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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
by Wallace Dunn, Director

Boy have we seen some changes since our last Journal edition!

I am honored and humbled that the Board of Directors has entrusted me with the 
position of President.  Who would have thought the first thing the new President 
would do is CANCEL our annual meeting?  This has been a crazy time for most of us 
these past few months as we deal with COVID-19 and lots of people losing their jobs.

My number one focus this year as your President is to increase membership. I need 
YOUR help to do this.  Please share the benefits of membership with your students, 
friends, and family. If each of us only adds one new member we will double in size 
this year. This Association MUST grow our membership to be a legitimate voice in 
Austin, TX when it comes to protecting our gun rights. We need YOUR help to make 
this happen.   

With all of the protests and riots around the country recently, I believe now more than 
ever, that you must be responsible and prepared for your own self-defense. I will 
challenge all of you to take at least one self-defense handgun course this year. We 
have plenty of awesome trainers in Texas, and within the membership of the Texas 
Handgun Association.  

The Texas Handgun Association will have a booth this year at the 2020 Texas State 
Republican Party Convention. Keep your fingers crossed that they do not cancel the 
event due to COVID-19. The Convention is July 16-18 in Houston at the George R. 
Brown Convention Center. This is a great opportunity to get in front of a bunch of 
Texans that share our concerns about our eroding gun rights in Texas. A great big 
THANK YOU to Texas Law Shield for helping to sponsor the booth. Come see us if 
you can.



5www.txhga.org

Announcement from the Editor
Members of the Texas Handgun Association are reminded that we now have a “Letters to the Editor” 
section and we sincerely desire your input. Tell us what you like, what you don’t and any suggestions 
you have to make OUR Journal the best it possibly can be. 

We also want to solicit input from our membership in the form of original articles for possible 
publication in future issues. Please submit any original articles to txhgajournal@gmail.com for 
consideration for publishing the article in a future issue.

                                                                                                                                David Kidder, Editor

TxHGA Corporate Members  
                  

Guardian Options, Inc., 3404 W. Illinois Ave., Ste 108, Midland, TX, 79703. www.guardianpiinc.com, 
432-631-3682

Texas Law Shield, 1020 Bay Area Blvd # 220, Houston, TX 77058.
www.texaslawshield.com, 855-478-6607

Texas CHL-LTC Training, LLC, Richmond, TX. info@TexasCHL-LTCtraining.com,
www.texaschl-ltctraining.com, 281-615-2545

Bronze Star Shooting, Weatherford, TX. top@bronzestarshooting.com,
http://www.bronzestarshooting.com, http://facebook.com/bronzestarshooting, 580-291-9452

Primary Safety & Health, LLC, Midland, TX. info@primarysafetyhealth.com, 
https://www.primarysafetyhealth.com/, 432-618-8947

For more information on corporate membership, please visit http://txhga.org/membership/ or 
call 866-516-5117.
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7 Simple Steps to Successful Self-Defense Shooting
Part 1

By Aaron Marshall, TxHGA Director

You keep (or are considering keeping) a gun to protect yourself and those you love, and for good reason.  
Without question, a gun is the most effective tool for self-defense available to you.  But what else is there?  
Besides owning the gun, what steps should you take to ensure that you are prepared to use it effectively to 
defend yourself, should your life or the life of a loved one ever be put in danger?

As a firearms instructor, I've talked to tens of thousands of gun owners about this topic and realized that very 
few people know how to answer these questions.  Most gun owners at least realize that they need to have 
some level of proficiency with their gun.  Perhaps they have a trusted friend or relative teach them how to use 
it.  Maybe they take a class.  They may even regularly visit the shooting range for some practice.  But is that 
really enough?  And how would you know if it's not?  Given that most people are (thankfully) not required to 
use their gun regularly to protect themselves, most people don't have a reasonable standard for determining 
whether they are truly prepared.  And knowing the answer to that question could literally be a matter of life or 
death.

If you are in this situation, you are not alone.  In fact, I was once in exactly that situation myself.  At the time, 
I had deployed twice to Iraq and Afghanistan with the US Army.  I was Army expert-qualified with the pistol 
and rifle.  I thought I was a good shooter, because the Army told me I was.  I regularly practiced with my 
handgun, and carried it with me everywhere I was legally permitted to do so.  I figured I was as prepared as 
someone could reasonably be expected to be.

I was in for a wake-up call.  

Thankfully, this call did not take the form of a criminal attack.  I shudder to think what might have happened if 
it had.  But fortunately, the event that woke me up was attending a class with some highly proficient gentlemen 
who showed me what true preparation looked like.  I was humbled to learn just how much I had to learn.

See, the Army hadn't trained me as well as I thought they had.  The truth is that I had received very little Army 
training with a handgun, and it is both ironic and a sad testament to the low qualification standard that I was 
able to shoot expert on the Army pistol qualification.  This qualification had the effect of building in me a false 
sense of security.  Even the rifle training I had undergone, while more extensive, did still not cover the full 
range of skills that I needed.  I count myself incredibly fortunate that my inadequate training did not cost me 
life or limb in Iraq or Afghanistan.

It turned out I had a lot to learn.  That moment was a turning point for me, and would lead me to devote myself 
to mastering self-defense shooting and teaching others to do the same.

I hope that by following the seven steps that I've outlined here, you can avoid the false sense of security like 
the one I had built, and become truly prepared to be successful if you are ever required to use a gun to protect 
yourself or those you love.

One note before we begin:  You'll notice that there are 7 “simple” steps, not 7 “easy” steps.  While everything 
I am about to share with you is simple on the face of it, it is not easy.  It will require time and effort on 
your part.  It will require you to self-assess and be honest with yourself.  It may require you to set aside 
preconceived notions and misconceptions.  It will require you to confront troubling thoughts and make 
difficult decisions.  There's a reason that many people prefer to live in the false security of ignorance or willful 
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blindness.  But the peace of mind you'll experience once you are truly prepared is amazing.  It's a sense of 
security that nothing else can give you. It's not easy.  But it's well worth it.

 
Step 1:  Get the right mindset
Mindset is arguably the most important aspect of self-defense.  A proper mindset will set you up for success 
and, conversely, an improper mindset will be a nearly-insurmountable obstacle to success.  That is why we 
will start with mindset.

Unfortunately, this can also be the most difficult step, and in fact, some people never get past it.  This is 
especially true if you are a long-time shooter.  It can be difficult to let go of long-held beliefs and attitudes.  
The good news is that, while mindset is the first step, you don't have to get everything just right before moving 
on to the other steps.  Developing the right mindset is often a process that can take a considerable amount of 
time.  For that matter, there are some aspects of mindset that will be a lifelong pursuit.  So don't worry too 
much if some of this is difficult to accept at first.  Focus on progress, not perfection.

Let's look at several components of a proper mindset.

Understand and accept that you are “unconsciously incompetent”
One of the saddest things for me when speaking to a prospective student is for that person to tell me that he 
doesn't need my services because “I already know how to shoot”.  The reason this makes me so sad is because 
it is very likely that this person is exactly where I was before I was properly trained, and has the same false 
sense of security.  I've had hundreds of students who “knew how to shoot” before they attended the class, only 
to discover that they didn't know how to shoot after all, at least not effectively enough to save their own life 
from a criminal attacker.

I don't blame these people.  In fact, they can't help it.  They are what is known as “unconsciously 
incompetent”.

Being Unconsciously Incompetent means you don't know what you don't know

Everyone starts out being Unconsciously Incompetent.  It's the default level for any skill, be it shooting, 
skiing, or underwater basket weaving.  You don't even know what goes into the skill.  You wouldn't even know 
what questions to ask.

Unfortunately, the vast majority of gun owners are unconsciously incompetent about their guns and how to use 
them for self-defense.  Again, this isn't because there is anything wrong with them.  They have just never had 
someone show them what they need to know to use their guns effectively for personal protection.  And most 
problematically, they don't even know that they lack this knowledge.

Even people who have been shooting for years are often unconsciously incompetent.  Guns lend themselves to 
overconfidence, because a cursory understanding of their operation can still generate an exciting, if ineffective, 
result.  Because they can load the gun, make it go “bang”, and cause a hole to appear somewhere in their 
target, they assume they know what they need to know.

People with a minimal amount of training are often the most overconfident about their abilities.  This is a 
documented phenomenon known as the “Dunning-Kruger Effect”, named for the researchers who discovered 
it.  The Dunning-Kruger Effect states that the more inexperienced a person is, the more likely that person is 
to significantly overestimate their ability.  It explains perfectly why so many people don't believe they need 
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training like the type I provide.  Because they have a cursory 
understanding of guns and shooting, their confidence level is 
considerably higher than their competence level.

In order for learning to occur, you must understand and 
accept that you don't know what you don't know.  This act 
of humility is a first step towards building a proper skill set, 
and the inability of many to perform it is what keeps them 
from being truly prepared and proficient with their tool of 
personal protection.  Just this step alone will put you into an 
elite club.

Understand that a gun is not the solution to most problems
There is an old saying: When your only tool is a hammer, everything looks like a nail.  Carrying a gun 
causes some people to look for an excuse to use it.  

Let me be candid: If you're looking for a reason to use a gun, you should not carry a gun.

A gun is a tool of last resort.  You should pray that you never have to use it, because if you do, your life 
will never be the same.  Using deadly force brings many consequences, including legal, social, financial, 
and psychological repercussions.  You should only use deadly force when absolutely necessary to protect 
innocent life.

There is a flip-side to this coin, however.  When your gun IS the solution, nothing else will do.  When 
a 5-foot, 100-pound young woman encounters four men, twice her size, who are intent on raping and 
murdering her, what tool gives her any real chance at stopping them?  When a psychopathic criminal hopped 
up on PCP breaks into an elderly widow's home in a drug-induced homicidal rage, what hope does she have 
of preventing her own murder?  When a disgruntled worker storms into his office building with a shotgun, 
intent on causing as much mayhem as possible, what will cut short his killing spree?

It is for these situations that we keep and carry guns.  In these instances, there is no other defensive tool that 
will allow you to prevent tragedy from befalling you or those around you.  A 911 call, assuming you can 
even make it, is highly unlikely to bring police in enough time to save you.  A rape whistle will not summon 
a white knight to fight for you.  Stun guns and pepper spray frequently fail against dedicated or drug-crazed 
attackers.  The gun is the great equalizing tool that gives you a fighting chance.

By all means, carry a gun.  And pray you're never in a situation where you have to use it.

Commit to developing your situational awareness
Awareness of your surroundings is the greatest defensive tool at your disposal.  The great thing about mental 
awareness is that it is an effective self-defense tool that you can carry with you everywhere, even if you 
are not carrying a gun.  Simply being aware of what is happening around you makes it significantly less 
likely you will have to use your gun in self-defense, because you will naturally avoid dangerous people and 
situations.  If you are required to use your weapon in self-defense, you already have an advantage, because 
you've had time to observe your threat and orient yourself to it.
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If you see the fight coming, you are much more likely to prevail.

By the same token, if you are caught by surprise, you have almost no chance of success, unless your attacker 
is completely inept.  It will take you several seconds to figure out what is happening to you, process the 
information, and decide how to respond.  That is time you don't have.

Set yourself up for success.  Develop and practice your ability to stay aware of what is happening around you.  
Start right now.

You must be willing to fire on your attacker if necessary to save your life
Some people keep a gun, expecting that all they will have to do is display it to dissuade an attacker.  They 
think simply racking the shotgun will scare off the burglar.  Or they think that if necessary, they can drive off 
an attacker with warning shots (which are a bad idea for many reasons).

Could those things work?  Sure, maybe.  And if they do, that's a win.  But what if they don't?  You must be 
prepared, mentally and physically, to fire on your attacker.  And I'm not talking about shooting to cause a flesh 
wound, such as a leg shot.  I mean firing incapacitating shots into the thoracic cavity.

Criminals are generally pretty good at reading people.  They will likely know whether or not you are 
confident and prepared to use your weapon against them, simply by your demeanor.  If they sense weakness, 
they may just be emboldened to attack anyway.

Do not carry a gun if you believe that you will not be willing to press the trigger on an attacker.

Why?  Because now that gun has become a liability.  If your attacker calls your bluff, the first thing he is 
going to do is try to take the gun from you.  The last thing you need is for your own weapon to be used 
against you.  If you're going to carry the gun, be willing to use it effectively.

You must be prepared for the possibility that your attacker will die
The vast majority of human beings are naturally wired to avoid killing a fellow human.  We should be 
very grateful for this, as this is what allows us to live together peaceably.  It is only the psychopathic and 
sociopathic among us who lack this compunction to do harm to others.  And indeed, these very psychopaths 
are the reason that we arm ourselves, in case we are ever faced with one of them intent on doing harm to us or 
someone we care about.

However, this natural resistance can be a double-edged sword.  Even when faced with a deadly threat, many 
people will find themselves unwilling to do what is necessary to prevail.  As unbelievable as it may sound, 
a subconscious concern for their attacker's well-being causes them to hold back, giving their psychopathic 
attacker the advantage.

In his ground-breaking book On Killing, Dave Grossman documents the phenomenon of vast majorities of 
trained soldiers intentionally shooting to miss the enemy soldiers.  As he explains, this is a byproduct of the 
natural inhibition to killing another human being.  An important aspect of human nature becomes a hindrance 
to success in combat, just as it does in self-defense.

Understand, you are not trying to kill your attacker.  In a self-defense situation, your goal is simply to end 
the deadly threat against you or your loved ones.  However, the possibility exists that your attacker may die 
because of your use of deadly force in response to the deadly threat.  This is something that you must accept 
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ahead of time in order to ensure you act decisively in the critical moment.

It is not your goal to kill your attacker, but you must be willing to accept that your adversary may die as 
a result of your actions.

Decide to be the victor, not the victim
Above all, make up your mind that you will do everything in your power to avoid becoming a victim.  Victory 
should be the only acceptable outcome in a self-defense encounter.  You should be absolutely dedicated to 
doing what is necessary to prevent yourself from being victimized.

Dedication is arguably the most important determining factor in who wins a fight.

Developing this dedication takes time and training, but it can start right now by simply making the decision in 
your own mind that you will commit to being the victor instead of a victim.  Without this commitment, much 
of the rest of your preparation is academic.

Editor’s note: This article will continue over the course of the next several issues of the TEXAS 
HANDGUN JOURNAL.

Texas Handgun Association's Life Member 
Padfolio

$25.00 each

Made of Dark Blue DuraHyde. Fully zippered 
closure. Interior organizer with zippered 
pocket and gusseted file pocket. Clear ID/
calculator pocket, card slots, and pen holder. 
Includes 8-1/2" x 11" writing pad. Front Slot 
Pocket. Debossed imprint design.

Order at http://shop.txcha.org/product-p/
padfolio_life_member_.htm

Aaron Marshall has two combat deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan. He has been a 
firearms instructor, in both military and civilian contexts, for over 12 years. Aaron is 
the Executive Administrator for Guncraft Training Academy and has served the Texas 
Handgun Association as a Director since 2018.

http://shop.txcha.org/product-p/padfolio_life_member_.htm
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TxHGA Membership has its perks:

Check out http://txhga.org/merchandise/vender-discounts/ for more membership perks!

Firearms Laws, Vol. 1:
Federal Infringements (2020 ed.)
Volume 1 is not a quick summary of federal 
law that leaves you with more questions 
than answers. It was written to be the most 
comprehensive, yet understandable, federal 
firearms book on the market, covering all 
aspects of the GCA and the NFA as well 
as recent case law regarding traveling with 
firearms and prohibited person challenges.

Firearms Laws, Vol. 2:
Texas Infringements (2020 ed.)
Volume 2 addresses the basics of federal law and an extensive 
coverage of Texas firearm laws.  It covers a wide range of 
issues including those who are not allowed to possess firearms; 
locations where firearms are prohibited; and firearm laws related 
to hunting and target shooting, personal firearm transfers, and 
firearm crimes, seizures, and self-defense.  Also discussed are 
the extensive requirements, restrictions, and obligations related 
to licenses to carry and the School Marshal Program.

Chapter lists, detailed table of contents, and purchasing information can be found at: https://
firearmslaw.attorney/firearms-book/. Use discount code THA20 for a 20% discount.

Members, 

For those of you who have email accounts, part of your membership benefits is to receive “The Weekly 
Shot” e-newsletter every Thursday and the “Texas Handgun Journal” on a quarterly basis. If you are 
not receiving these two publications, please check your Spam or Junk file. It may also help to add these 
two email addresses to your contact list: info@txcha.org and journal@txcha.org. If you still are not 
receiving either publication, please call 866-516-5117.

https://firearmslaw.attorney/firearms-book/
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Question:
Hello I had a quick question. 
My brother recently moved 
from Arizona to Texas last 
week. I had given him one of 
my handguns to borrow while 
he is living in Texas until he 
can afford his own handgun. 
I was reading today that you 
need a LTC to carry openly in 
Texas. Or is an LTC the same 
as an CCW? Is it required 
that you have an LTC to carry 
on your person outside of 
the vehicle? Or do you have 
to have an LTC to carry in a 
vehicle?

I’ve been looking around the 
internet and still can’t find a 
clear answer to date. Nicholas 
F

Answer: 

“CCW” typically stands for 
“Carry Concealed Weapon.” 
In some states you can carry 
openly, but the license is 
required to carry concealed. 
This is not true in Texas.

Under Texas law you must 
have a License To Carry 
a Handgun (LTC) to carry 

in public, either openly or 
concealed. If your brother 
has an Arizona license, he 
can carry on that license in 
Texas as long as it’s valid. If 
he wants to carry in public, we 
highly recommend he get his 
Texas LTC, since the required 
class will teach him about 
Texas laws related to carrying 
and self-defense.

Motor vehicles, including 
cars, trucks and motorcycles, 
however, are considered 
“premises under your control.” 
You do not have to have a LTC 
to carry inside your motor 
vehicle or watercraft, as long 
as (1) the handgun is not in 
plain sight, (2) you are not 
prohibited from possessing 
a firearm, (3) you are not 
committing a crime (like 
driving while intoxicated), 
and (4) you have not been 
designated a member of a 
criminal street gang.

For more than you probably 
want to know, you may 
download TEXAS LICENSE 
TO CARRY A HANDGUN 
STATUTE & SELECTED 
LAWS at https://www.dps.

texas.gov/InternetForms/
Forms/LTC-16.pdf

Question:
Am I not allowed to have 
a handgun in my car in 
the parking lot of a 51% 
establishment? I thought the 
51% law only applied to the 
building but the sheriff says it 
includes the “premises” which 
includes the parking lot. Are 
we in the same situation as a 
post office here? Paul W.

Answer: 

First, I’m not a lawyer.

The 51% rule is in Penal Code 
46.03, and the definition of 
“premises” for that section, 
found in PC 46.035(f)(3), 
excludes the parking lot.

However, this conflicts with 
the definition of “licensed 
premises” in the Alcoholic 
Beverage Code, which could 
raise legal issues beyond my 
expertise.

I would hesitate to argue 
with a county sheriff about 

QA& with Larry Arnold

https://www.dps.texas.gov/InternetForms/Forms/LTC-16.pdf
https://www.dps.texas.gov/InternetForms/Forms/LTC-16.pdf
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this unless I had legal 
representation.

Question:

I am a Texas judge and I hold 
a LTC with a Judge/Prosecutor 
designation on the face of the 
license. Your site says that I am 
permitted to carry my weapon 
“almost” anywhere. I would 
like to know where I am not 
permitted to carry, with the 
exception of penal institutions 
which is obvious. Specifically, 
am I permitted to carry in 
church even when notice under 
30.06 and 30.07 has been 
issued? Thanks. Mike W.

Answer: 
First off, I’m not a lawyer, so 
I’m telling you what DPS told 
me to teach.

Penal Code Sec. 46.15. 
NONAPPLICABILITY says 
that:
(a) Sections 46.02 and 46.03 do 
not apply to:
(4) an active judicial officer as 
defined by Section 411.201, 
Government Code, who is 
licensed to carry a handgun 
under Subchapter H, Chapter 
411, Government Code;

Sec. 46.02. UNLAWFUL 
CARRYING WEAPONS is 
the general prohibition against 
carrying a handgun in public 
without a license.

Sec. 46.03. PLACES 
WEAPONS PROHIBITED 
lists places where possession 
of any firearm or location-
restricted knife is prohibited, 
regardless of whether you are 
licensed (one of which is your 
courtroom).

So a Judicial Officer can carry 
in those locations.

However, there is no such 
exclusion in Penal Code 
Sec. 30.06. TRESPASS BY 
LICENSE HOLDER WITH A 
CONCEALED HANDGUN 
or Sec. 30.07. TRESPASS BY 
LICENSE HOLDER WITH 
AN OPENLY CARRIED 
HANDGUN. So as far as I can 
see it would not be lawful for a 
Judicial Officer, carrying under 
the authority of a license to 
carry, to carry concealed past a 
30.06 sign or carry openly past 
a 30.07 sign, whether it be at a 
church or other private venue.

I hope that answers your 
question

Larry Arnold is a longtime firearm and LTC Instructor. He also serves as TxHGA’s Legislative Director and Public Information 
Officer.  Each quarter Larry provides us with answers to the most interesting questions submitted to our office.

“Personally, I carry a gun because I’m too young to die and too old to 
take an ass whoopin’.”

https://www.kangaroocarry.com/
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Top 5 Small Auto Pistols
By Jay Chambers

It’s been a little over ten years now since the subcompact semi-automatic .380 ACP hit the market 
and its popularity grew like wildfire. It was lightweight and small enough for pocketing. As more and 
more states allowed concealed carry, it flew off the shelves even faster.

And its sales weren’t limited, either. Women and first-time gun owners were in love. It was less 
intimidating for a beginner, but it was still sufficient as a defensive option. The affordable price tag 
helped, too.

As other manufacturers took notice of its success, they hopped aboard and began producing their 
own. Pretty soon, the market was flooded with pocket-sized pistols, including more .380 ACPs and 
some subcompact 9mms.

This list includes some of the smallest and most lightweight semi-automatic pistols you can buy, 
while still taking into account comfort while concealing. While they vary in price and quality, you’ll be 
able to determine which fits your needs.

Some are fantastic guns you’ll want to carry all the time while others may serve more as your 
backup. They have polymer frames, helping them stay lightweight, and they come in smaller 
calibers, because they’re better at keeping the overall size of the pistol small.

Whether you want something that’s lightweight, easy to conceal, or to fit small hands, a small auto 
pistol may be just what you need. There are plenty of compact auto and semi-automatic pistols on 
the market from which to choose, but here are some of the best.

Springfield Hellcat

This pistol was a long time coming, with plenty of time and resources dedicated to its development. 
The end result is one of the best everyday carry guns available today. The signature Adaptive Grip 
Texture makes it easy and comfortable to shoot while the high-visibility sights improve aiming and 
accuracy.

It’s a 9mm and holds 11+1 rounds, making it the only micro-compact 9mm in the world with such 
capacity.

It has a polymer frame and 3-inch barrel. The overall length 
is 6 inches, the overall width is 1 inch, and it weighs just 
18.3 ounces empty.
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SIG P365

With a 10-round capacity, this SIG Sauer micro-compact pistol features X-RAY3 sights and it weighs 
a mere 17.8 ounces empty. It’s lighter and smaller than the Hellcat. While it doesn’t quite have the 
capacity of the Hellcat, it achieves its high capacity by using a double-stack magazine.

It was designed as a high-capacity gun for everyday carry. With a 3.1-inch barrel but an overall length 
of just 5.8 inches, you’ll likely experience improved accuracy. The 4.1-inch overall height means you 
might just have room for your pinky, too.

Glock 42

Glock has been a pistol of frequent mention in pop culture over the past few decades. While you may 
not be impressed with its novelty, it has more to add to the concealed carry game than you might 
think.

This everyday carry option has a micro-compact profile holding 6 rounds of .380 ACP. The barrel is a 
whopping 3.25 inches long while still keeping the overall length at 5.9 inches.

The overall width is a shocking 0.98 inches, making it one of the thinnest ultra-compact pistols ever. It 
weighs only 12.2 ounces empty. It’s the perfect platform when you’re on the go.

The white dot front sight and white outline rear sight could be better, but you can’t have everything all 
the time. They help keep the overall size small, enabling it to be one of the most pocket-worthy auto 
pistols out there.
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Ruger LCP II

After the initial success of the Ruger LCP, Ruger went back to the drawing board. However, they 
didn’t scrap everything. They started with what worked, and then made it even better. If better 
means small, that is.
This .380 ACP is the perfect choice for someone who is mainly interested in something that is 
tiny. With an overall height of 3.71 inches and an overall length of just 5.17 inches, it’s one of the 
smallest micro compact pistols on the market.

The capacity is only 6 rounds, but the overall width is only 0.75. It’s even thinner than the Glock 42. 
Integral sights improve accuracy while the 10.6-ounce weight means you’ll hardly even notice it’s 
there.

The glass-filled nylon frame is a far cry from the high-quality polymer frame you’ll enjoy in some of 
the other pistols on our list, but hey, you still can’t have everything.

Taurus G2C

One of the best things about Taurus is that they produce high-quality, durable, and reliable pistols at 
an affordable price. You don’t have to pay top dollar for something you know you can count on.

This 9mm has a 12-round capacity, which is a lot more than other competitors, but you’ll sacrifice on 
size just a bit. The overall width is 1.2 inches, the overall height is 5.1 inches, and the overall length 
is 6.2 inches.

It also weighs quite a bit more, at 22 ounces empty. However, many people still want their compact 
pistols to feel more substantial in their hand, and the Taurus fits this bill nicely for those who need 
more grip.
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These 5 small auto pistols are some of the best. They offer an almost ideal combination of sizes, 
features, reliability, and price.

But don’t make the mistake of thinking they’re the only ones. There are plenty of other subcompact 
pistols on the market, made by other quality manufacturers. Each has its own set of benefits that 
may suit your needs.

There’s no one size fits all solution when it comes to pistols, but this list of the contenders for the top 
5 should get you started down the right path.

A special THANK YOU to Mr. Bobby Clakley.
Most of you know that Bobby Clakley served in the Navy.  If you 
don’t, wait a minute and he’ll tell you!
Seriously, there are two words for Bobby’s service to this organization:  
YEOMAN’S WORK:  which the dictionary defines as: “very 
good, hard, and valuable work that someone does especially to 
support a cause, to help a team, or, an allusion to stouthearted, 
dutiful labor performed by a yeoman.”  THAT is Bobby Clakley to a 
TEE. 
Most recently Mr. Clakley was the President of the Texas Handgun 
Association. He worked countless hours and drove thousands of miles 
in service to this Association.  Through his leadership we have seen 
many significant improvements to the Association.  The Association 
is now a 501c4 Non-Profit Corporation through Bobby’s efforts and 
guidance.  Bobby was instrumental in forming the Finance Committee 

to give the Association a much better picture of our financial health. Bobby was THE driving factor behind 
several very successful annual training conferences. 
Bobby Clakley served as the President of the Association from 2014 until 2020.  Bobby served for a short 
time as the Vice President in early 2014.  From 2012 to 2014 he served as the Recording Secretary.  He 
continues to serve as a Director, and Education and Training Officer.  
Bobby joined the Texas Handgun Association in 2010.
As the President, and on behalf of the Board of Directors, please join me in saying JOB WELL DONE 
to Mr. Clakley.  We appreciate your selfless service, dedication, and commitment to the Texas Handgun 
Association.    
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The Importance of Regularly Cleaning Your Handgun
By Trent Nolan

 

Owning a firearm is a great way to protect yourself if your life is in danger. However, it is important to 
understand that a handgun must be treated with respect, or you might endanger your own life or someone 
else's. With that in mind, we would like to explain the importance of regularly cleaning your handgun. By not 
doing so, you are exhibiting irresponsible behavior and endangering people around you, yourself included.

The number one reason why you should clean your handgun regularly is to detect any malfunctions. 
Handguns are delicate machines, and they have a lot of small, moving parts. The condition of these parts will 
determine how well the gun performs.

If you do not clean it regularly, you will not be able to spot small cracks, dents, and metal burrs that may 
make the handgun unusable. Believe it or not, but there is a greater chance that a dirty handgun will fail to 
fire or cycle properly. In a life or death situation, that is most definitely a reason for worry.

Weapons can last through generations. There are so many old handguns and rifles that are priced high because 
they have been well maintained and are in near-mint condition and still operational.

By following best practices for cleaning and storing a handgun, you are securing its longevity, as well as 
saving money. Handguns are not cheap, and if you do not clean yours on a regular basis, you might end up 
having to replace it.

Understand that accuracy and reliability of a handgun are two of its most important features. Dirty handguns 
may lose precision, and you cannot rely on them to save your life when needed.

You should know that copper can easily build up in the barrel, and affect the precision of your shot. 
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Furthermore, rust is cancer to guns. Make sure to remove it with care and in a timely manner!

Besides making sure that your piece is precise, reliable, and operates without malfunction, cleaning your 
handgun regularly allows you to learn how its mechanism operates.

You will learn how to quickly disassemble and re-assemble the gun, and understand how it cycles and fires. 
When you dismantle all the parts, you will see what is connected to what, and how everything fits together.
And believe us, this knowledge is not just for show. When you are at the shooting range, it may happen that 
your gun will not fire for some reason. If you don't know how it functions, you will not be able to determine 
what caused the malfunction. However, if you spent enough time cleaning it and understanding its 
mechanics, you will be able to quickly diagnose the problem.

Believe it or not, you can damage your handgun if you are not following the proper maintenance procedure. 
When it comes to lubricating the gun, you can easily make a mistake and put too much lubricant. That can 
cause light primer strikes, and failure to fire.

You can easily identify if there is any grime buildup on any part of the gun. That is usually due to over 
lubrication.

In order to help you clean your gun properly, here are some tips you can use.

First, before cleaning the gun, make sure to remove all the ammunition, not only from the firearm, but also 
from the room where the cleaning will take place.

Make sure you have enough light when cleaning your gun. Disassembling it in the dark can lead to losing a 
part, or even damaging the gun. 

Prepare all the cleaning supplies, like old rags or T-Shirts, Q-tips, toothbrushes, etc. Do not forget it is 
important to also have a proper cleaning kit that contains patches, a chamber brush, cleaning solvent, 
lubricant, punch rods, etc. If you can find a bore snake tool, that can also be useful.

Furthermore, learn what parts of the gun require cleaning. If you have a semi-automatic, you must take 
care of the chamber, feed ramp, side and slide rails, trigger mechanism, and magazines. If you have a revolver, 
the cleaning process is much easier. You just have to take care of the chamber, the barrel, and the cylinder. 
One of the best tips that experts recommend is to clean the barrel in the same direction as the bullet trajectory 
whenever possible. 

After the cleaning is done, it is important to perform a function check, so you are sure you assembled it 
correctly and that all safeties are functioning properly.
Following the guidelines allows you the opportunity to protect yourself and your loved ones!

About the Author: Trent Nolan is a freelance writer with a passion for firearms of all kinds. He 
frequents his local shooting range, but also enjoys a good mystery novel. In the future, he hopes to bring 
together his interest in firearms with his love of writing.



Help support TxHGA by joining NRA 
or renewing your membership at 

https://membership.nrahq.org/forms/signup.
asp?campaignid=XC031911
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The association is saddened 
to learn of the passing of 
longtime member(s):

Dr. Bill E. Sanders, July 2019

Salvator Musachia, October 2019

(s)

License to Carry Range/Safety Rules Card

$10 Each

  

One side contains the License to Carry course of fire. Use a dry erase/whiteboard marker, not 
included, to check off the boxes. The other side contains ten (10) Range Safety Rules. Polystyrene 

construction. 8.5" Wide x 5.5" Tall. Weight 3 oz.

To order go to http://shop.txcha.org/product-p/range_safety_card.htm

membership.nrahq.org/forms/signup.asp?campaignid=XC031911
mailto:sjonmoss@sbcglobal.net
http://shop.txcha.org/product-p/range_safety_card.htm
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Don’t believe everything you hear or read, 
especially from social media sources

Misinformation regarding the wearing of masks with a weapon and carrying without a license during 
a disaster has been floating around since COVID-19 came into our lives. The following two issues 
have been addressed by the Texas State Law Library and can be found in their Frequently Asked 
Legal Questions webpage [https://faq.sll.texas.gov/]. Below are the direct excerpts:

“Can I carry a weapon while wearing a mask?

Many people who have contacted our library with this question are under the impression that it is 
illegal to carry a handgun while wearing a mask in Texas. However, our librarians have not been 
able to locate any state laws that explicitly prohibit the wearing of a mask while lawfully carrying a 
firearm.

In fact, we have not been able to locate any state laws currently in effect that address the wearing 
of masks in general. Texas previously had anti-mask laws, but these were repealed in 1974 and are 
not currently in effect.” [Source: https://faq.sll.texas.gov/questions/42558]

“Can you carry a handgun without a license during a disaster in 
Texas?

Generally speaking, if you want to carry a handgun in Texas you must have a license to carry a 
handgun regardless of whether your handgun is carried openly or concealed…

In 2019 the Texas Legislature passed a law that creates an exception to this rule for those who are 
in the process of evacuating from a declared state or local disaster area or those who are returning 
to that area after evacuating. The exception applies for 7 days after the initial disaster declaration is 
issued (unless the governor specifically extends that time period). The law does not apply to those 
who are prohibited by law from possessing a firearm. The law is codified at Section 46.15 of the 
Texas Penal Code.

Section 46.02 of the Texas Penal Code sets out parameters for when the carrying of a handgun is 
unlawful. Subsection (k) of Section 46.15 says that Section 46.02 does not apply to a person who 
carries a handgun if the following 3 conditions are met:

(1) the person carries the handgun while:
(A) evacuating from an area following the declaration of a state of disaster under Section 418.014,

Government Code, or a local state of disaster under Section 418.108, Government Code, with 
respect to that area; or

B) reentering that area following the person's evacuation;
(2) not more than 168 hours have elapsed since the state of disaster or local state of disaster
was declared, or more than 168 hours have elapsed since the time the declaration was made
and the governor has extended the period during which a person may carry a handgun under this
subsection; and
(3) the person is not prohibited by state or federal law from possessing a firearm.”
[Source: https://faq.sll.texas.gov/questions/42610]

https://faq.sll.texas.gov/questions/42558
https://faq.sll.texas.gov/questions/42610
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TxHGA Store 

 

Please fill out and mail to the Texas Handgun Association, P.O. Box 161713, Austin, TX 78716-1713, along 
with your check or credit card information. For faster service, call (866) 516-5117 or order directly from our 
e-store at shop.txcha.org. Other merchandise, such as hats and shirts, are available through the online 
apparel store at txcha.qbstores.com. 
 

CLASSROOM AIDS  
Sign set (TABC 51% Eng. & Span., 30.06/30.07 Eng. & Span., TABC Felony Notice) $20  Qty  Price $   
TxHGA Standardized LTC Student Workbook (8 ½ x 11, spiral bound) 
Quantity Pricing: 50+ copies, $6 each♦10-49, $8 each♦1-9, $12 each  Qty  Price $   
TxHGA Standardized LTC PowerPoint (Current Edition) CD/DVD version 
The definitive lesson plan for license to carry, companion to the workbook listed above. $35 Qty  Price $   
Traveler’s Guide to the Firearms Laws of the Fifty States (Current Edition) 
by J. Scott Kappas $15         Qty  Price $   
Instructor LTC Range/Safety Card (LTC Course of Fire/Range Safety Rules Card, Qty  Price $   
Polystyrene Construction, 8 ½ x 5 ½, Dry-erase marker friendly) $10 

Logo Merchandise 
TxHGA Window Decal (3” Round, exterior) $1     Qty  Price $   
TxHGA Patch (3” Round, embroidered) $5      Qty  Price $   
TxHGA Instructor Patch (3.4” tall X 3” wide, round plus rocker, embroidered) $5  Qty  Price $   
TxHGA Life Member Patch (4” tall X 3” wide, round plus rockers, embroidered) $5 Qty  Price $   
TxHGA Life Member Padfolio (13-1/2” H x 1-1/2” W x 10” L, Dark Blue Durahyde) $25 Qty  Price $   
TCHA Challenge Coin (solid brass, shiny gold finish, enamel paint & wave edging, 1.5" 

diameter, 3.5MM thick) Bears the TCHA logo on the front, founding direction on the back $15 Qty  Price $   
TCHA Lapel Pin (3/4”, Full silk screen pin w/clear epoxy dome & military clutch backing) 

Bears the original TCHA logo $6        Qty  Price $   
 

Shipping: 
Less than $10.00 = .55¢ 
$10.00 - $19.00 = $7.00 
$20.00 - $49.99 = $10.00 
$50.00 - $74.99 = $13.00 
$75.00 - $99.99 = $17.00 
$100.00 - $299.00 = $21.00 

$300.00 - $399.00 = $30.00 
$400.00 - $499.00 = $35.00 
$500.00 - $599.00 = $45.00 
$600.00 - $699.00 = $55.00 
$700.00 - $799.00 = $65.00 
$800.00 & over = $75.00 

Shipping $___________ 

Subtotal $___________ 

*Sales TAX @ 8.25% $__________ 

Total $___________ 
*Sales tax includes a tax on shipping per the Texas Comptroller 

 

Name:                

Mailing Address:     City:    St.  Zip:   

Phone:      E-Mail Address:        

Card Number:       Exp. Date:   CVV#    

TMTM

https://txcha.qbstores.com/
https://shop.txcha.org/
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TEXAS HANDGUN ASSOCIATION 
PO Box 161713, Austin, TX 78716-1713  (866) 516-5117 

Membership Application or Renewal 
(For information on membership benefits, please go to http://txhga.org/membership/) 

www.txhga.org 

**Membership dues payable to the Texas Handgun Association (TxHGA) are not tax deductible for federal income tax purposes** 
TxHGA Use Only  (Revised 8/27/19)

Date Pymt Processed: New  Renewal  Current Expiration (MM/YY): 
Date Submitted to Acct: # New Expiration (MM/YY): 

Name  

Street Address  

City County State Zip Code 

Mailing Address (if different) 

Home Phone  Business Phone 

Cell Phone E-Mail

Membership Category:  [Mark (X) By All That Apply] 

 Texas License to Carry (LTC) Instructor #

 Texas License to Carry (LTC) Permit Holder #

 Out-of-State Concealed Handgun License Instructor or Permit Holder #

 Active or Retired Law Enforcement Officer  Concerned Citizen  Current Member #

I want to join as:   Annual Membership (New Member or Renewal) $30  3-yr Membership (New Member or Renewal) $80 

 Life Membership $600  Senior Life Membership (65+ yrs) $300

 Military Annual Membership (New Member or Renewal) $25  3-yr Military Membership (New Member or Renewal) $75 

 Military Life Membership $500

Payment Options:  Cash  Check or Money Order  Credit Card (complete the following)

Card Number Expiration Date (mm/yy) CVV Code 

Referred to the association by: 

As a member of the Texas Handgun Association, I will 
1) Promote informed responsible handgun safety, ownership and education, 

2) Uphold the Federal and Texas Constitutional rights and privileges of every law-abiding person to own, possess and use firearms,
and 

3) Support the Texas Handgun Association's legislative and regulatory advocacy mission.

Signature Date 

TM

TM



Help the Association Save Money...Check your membership expiration date and 
RENEW your membership NOW!

To keep updated on Texas reciprocity, check DPS website at:
http://www.dps.texas.gov/RSD/LTC/Legal/Reciprocity/index.htm

or Texas Handgun Association’s website at: 
http://txhga.org/texas-ltc-information/texas-ltc-reciprocity/

Your Membership Expires:

Call 855-478-6607
www.texaslawshield.com

Check out our new Facebook page and friend us for all updates.

TMTM

Texas Handgun Association
P.O. Box 161713
Austin, TX 78716
www.txhga.org


