diameter, 3.5MM thick) Bears the TCHA logo on the front, founding direction on the back $15
TCHA Lapel Pin (3/4”, Full silk screen pin w/clear epoxy dome & military clutch backing)
Bears the original TCHA logo $6
Shipping:
Less than $10.00 = .49¢
$10.00 - $19.00 = $7.00
$20.00 - $49.99 = $10.00
$50.00 - $74.99 = $13.00
$75.00 - $99.99 = $17.00
$100.00 - $299.00 = $21.00

Qty
Qty
Qty
Qty

Price $
Price $
Price $
Price $

Qty

Price $

Qty

Price $

Shipping $___________

$300.00 - $399.00 = $30.00
$400.00 - $499.00 = $35.00
$500.00 - $599.00 = $45.00
$600.00 - $699.00 = $55.00
$700.00 - $799.00 = $65.00
$800.00 & over = $75.00

Subtotal $___________
*Sales TAX @ 8.25% $__________
Total $___________
*Sales tax includes a tax on shipping per the Texas Comptroller

Name:
Mailing Address:
City:
Home Phone:

County:

St.

Zip:

Bus. Phone:

E-Mail Address:
Card Number:

Exp. Date:
www.txhga.org
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CVV#
Revision 8/27/2019

TEXAS HANDGUN ASSOCIATION
PO Box 161713, Austin, TX 78716-1713  (866) 516-5117

Membership Application or Renewal

TM

(For information on membership benefits, please go to http://txhga.org/membership/)

TM
www.txhga.org

Name
Street Address
City

County

State

Zip Code

Mailing Address (if different)
Home Phone

Business Phone

Cell Phone

E-Mail

Membership Category: [Mark (X) By All That Apply]
 Texas License to Carry (LTC) Instructor #
 Texas License to Carry (LTC) Permit Holder #
 Out-of-State Concealed Handgun License Instructor or Permit Holder #
 Active or Retired Law Enforcement Officer

 Concerned Citizen

I want to join as:  Annual Membership (New Member or Renewal) $30

 Life Membership $600

 Current Member #

 3-yr Membership (New Member or Renewal) $80

 Senior Life Membership (65+ yrs) $300

 Military Annual Membership (New Member or Renewal) $25

 3-yr Military Membership (New Member or Renewal) $75

 Military Life Membership $500
Payment Options:

 Cash

 Check or Money Order

Card Number

 Credit Card (complete the following)

Expiration Date (mm/yy)

CVV Code

Referred to the association by:
As a member of the Texas Handgun Association, I will
1) Promote informed responsible handgun safety, ownership and education,
2) Uphold the Federal and Texas Constitutional rights and privileges of every law-abiding person to own, possess and use firearms,
and
3) Support the Texas Handgun Association's legislative and regulatory advocacy mission.

Signature
TxHGA Use Only

Date
**Membership dues payable to the Texas Handgun Association (TxHGA) are not tax deductible for federal income tax purposes**
(Revised 8/27/19)

Date Pymt Processed:

New  Renewal 

Current Expiration (MM/YY):

Date Submitted to Acct:

#

New Expiration (MM/YY):

www.txhga.org
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TM
TM

Texas Handgun Association
P.O. Box 161713
Austin, TX 78716
www.txhga.org

Your Membership Expires:
Check out our new Facebook page and friend us for all updates.

Help the Association Save Money...Check your membership expiration date and
RENEW your membership NOW!
To keep updated on Texas reciprocity, check DPS website at:
http://www.dps.texas.gov/RSD/LTC/Legal/Reciprocity/index.htm
or Texas Handgun Association’s website at:
http://txhga.org/texas-ltc-information/texas-ltc-reciprocity/

Call 855-478-6607
www.texaslawshield.com

