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FROM THE PRESIDENT
A new year, a new decade, 2020 is on its way. As is customary at the year’s end, I wanted to reflect
and write a note to you reviewing what the association directors have accomplished in the past
year.
With the Texas Legislature passing open carry, I think the biggest accomplishment was removing
the word “Concealed” from our name. We have already seen an improvement at gun shows with
folks not walking past saying, “I already have my license.”, because they think that we are offering
CHL training only.
Additionally, well before the end of the Legislative session, a group of directors went to
work updating the License to Carry (LTC) PowerPoint and student workbook in order for
the association’s certified instructors to have a quality product for instruction. I would like to
personally thank Director Richard Buchfink for his dedication and hard work to the project;
member Gail Wood for his valuable input; and Executive Director Mollie Clakley for putting all of
the pieces together.
We have established a finance committee that consist of the Executive Director, Bill Titus (a former
director and vice-president), Director Wallace Dunn and Director Richard Buchfink. Through
the work of this committee the association’s bookkeeping records now track product sales and
memberships in a more meaningful manner. The budget reports that you will see at the upcoming
conference in March will be much easier to understand and provide more extensive insight into the
operations of the association.
We still are making a presence at gun shows and you would be surprised how many folks do not
know we exist. However, I have found that manning a booth at a gun show is very difficult for me,
because I always want to look at all the goodies at the show and my better half tells me to stay put
because I have a job to do.
In closing, we will continue to provide absolutely amazing training at our conferences with notable
instructors sharing their experience for our benefit. We need to learn and optimize how to share
our vision and the benefits of our association with like-minded groups. It will be a lot of creative
experimenting and learning, which means a lot of fun. (OK, frustration as well, but mainly fun.)
I look forward to visiting with you at the conference at the end of March 2020. Thank you so much
for being part of the Texas Handgun Association and we look forward to what 2020 has to offer.
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Announcement from the Editor
This issue of the Texas Handgun Journal represents the second utilizing our revamped format.
Members are reminded that we now have a “Letters to the Editor” section and we sincerely desire
your input. Tell us what you like, what you don’t and any suggestions you have to make OUR
Journal the best it possibly can be.
All members are reminded that beginning in January of 2020, the TEXAS HANDGUN
JOURNAL will suspend hard copy printing of the Journal. Instead, the TEXAS HANDGUN
JOURNAL will be in an e-journal format. Benefits will include full color photographs, recurring
columns, and expanded length. If you are unable to receive the e-journal format, please contact us at
txhgajournal@gmail.com.
We also want to solicit input from our membership in the form of original articles for possible
publication in future issues. Please submit any original articles to txhgajournal@gmail.com for
consideration for publishing the article in a future issue.

Texas Handgun Association’s 2019 Edition of the License to
Carry PowerPoint Lesson Plan & Handouts.
The definitive lesson plan dealing with the Texas License to Carry
(LTC) program, including the changes that occurred in the last
legislative session. Corresponding student workbook also available.
$35.00
[Available either electronically or as a CD/DVD]
Order at http://shop.txcha.org/PowerPoints-s/1821.htm

www.txhga.org
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23rd Annual TxHGA Conference Schedule
Registration (Hotel Lobby):

Friday, March 27, 2020, from 10:00 am – 5:30 pm
Saturday, March 28, 2020, from 8:00 am – 12:00 pm

Friday, March 27, 2020
Track A
Time:

12:00 – 1:30 pm

Track B

1:45 – 3:45 pm

4:00 – 6:00 pm

12:30 - 1:30 pm

(One hour of TCOLE
Credit)

Required Safety
Briefing at the range at
2:00 pm

Course Title:

**Empty Hands
Tactics

First Aid for
Gunshot
Wounds

Testing Gunshot
Wound Training

Winning the Rights
Fight: Securing our
2nd Amendment
Rights

Range Fun Shoot

Instructor(s):

Erwin Ballarta

Dewayne
McBride

Austin Davis

Aaron Marshall

Aaron Marshall &
Jamie LaBarbera

Guadalupe

Hill Country
Shooting Sports
(Range)

Location:

Cypress / Spanish Oak Rooms

President’s Reception

7:00 to 8:00 pm (Cash Bar)
Location: Cypress / Spanish Oak Rooms

Conference Activity

8:00 to 10:00 pm - Bingo (Free Play for Prizes)
Location: Cypress / Spanish Oak Rooms

Photographs will be taken at all events and may be published
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2:00 - 5:30 pm
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Saturday, March 28, 2020
General Sessions
Time

8:00 – 11:00 am

11:15 am – 12:00 pm

(Three hours of TCOLE Credit)

Course Title

** Civilian Less Lethal Options: OC Spray &
Conducted Electrical Weapons

Member’s Meeting

Instructor(s)

David Kidder

n/a

Location

Luncheon

Time:

Course Title:

Cypress / Spanish Oak Rooms

12:15 to 1:30 pm
Speakers: Texas DPS and P.J. Hermosa, CEO of U.S.
Law Shield
Location: Live Oak Room

1:45 – 2:45 pm

Track A
3:00 – 5:00 pm

(One hour of TCOLE
Credit)

(Two hours of
TCOLE Credit)

**Armed Citizen
Interacting with
Law
Enforcement

**ASP Baton
Tactics and
Utilization

Norman
Bennett

Instructor(s): Jamie Kidder

Location:

Banquet

5:15 – 6:00 pm

Track B
1:45 – 2:45 pm
3:00 – 6:00 pm
This is a prerequisite – Range
for the those signed
up for the Range
Training Session, but
open for anyone to
attend

Required Safety
Briefing at the
range at 3:00 pm

Emergency
Preparedness:
Are you doing
enough?

Lecture - Training
That Wins: Being
Truly Prepared
for Armed SelfDefense

Range Training
Session

Steve Lehman

Aaron Marshall

Aaron Marshall
& Jamie
LaBarbera

Cypress / Spanish Oak Rooms

Guadalupe

Hill Country
Shooting Sports

7:00 to 9:00 pm
Keynote Speaker: Ed Mireles
Topic: Overcoming Adversity and Surviving/Thriving
Location: Live Oak Room

Photographs will be taken at all events and may be published
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Sunday, March 29, 2020
General Sessions
Time

8:00 – 10:00 am

10:15 am – 11:45 am

12:00 to 1:00 pm

Course Title

Case Study of
the FBI Miami
Shootout

Present a Pistol and Reholster Training

Board Meeting

Instructor(s)

Ed Mireles

Richard Buchfink

n/a

Location

Cypress / Spanish Oak Rooms

[Classes identified with a double ** are eligible for Texas Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE) continuing education
credit for licensed peace officers.]

On Friday and Saturday afternoons, you will notice there are two tracks (Track A & Track B). If the time
on one track is at or within the same time as a class or range activity on the other track, you will need to
choose one of them to attend. You can take one class from one of the tracks in exchange for a class on
the other track that is being offered at the same time. The only exceptions will be if you sign-up and pay
for one or both range activities (Friday’s Range Fun Shoot and Saturday’s Range Training Session) or the
class is a pre-requisite to the range day activity you signed up for. The General Sessions on Saturday and
Sunday mornings are available for everyone to attend.
For those who purchase the Saturday luncheon and/or banquet, either as part of a package (regular/life
member/junior) or individually, below are the descriptions of the meals:
The Luncheon is a Mexican Buffet with marinated beef or chicken fajitas, beef enchiladas, pork tamales,
pico de gallo, shredded cheddar cheese, guacamole, sour cream, Mexican style rice, charro beans,
tortillas, chips, salsa, and sopapillas with honey.
The Banquet is the Traditional Hill Country Buffet with three entrée choices: Pork Loin in a mustard
cream sauce, Chicken breast with a Madeira sauce, and Roast Beef au jus. The meal will come with oven
roasted red potatoes, garden green salad, seasonal vegetables, hot rolls with butter, and apple cobbler
with whipped cream.

The conference hotel is the YO Ranch Hotel & Conference
Center, 2033 Sidney Baker, Kerrville, Texas 78028. The TxHGA
special rate for a single or double, which is valid through noon,
March 15, 2020, is $94.00 per night plus taxes for two queen
beds or one king bed. Contact the hotel at (877) 967-3767 or make reservations online at
https://reservations.travelclick.com/12007?groupID=2546649. Please make sure you tell them you are
with TxHGA. Reservations made after this date and time may be at the then current rates and based on
availability.
Photographs will be taken at all events and may be published
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23rd Annual TxHGA Conference Registration Form
March 27-29, 2020
Y.O. Ranch Hotel & Conference Center  2033 Sidney Baker Street, Kerrville, Texas  Hotel
Reservations (830) 257-4440
Open to Everyone

Name & Address

Email

Phone

Guest Name(s):
Per Person
Cost

Menu Items

Number

Amount

Full Luncheon/Classes/Banquet combination [Does not include either range day activity.]
Regular rate combination

$139.00

Life Member’s combination

$105.00

Junior rate (16 or under) combination

$69.00

Friday Only Classes [Note: Does not include the range fun shoot.]

$30.00

Saturday Only Classes [Note: Does not include the range training session.]

$60.00

Sunday Only Classes

$30.00

Luncheon and Banquet Only

$89.00

Luncheon Only

$30.00

Banquet Only

$59.00

Range Fun Shoot-Friday, March 27th, afternoon shoot
(separate cost, not part of any other menu item)

$20.00

Range Training Session-Saturday, March 28th, afternoon shoot
(separate cost, not part of any other menu item)

$20.00

Raffle Donation (per ticket)

$10.00
Total Paid
[NOTE: Registrations submitted
after March 15th, add $10.00
per registration]

Mail with payment or credit card information to:
TxHGA Conference Registration
PO Box 161713
Austin, Texas 78716-1713

Early registrations help us plan better accommodations and provide participants with the best conference experience.
Check http://txhga.org/2020-annual-conference/ for hotel information, meal descriptions, and conference schedule.
Credit card:
 MC  Visa  Disc  AmEx
Card Number:

Exp: mm/yy

CVV #

Name on credit card and billing address:

Signature

Date

Questions can be directed to the Texas Handgun Association: (866) 516-5117 ♦ texashandgunassoc@gmail.com

www.txhga.org
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Handgun raffle ticket for a Charter Arms “Police Undercover”, .38 special, 6 shot, 20 ounces, Stainless Steel,
Standard Grip, 2.2” Barrel. Drawing to be held at the beginning of the board meeting,
Sunday, March 29, 2020 (Please print clearly)
Name:
Phone number:
$10 per ticket. Need not be present to win. Include with conference registration form
and/or mail tickets with donation to TxHGA, PO Box 161713, Austin, Texas 78716

Handgun raffle ticket for a Charter Arms “Police Undercover”, .38 special, 6 shot, 20 ounces, Stainless Steel,
Standard Grip, 2.2” Barrel. Drawing to be held at the beginning of the board meeting,
Sunday, March 29, 2020 (Please print clearly)
Name:
Phone number:
$10 per ticket. Need not be present to win. Include with conference registration form
and/or mail tickets with donation to TxHGA, PO Box 161713, Austin, Texas 78716

Handgun raffle ticket for a Charter Arms “Police Undercover”, .38 special, 6 shot, 20 ounces, Stainless Steel,
Standard Grip, 2.2” Barrel. Drawing to be held at the beginning of the board meeting,
Sunday, March 29, 2020 (Please print clearly)
Name:
Phone number:
$10 per ticket. Need not be present to win. Include with conference registration form
and/or mail tickets with donation to TxHGA, PO Box 161713, Austin, Texas 78716

Handgun raffle ticket for a Charter Arms “Police Undercover”, .38 special, 6 shot, 20 ounces, Stainless Steel,
Standard Grip, 2.2” Barrel. Drawing to be held at the beginning of the board meeting,
Sunday, March 29, 2020 (Please print clearly)
Name:
Phone number:
$10 per ticket. Need not be present to win. Include with conference registration form
and/or mail tickets with donation to TxHGA, PO Box 161713, Austin, Texas 78716

Handgun raffle ticket for a Charter Arms “Police Undercover”, .38 special, 6 shot, 20 ounces, Stainless Steel,
Standard Grip, 2.2” Barrel. Drawing to be held at the beginning of the board meeting,
Sunday, March 29, 2020 (Please print clearly)
Name:
Phone number:
$10 per ticket. Need not be present to win. Include with conference registration form
and/or mail tickets with donation to TxHGA, PO Box 161713, Austin, Texas 78716
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THE TRAINING LIBRARY
Book Review of
THANK GOD I HAD A GUN
TRUE ACCOUNTS OF SELF-DEFENSE 2nd Ed By Chris Bird
If you carry a handgun to protect yourself and your family, you have most
likely given some thought to the possibility of being attacked. You probably
have developed some scenario in your mind of what the attack and attacker
will look like and how the critical event will go down. Unfortunately, most
people do a fairly poor job of this and then they find themselves shocked and
surprised when the attacker and event don’t match what they have planned in
their mind.
One of my favorite methods for visualizing potential attacks and attackers
has been to study the armed encounters of others. There is something to be
learned from all of them. The ones with successful outcomes teach us different
methods of overcoming an attack. The ones with less successful outcomes
still teach us, when we dissect them, to determine what went wrong and then
brainstorm how the incident might have been handled in a different manner.
Chris Bird is an author who has made this all the easier for us by writing the
book up for review in this issue. Thank God I had a Gun: True Accounts of
Self-Defense, 2nd ed. is one of those books that every armed citizen should
read. Chris served as a commissioned officer of the Royal Military Police of the British Army and has been
both a lifelong shooter as well as a participant in national competitions. As a journalist at the San Antonio
Express, he was assigned to cover crime stories. Chris is also an active Texas Handgun Association member
and has served in the past as both President and Journal Editor for the Association.
Chris has conducted 16 in-depth studies, including many interviews of those forced to defend themselves. The
descriptions of these events, including the aftermaths, give the reader a first-hand account of the attackers and
attacks these people encountered. The events cover a variety of situations, including home invasions, active
shooters, burglaries, robberies, attacks on third parties, and even domestic violence.
The chapters are well illustrated with many photographs accompanying the description of each encounter. The
16 chapters contain so many nuggets of good information on how these potential victims not only survived,
but prevailed over their attackers.
As mentioned earlier, this book teaches us not only what went right, but also what can go wrong, even when
you do everything right. Chapter 11 is titled The Risks We Take. It tells the story of Mark Wilson, who
interceded in an active shooter event on the city square in downtown Tyler, Texas. Mark successfully stopped
the killing. Unfortunately, he did not survive the encounter. This chapter is a hard dose of reality which is
something all of us gun toting citizens can use every once in a while.
I strongly encourage you to add Thank God I Had a Gun: True Accounts of Self-defense, 2nd ed. to your
training library. Chris has done an outstanding job of sharing the events that other gun owners experienced in
a highly readable format. A much wiser person than me once said that those who fail to learn from history are
doomed to repeat it. This is an outstanding opportunity to lean from the history of others who have been there
and done that. The book is available on Amazon.
Editor’s Note: The Training Library is a recurring column on books relating to the defensive use of firearms.
Readers are encouraged to send in their own reviews of appropriate books to be included in future editions of
the Journal. Send your reviews to txhgajournal@gmail.com.
www.txhga.org
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&

with Larry Arnold

Question:

We have several work locations
across the state of Texas that
are depots and are mostly an
outdoor work environment. These
depots consist of bulk chemical
storage and truck storage. I’ve
included an image below. The
entire area is fenced off and is
not accessible by the public. Can
we restrict firearms inside this
area without violating any rights
of our employees, provided we
post the correct signage? Thanks,
Kimberly G.

Answer:
There are more than 18 million
people nationwide with a license
to carry, and they very seldom
cause any problems, so we don’t
feel that restricting legal carry in
your workplace makes anyone
safer. In fact, it may do the
opposite. However, we recognize
it is your workplace, and you
have the right to set what policies
you want.

12

I am not a lawyer, so this isn’t
legal advice.
I am presuming that the vehicles
in the space indicated are your
company vehicles, and that your
employees park the personal
vehicles that they drive to work,
in a different area. Therefore:
To keep members of the public,
who are not your employees, but
who have a license to carry a
handgun, from entering the area,
you would need to post signs
conforming to Penal Code section
30.06, to prevent concealed
carry; or Penal Code section
30.07, to prevent open carry. If no
members of the public, including
visiting contractors, etc., are
allowed in the area, you may skip
this step.
You can keep your employees
from open or concealed carry in
your workplace, including areas
like this one, by posting 30.06 or
30.07 signs, or by publishing a
policy, for instance in your policy
manual, entrance interview,
bulletin board, etc. That policy
can also prohibit employees from
carrying in your company-owned
vehicles.
Generally, you may not prohibit
employees from securing firearms
in their private vehicles when

they are parked in your employee
parking lot. However, you are
not liable for any problems that
result, unless it’s due to your
negligence.
Note that none of the above
will keep anyone from illegally
bringing a firearm on your
property.

Question:
Why are the people with LTC
from California, Connecticut,
Hawaii, Illinois, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Jersey,
New York, Rhode Island, and
Washington allowed to carry in
Texas, yet none of these states
recognize LTC by people from
Texas? Just wondering. That
doesn’t seem right. Thanks,
Jimmy H.

Answer:
It isn’t right. Licenses to carry
should be treated like driver’s
licenses, valid across the U.S.
However, I’m glad Texas doesn’t
penalize individual gun owners
in those states because their
legislators don’t play fair.
After all, I don’t agree with
everything the Texas Legislature
does, either.

Larry Arnold is a longtime firearm and LTC Instructor. He also serves as TxHGA’s Legislative Director and Public
Information Officer. Each quarter Larry provides us with answers to the most interesting questions submitted to our
office.

www.txhga.org

23rd Annual Texas Handgun Association’s Conference
Class Descriptions
Empty Hands Tactics**, Friday, March 27th – The main objectives of this training are for the
participants to be able to:
1. Demonstrate disengagement tactics from grabs, strikes, and knives
2. Demonstrate counters to a gun grab and weapon retention
3. Identify options for improvised weaponry.
In this one and one-half hour class, the instructor, Erwin Ballarta, CEO of Armatek USA
Security Group Inc., will cover Disengagement (Grab, Punch, and Knife thrust); Weapon
Retention (Retention in holster and Disarming from a gun grab); and Improvised Weaponry (Use
of magazine, Use of Pen, and Use of common dinner table items). **This class is eligible for one
hour of TCOLE credit for licensed peace officers.
First Aid for Gunshot Wounds, Friday, March 27th, – Accidents or more precisely, negligence
happens. As a firearms instructor (see Note below), you may often find yourself in situations
surrounded by novice or inexperienced gun owners armed with loaded weapons. What happens
if your student is negligent at the range and shoots someone? Are you prepared to help? Do
you know what to do to give the injured person the best chance to survive? Make sure you know
basic trauma first-aid for gunshot wounds. Make sure you will be able to help.
U.S. & Texas Law Shield wants to provide you with knowledge that just may save a life. With
the assistance of an experienced battlefield medic, emergency medical paramedic, and Navy
Corpsman, they have developed this two-hour course to provide you with the working
knowledge of the first-aid you need in a gunshot wound scenario.
Some of the topics to be covered by Dewayne McBride, U.S. & Texas Law Shield’s National
Field Sales Operations Director, include:
• First Aid in seconds after a disaster;
• Things to do before EMS or paramedics arrive;
• Hemorrhage control;
• Essential First Aid equipment and how to use it;
• Essentials items for your blow-out kit.
Note: This course, although originally created for firearm instructors, would be beneficial to
every gun owner.
Testing Gunshot Wound Training, Friday, March 27th – Any skill not learned under stress
cannot be recalled under stress and using a tourniquet, packing a wound and applying chest
seals on training dummies or each other in a well-controlled environment offers little in preparing
you for saving a life with a gunshot wound. Static lecture-based training has its place, but after a
Classes identified with double asterisks (**) are eligible for Texas Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE)
continuing education credit.
Photographs will be taken at all events and may be published

www.txhga.org
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base level of competence, no seminar can address the practical issues of a real-world dynamic
encounter. This two-hour class led by Austin Davis, owner of Virtual Tactical Academy and
who has over 25-years of experienced instruction, will test you and the participants in gun
fighting skill sets with treatment of gunshot wounds in the safest, yet most realistic manner
possible, using modern adult learning theory and state of the art Virtual Reality (VR) training.
Winning the Rights Fight: Securing our 2nd Amendment Rights, Friday, March 27th – Those
of us who believe strongly in the right to keep and bear arms want to see those rights secure for
this and future generations. But for those rights to be truly secure, the will of the people must
back the sentiment embodied in the Second Amendment. How do we persuade those who are
not of like mind to see things our way?
This one-hour seminar, led by Aaron Marshall of Guncraft Training Academy, will give you
tactics to fight the anti-gun agenda and advance the cause of the right to keep and bear arms
through effective persuasion. You'll gain a wealth of knowledge that you can immediately begin
using to win converts to the 2nd Amendment, including:
• The #1 threat to gun rights (It's not what you think)
• The fight that we absolutely MUST win, and is even more important than legislative or
judicial victories
• The two types of gun opponents and how to deal with each
• The biggest way that gun owners hurt their own cause
• The deceptive tactics of the anti-gun agenda and how to counter them
The “secret weapon” that the gun community can use to persuade even ardent anti-gunners.
*Range Fun Shoot, Friday, March 27th – Test your mettle against your fellow TxHGA members!
During this time on the range, you'll test your skills through a series of five challenging shooting
events. Every stage will require your very best in speed, accuracy, and consistency of shooting,
as well as a little creative thinking. For each event, you'll receive a score that indicates your
overall performance. At the end of the day, the highest score will earn the title of 2019
Conference Top Shot. Aaron Marshall and Jamie LaBarbera of Guncraft Training Academy
will be your range masters.
*Note: Participation in the Range Fun Shoot will be limited to
the first 20 paid attendees.
Equipment required for range day activities:
• Reliable, modern semi-automatic pistol or revolver chambered in 9mm or larger. Semiautos must have a barrel at least 3” in length. If you have questions about a particular
pistol, please contact Guncraft at info@guncrafttraining.com.
• Minimum of 100 rounds of ammunition. Factory ammunition is preferred but high-quality
reloaded ammunition is acceptable if you loaded it. Do not bring reloaded ammunition
loaded by someone else as there is no way to assure safety and quality. Revolver
Classes identified with double asterisks (**) are eligible for Texas Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE)
continuing education credit.
Photographs will be taken at all events and may be published
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•

•
•
•
•
•

shooters will need at least two speed loaders and semi-auto shooters will need three
magazines.
A good quality, strong side belt holster on a sturdy belt is required. The holster must
remain open and not flatten when the gun is withdrawn. The gun's trigger guard must be
completely covered when in the holster. A Kydex or reinforced leather holster is
recommended. No Serpa, cross-draw, shoulder holsters, or appendix carry holsters.
Speed loader or magazine pouches are recommended to hold spare ammunition.
Suitable outdoor clothing and comfortable shoes as well as a brimmed cap.
Hearing protection. Electronic hearing muffs or plugs are highly recommended.
Eye protection with side protection.
Water will be available, but bring your Gatorade or other drink if you like.

Parts of the road at the range are rough and could pose a problem for low clearance
vehicles. Please plan accordingly.

Civilian Less Lethal Options: OC Spray & Conducted Electrical Weapons**, Saturday,
March 28th – Once you have your LTC and religiously carry your handgun, you are prepared for
any encounter. Right? WRONG! You are only prepared for about 1% of encounters you could
expect in the normal course of a day. What about the other 99% of the cases? This 3-hour
class, led by David Kidder, will teach the student about the proper use of OC Spray and
Conducted Electrical Weapons for defense of self or others in those situations where the use of
force is justified, but deadly force is not. Students will have the opportunity to deploy inert spray
on training targets. They also can deploy a Conducted Electrical Weapon such as the TASER
on a training target. Students WILL NOT be exposed to live OC or electric shock during
this training. **This class is eligible for three hours of TCOLE credit for licensed peace officers.
Armed Citizen Interacting with Law Enforcement**, Saturday, March 28th – With the steadily
increasing number of LTC holders in Texas, the chance of an armed citizen being involved in
interactions with law enforcement increases as well. This one-hour participatory class led by
Jamie Kidder will cover situations where the legally armed citizen might encounter a law
enforcement officer while armed. Scenarios will cover both traffic stop situations and situations
where the citizen encounters responding law enforcement officers after being required to display
a firearm in a self-defense situation. **This class is eligible for one hour of TCOLE credit for
licensed peace officers.
ASP Baton Tactics and Utilization**, Saturday, March 28th – Students will be shown how to
properly hold, deploy and utilize the ASP Baton, and other similar expandable batons in a less
than lethal use of force situation. The training led by Norman Bennett will also teach the
student the target strike areas, as well as counter techniques during a physical confrontation
when use of less lethal force options are authorized and required. **This class is eligible for two
hours of TCOLE credit for licensed peace officers.
Emergency Preparedness: Are you doing enough? Saturday, March 28th – Emergency
Preparedness is not just about societal collapse or the eruption of Yellowstone. You don't need
Classes identified with double asterisks (**) are eligible for Texas Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE)
continuing education credit.
Photographs will be taken at all events and may be published

www.txhga.org

15

10 years of food and water and an underground bunker to be prepared for everyday events that
affect thousands of Americans every day. Just as important as being comfortable and proficient
with a firearm, instructor Steve Lehman will explain during this 45-minute seminar why people
should have first aid skills, plans for evacuating their home, an inventory of valuable and
important possessions, and supplies for sheltering in, just for starters.
Training That Wins: Being Truly Prepared for Armed Self-Defense, Saturday, March 28th –
A gun is a very popular choice as a tool for self-defense, and for good reason. But aside from
owning the gun, what skills should you develop to be fully prepared to use it at a moment's
notice? How can you know you are truly ready to be successful against a criminal attack?
During this 45-minute seminar by Aaron Marshall, Guncraft Training Academy, you'll find the
answers to these questions and many others. You'll gain valuable insight into the following selfdefense related topics:
• The cost of poorly-trained gun owners (and why there are more of them than you think)
• The Five Levels of Competence, and how to recognize which applies to you
• The four types of defensive firearm skills, and which ones you can't afford to neglect
• Why understanding the difference between training and practice helps you do both
better
• How some practice can actually HURT your ability to defend yourself
• Evaluating whether the techniques you're using are best for self-defense
• The two most common training mistakes made by both students and instructors
*Range Training Session, Saturday, March 28th – During the three-hour range training
session, you will focus on developing and improving an essential set of defensive techniques
that are vital to prevailing against a deadly attacker. You'll gain a deeper understanding of these
essential skills, whether you're a brand-new shooter or have been shooting for years. Through a
series of demonstrations, dry practice, and shooting exercises, you will deepen your
understanding and abilities on:
• The Two Key Elements that will enable you to hit your target, every time
• Using proper trigger control for improved accuracy and speed
• Finding the optimal balance between speed and accuracy
• Consistently presenting your handgun from the holster
• Primary and alternate shot-placement strategies and when to use them
• The one “step” that cuts your chances of getting shot by your adversary in half
The session will conclude with two fun and challenging exercises that will test your speed,
accuracy, and consistency. The individual who comes out on top in both of the exercises will be
recognized at the banquet. Aaron Marshall and Jamie LaBarbera of Guncraft Training
Academy will be your range masters.
*Note: Participation in the Range Training Session will be limited to
the first 20 paid attendees.

Classes identified with double asterisks (**) are eligible for Texas Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE)
continuing education credit.
Photographs will be taken at all events and may be published
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Equipment required for range day activities:
• Reliable, modern semi-automatic pistol or revolver chambered in 9mm or larger. Semiautos must have a barrel at least 3” in length. If you have questions about a particular
pistol, please contact Guncraft at info@guncrafttraining.com.
• Minimum of 150 rounds of ammunition. Factory ammunition is preferred but high quality
reloaded ammunition is acceptable if you loaded it. Do not bring reloaded ammunition
loaded by someone else as there is no way to assure safety and quality. Revolver
shooters will need at least two speed loaders and semi-auto shooters will need three
magazines.
• A good quality, strong side belt holster on a sturdy belt is required. The holster must
remain open and not flatten when the gun is withdrawn. The gun's trigger guard must be
completely covered when in the holster. A Kydex or reinforced leather holster is
recommended. No Serpa, cross-draw, shoulder holsters, or appendix carry holsters.
• Speed loader or magazine pouches are recommended to hold spare ammunition.
• Suitable outdoor clothing and comfortable shoes as well as a brimmed cap.
• Hearing protection. Electronic hearing muffs or plugs are highly recommended.
• Eye protection with side protection.
• Water will be available, but bring your Gatorade or other drink if you like.
Parts of the road at the range are rough and could pose a problem for low clearance
vehicles. Please plan accordingly.

Case Study of the 1986 FBI Miami Firefight, Sunday, March 29th – In five minutes two bank
robbers and two FBI agents were dead, five other agents were wounded, three critically. This
incident would change the FBI and law enforcement in general. Keynote speaker and instructor
Ed Mireles will cover the investigative background, surveillance, car stop, shoot out, weapons
and tactics, wound ballistics, and will to survive as part of the 1986 FBI Miami Firefight He will
also cover the affect that this firefight had on changes in law enforcement equipment and
Weapons and Training, as well as PTSD.
Present a Pistol and Re-holster Training, Sunday, March 29th – As with any firearms training
course, students should be encouraged to seek additional training to learn and understand the
unique safety and legal issues that apply to owning and using a firearm. In this course, led by
Richard Buchfink, owner of Bronze Star Shooting, the objective is to present a pistol and reholster a concealed and openly carried gun safely. The NRA provides specific procedures to
follow to master and apply each technique. However, students should not feel confined to one
rigid or dogmatic system. Simulated training pistols will be used for all training. No live firearms
or ammunition will be allowed with this training. The student will objectively learn the necessary
steps for pistol presentation and re-holster. The student’s obligation to learn and practice will
enable the individual to obtain a balance of speed and accuracy. These two characteristics
combined will develop your self-defense capabilities.
To learn about the instructors, go to https://txhga.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/23rd-AnnualConference-Class-Descriptions-Instructor-Bios.pdf
Classes identified with double asterisks (**) are eligible for Texas Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE)
continuing education credit.
Photographs will be taken at all events and may be published
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Conference 2020 Keynote Speaker
Edmundo Mireles, Jr.

“The famous 1986 Miami F.B.I. gunfight
is a monumental event for tactics.
During the pursuit of two extremely
dangerous criminals, two special Agents
were killed and several others were
wounded. Although severely injured, Mr.
Ed Mireles fired his shotgun one handed
to prevent the suspects from escaping
and then he charged the suspects and
fatally wounded both. His heroic actions
prevented further injury to his fellow
Agents and innocent citizens.”

TxHGA Corporate Members
Guardian Options, Inc., 3404 W. Illinois Ave., Ste 108, Midland, TX, 79703. www.guardianpiinc.com,
432-631-3682
Texas Law Shield, 1020 Bay Area Blvd # 220, Houston, TX 77058.
www.texaslawshield.com, 855-478-6607
Texas CHL-LTC Training, LLC, Richmond, TX. info@TexasCHL-LTCtraining.com,
www.texaschl-ltctraining.com, 281-615-2545
Bronze Star Shooting, Weatherford, TX. top@bronzestarshooting.com,
http://www.bronzestarshooting.com, http://facebook.com/bronzestarshooting, 580-291-9452
Primary Safety & Health, LLC, Midland, TX. info@primarysafetyhealth.com,
https://www.primarysafetyhealth.com/, 432-618-8947
For more information on corporate membership, please visit http://txhga.org/membership/ or call 866-516-5117.
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ENHANCED TEXAS LTC PROFICIENCY DEMONSTRATION
I have always had a difficult time accepting that the Texas LTC Firearms Proficiency Demonstration
really demonstrates anything more than the ability to fire 50 rounds without shooting yourself or a
fellow student. The scoring for the drill is ridiculously forgiving with peripheral shots being given way
too many points toward the required 70% score.
This drill makes the course of fire more challenging as well as more realistic. Instead of the standard
B-27 target, we use either an IDPA or IPSC target. The actual target area for scoring is the 8”
diameter A zone circle in the high chest area. Nothing else counts. The standard 50 round LTC
course of fire is used and is available at:
https://bliss.armymwr.com/application/files/3014/9340/0934/chlQualCourse.pdf
Scoring for the Enhanced drill is where the other difference comes into play. The 8” circle is your
target and every hit inside of that circle counts a full 2 points. Every hit outside the circle counts
0 points. Shots on the line of the circle count as hits in the circle. 70% is required to qualify and
the total number of possible points is 100. Therefore, any time 16 rounds out of 50 rounds end up
outside of the circle, the score is failing. This drill emphasizes defensive accuracy and as such,
demonstrates a much more realistic exercise than the standard drill.

Editor’s note: This is a new column that will appear in all future issues of the Texas Handgun Journal.
Members are encouraged to submit your own drills for publication in future issues. Send your
submissions to txhgajournal@gmail.com.

www.txhga.org

19

TEXAS HANDGUN ASSOCIATION
DIRECTORSHIP INTEREST FORM

Are you interested in serving? For many, serving on the board of Texas Handgun Association (TxHGA) is a way
to support our second amendment rights and promote high standards of instruction and training. Additionally, it gives
you an opportunity to be part of a team who, together, shape the strategic direction of the organization and constantly
think about new ways to better serve the needs of the handgun community. During the 2020 annual conference
members’ meeting, March 28th, the TxHGA members will be electing three director positions. This is a volunteer, nonfunded position that meets at least quarterly, in person or electronically. A board member must be an active member
of the association and actively participate in board functions. Nominations may also occur during the members’
meeting, but if you would like to submit your interest beforehand, you can complete the information below and submit
the completed form no later than March 20, 2020 to:
TxHGA, PO Box 161713, Austin, Texas 78716 or by email to texashandgunassoc@gmail.com

Name

Address

Member Number

City

State

Zip Code

Telephone number

Provide us with any other personal knowledge or experience you feel you could bring to the board. A personal
profile or resume not to exceed one page may be attached. References are not required.

Signature:

Date

TxHGA Use Only

Date received:
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Member identification verified by:

www.txhga.org

Date Verified:

Help support TxHGA by joining NRA
or renewing your membership at
https://membership.nrahq.org/forms/signup.
asp?campaignid=XC031911

“Personally, I carry a gun because I’m too young to die and too old to
take an ass whoopin’.”
TxHGA Membership has its perks:

Gifts.com provides tens of thousands of expertly
curated gifts and unique ideas. Receive a 15% discount
using the code: REDWHITE15. You can find our
website here.

Check out http://txhga.org/merchandise/vender-discounts/ for more membership perks!

www.txhga.org
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TxHGA Store
TM
TM

For fastest service, order directly from our e-store at shop.txcha.org. For those without internet access,
please fill out and mail this page to the Texas Handgun Association, P.O. Box 161713, Austin, TX
78716-1713 or call 866-516-5117. Other merchandise, such as hats, shirts, and jackets, are available through
our online apparel store at txcha.qbstores.com.

CLASSROOM AIDS
Sign set (TABC 51% Eng. & Span., 30.06/30.07 Eng. & Span., TABC Felony Notice) $20
TxHGA Standardized LTC Student Workbook (8 ½ x 11, spiral bound)
Quantity Pricing: 50+ copies, $6 each♦10-49, $8 each♦1-9, $12 each
TxHGA Standardized LTC PowerPoint (Current Edition) CD/DVD version

Qty

Price $

Qty

Price $

Qty

Price $

Traveler’s Guide to the Firearms Laws of the Fifty States (Current Edition)
Qty
by J. Scott Kappas $15

Price $

The definitive lesson plan for license to carry, companion to the workbook listed above. $35

Logo Merchandise
TxHGA Window Decal (3” Round, exterior) $3
TxHGA Patch (3” Round, embroidered) $5
TxHGA Instructor Patch (3.4” tall X 3” wide, round plus rocker, embroidered) $5
TxHGA Life Member Patch (4” tall X 3” wide, round plus rockers, embroidered) $5
TCHA Challenge Coin (solid brass, shiny gold finish, enamel paint & wave edging, 1.5"
diameter, 3.5MM thick) Bears the TCHA logo on the front, founding direction on the back $15
TCHA Lapel Pin (3/4”, Full silk screen pin w/clear epoxy dome & military clutch backing)
Bears the original TCHA logo $6
Shipping:
Less than $10.00 = .49¢
$10.00 - $19.00 = $7.00
$20.00 - $49.99 = $10.00
$50.00 - $74.99 = $13.00
$75.00 - $99.99 = $17.00
$100.00 - $299.00 = $21.00

Qty
Qty
Qty
Qty

Price $
Price $
Price $
Price $

Qty

Price $

Qty

Price $

Shipping $___________

$300.00 - $399.00 = $30.00
$400.00 - $499.00 = $35.00
$500.00 - $599.00 = $45.00
$600.00 - $699.00 = $55.00
$700.00 - $799.00 = $65.00
$800.00 & over = $75.00

Subtotal $___________
*Sales TAX @ 8.25% $__________
Total $___________
*Sales tax includes a tax on shipping per the Texas Comptroller

Name:
Mailing Address:
City:
Home Phone:

County:

St.

Zip:

Bus. Phone:

E-Mail Address:
Card Number:

Exp. Date:
www.txhga.org
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CVV#
Revision 8/27/2019

TEXAS HANDGUN ASSOCIATION
PO Box 161713, Austin, TX 78716-1713  (866) 516-5117

Membership Application or Renewal

TM

(For information on membership benefits, please go to http://txhga.org/membership/)

TM
www.txhga.org

Name
Street Address
City

County

State

Zip Code

Mailing Address (if different)
Home Phone

Business Phone

Cell Phone

E-Mail

Membership Category: [Mark (X) By All That Apply]
 Texas License to Carry (LTC) Instructor #
 Texas License to Carry (LTC) Permit Holder #
 Out-of-State Concealed Handgun License Instructor or Permit Holder #
 Active or Retired Law Enforcement Officer

 Concerned Citizen

I want to join as:  Annual Membership (New Member or Renewal) $30

 Life Membership $600

 Current Member #

 3-yr Membership (New Member or Renewal) $80

 Senior Life Membership (65+ yrs) $300

 Military Annual Membership (New Member or Renewal) $25

 3-yr Military Membership (New Member or Renewal) $75

 Military Life Membership $500
Payment Options:

 Cash

 Check or Money Order

Card Number

 Credit Card (complete the following)

Expiration Date (mm/yy)

CVV Code

Referred to the association by:
As a member of the Texas Handgun Association, I will
1) Promote informed responsible handgun safety, ownership and education,
2) Uphold the Federal and Texas Constitutional rights and privileges of every law-abiding person to own, possess and use firearms,
and
3) Support the Texas Handgun Association's legislative and regulatory advocacy mission.

Signature
TxHGA Use Only

Date
**Membership dues payable to the Texas Handgun Association (TxHGA) are not tax deductible for federal income tax purposes**
(Revised 8/27/19)

Date Pymt Processed:

New  Renewal 

Current Expiration (MM/YY):

Date Submitted to Acct:

#

New Expiration (MM/YY):

www.txhga.org
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TM
TM

Texas Handgun Association
P.O. Box 161713
Austin, TX 78716
www.txhga.org

Your Membership Expires:
Check out our new Facebook page and friend us for all updates.

Help the Association Save Money...Check your membership expiration date and
RENEW your membership NOW!
To keep updated on Texas reciprocity, check DPS website at:
http://www.dps.texas.gov/RSD/LTC/Legal/Reciprocity/index.htm
or Texas Handgun Association’s website at:
http://txhga.org/texas-ltc-information/texas-ltc-reciprocity/

Call 855-478-6607
www.texaslawshield.com

