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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
by Wallace Dunn, Director

Reporting from a secure bunker somewhere in West Texas…  

“THESE are the times that try men’s souls.” -- Thomas Paine

Are you ready to wake up on November 4th to a Texas House of Representatives with 
a Democrat majority? If not, you BETTER make sure you go vote and get all of your 
friends to go vote. 

The Democrats are using the same strategy in Texas they successfully used in 
Virginia. They poured money into the State and focused on taking over the STATE 
Government.  It worked in Virginia. Knowing that every major City in Texas voted 
for Hillary in 2016 they are now trying the same strategy in Texas. We KNOW the 
anti-gun groups, well financed by Bloomberg and Soros, are pouring money into the 
Texas House positions in the big cities like Dallas, Houston, Austin, San Antonio, 
Fort Worth, and El Paso. 

Corona Virus.  ARE WE DONE YET? (to paraphrase my kids)  We are still seeing 
draconian measures taken by Texas Governor Abbott to combat the spread of the 
virus. Many small business owners are suffering greatly. Many State Legislators have 
called on the Governor for a special session to address the actions of the Governor. 

Who would have ever thought we’d see some of the madness and craziness that is 
going on today?  People are really on edge right now. With the Corona Virus, riots, 
BLM, Antifa, and then on top of all that, we have the elections coming up. 

Who would have thought just the mere mention of the name of the President of the 
United States would cause physical attacks? 

We wake up to daily news of rioting, burning, and looting of Cities across the country. 
In Portland, OR they are now approaching FOUR straight months of “peaceful 
protests.”

As we head into the election season of November, 2020 I can only expect that things 
can and will get worse. At this point I don’t think it matters too much who wins in 
November, we will see riots and protests across the country.  

My best advice:  

“Put your trust in God, my boys, and keep your powder dry!” -- Oliver Cromwell



5www.txhga.org

Announcement from the Editor
I hope that by now, everyone has noticed a difference in the Texas Handgun Journal. A number of 
changes have taken place over the past 18 months or so. Some of things you may have taken note 
of include color photographs and more photographs, original content rather than just republishing 
articles that have already appeared in other sources, and recurring features, including book reviews, 
shooting drills, and product reviews.

We want our Journal to be a publication that each member looks forward to receiving. Progress has 
been made, but there is still much work to be done. We need our members to contribute their own 
original articles for publication in The Texas Handgun Journal. The goal is to make this YOUR 
Journal and the best way to accomplish that is through the active support by our members through 
their own articles. The Texas Handgun Association has a wealth of experience among our members. 
This knowledge needs to be shared with all our members.

I am requesting two things from our members. First, get involved. Write and submit an article on 
something that you feel would benefit the membership as a whole. Encourage your non-member 
friends to submit original material (and also encourage them to join). We all know non-members 
with experience and expertise that needs to be shared.

Second, we need your guidance and feedback. Send us an email and tell us what you like, what you 
don’t like and what you would like to see that we are currently not including. The only way to make 
our Journal the best it can be is for you, our membership, to get involved. Together, we can make our 
great organization even better.

David Kidder, Editor

TxHGA Corporate Members
Guardian Options, Inc., 3404 W. Illinois Ave., Ste 108, Midland, TX, 79703. www.guardianpiinc.com, 
432-631-3682

Texas Law Shield, 1020 Bay Area Blvd # 220, Houston, TX 77058.
www.texaslawshield.com, 855-478-6607

Texas CHL-LTC Training, LLC, Richmond, TX. info@TexasCHL-LTCtraining.com,
www.texaschl-ltctraining.com, 281-615-2545

Bronze Star Shooting, Weatherford, TX. top@bronzestarshooting.com,
http://www.bronzestarshooting.com, http://facebook.com/bronzestarshooting, 580-291-9452

Primary Safety & Health, LLC, Midland, TX. info@primarysafetyhealth.com, 
https://www.primarysafetyhealth.com/, 432-618-8947

Blue Knight Defense Solutions, PO Box 60422, San Angelo, TX 76901-0422. blueknightdefense@yahoo.com, 
https://www.facebook.com/blueknightdefense/, 325-374-3255

Smokin Chief Firearms, 145 E. Dawson St., Slaton, TX 79364-3546. smokinchieffirearms@outlook.com, 
https://www.smokinchieffirearms.com/, 806-329-8107

For more information on corporate membership, please visit http://txhga.org/membership/ or 
call 866-516-5117.
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Record Gun Sales.................................................By Larry Arnold

  Gun sales are setting new records month after month. It turns out a lot of those sales are to people who 
never before thought they needed a gun. These folks are, for the first time, finding out about Form-4473 and 
the NICS check. In some states they are discovering the common-sense licensing laws they may have voted 
for, and bureaucratic stalling, make it impossible to take home a firearm in any reasonable time. At least here in 
Texas we only have to worry about NICS.

But where does that leave us, as experienced gun-owners?

 I got “that call” a month ago. “I have this new gun. I need to know what to do with it.” So we agreed on a 
time, and I met “Jane” at the range.
   
 When we arrived, she told me that she has some vision problems. Jane said she had already had a lesson 
with another instructor but he “moved away or something” so she couldn’t go back to him. He told her that 
because of her vision, she should forget about a license to carry, as she could never pass the practical.
   
 I refrained from telling her what I thought about her former instructor, and instead asked for more 
information about her vision. It turns out her right eye is compromised, so she can’t see the sights very well.
     
 We learned about the safety rules, and how her semiauto functions. We went through the Five 
Fundamentals, stance, sighting, breath control, trigger squeeze, and follow-through. As we practiced sighting, 
she struggled.
     
 I asked how well she could see through her left eye, and suggested she use it for aiming. She asked, “I can 
do that?”
    
      “Sure. Just hold your gun a bit left.”

       “Okay.”

 Then she started shooting. Jane said it was a lot easier left-eyed, but she was still scattering shots, with a 
bad flinch. After we worked for a while, she said, “Well, that’s better than I was doing.”
     
 We took a break, and I told her the biggest secret to buying a new firearm: For the same caliber, the lighter 
a gun is, the harder it will kick. Someone had convinced her to purchase a very good carry gun, a small, 
lightweight 9mm, and it was beating on her. I pulled out my Ruger Mk-IV, and her groups “miraculously” 
shrank from 18 inches to six.
     
 I told her I didn’t see any reason why she should be afraid of the LTC practical. She signed up for my next 
class, and shot a 236 with her .22 revolver. She also has a heavier 9mm she likes to shoot, and will be carrying. 
Jane said, “You know, shooting is fun!”
   

So where does that leave you, as an experienced gun-owner?

 When you get “that call,” either take the new gun-owner to the range yourself, or put them in contact with 
a good instructor. When you get students who are physically challenged, work with them. Be innovative. There 
isn’t “one right way” that fits every shooter. And remember “the biggest secret to buying a new firearm.”

 How is that a secret? Yes, we all know that a lighter gun kicks harder, but I’ve seen folks who are buying 
their first gun at the counter saying, “It’s small, it’s light, it’ll be easy to shoot.” There are other “secrets” we 
forget to cover, like, “You can buy extra magazines for your semiauto,” and “Your handgun will shoot a mile 
and a quarter.” Remind yourself you are teaching a new shooter.
    
      Most of all, don’t forget it’s fun.
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PRODUCT REVIEW
ZETA 6 Speed Loaders

By David Kidder

Every one of our readers would probably agree that the first rule of gun fighting would be, “Have 
a gun.” In my humble opinion, the second rule of gun fighting would be, “Have spare ammunition.” 
Sheriff Jim Wilson, a man much more experienced than me in guns and self-defense and one  I 
consider to be a friend, has stated repeatedly that you should carry one full reload for your EDC 
firearm. This is not in anticipation of a protracted gun battle where you are facing a gang of hardcore 
MS-13 gangbangers where dozens of rounds are fired. The spare ammo advice merely relates to the 
fact that life happens.

Revolvers for self-defense carry are enjoying something of a revival. When you are limited to 
between 5 and 8 rounds in the firearm, having the ability to reload becomes something of a given. 
Some of these reloading methods are slower, such as loading loose rounds from a pocket or a dump 
pouch. Loading from belt loops is only a little faster. That leaves us with speed loaders and speed 
strips. Speed loaders require manual dexterity and are mechanical devices which can fail. Speed 
strip loaders of the past have been less than ideal for the task. Enter Zeta 6 and a better, improved 
take on the speed strips.

Zeta 6 is run by Michael Lyle, a manufacturing engineer who is never satisfied completely and is 
constantly looking to innovate and improve. His Atlanta, Georgia based business has been producing 
speed loading devices for a couple of years now. I recently had the opportunity to test three of their 
products, and to say I was surprised with my results would be an understatement.

I carry a revolver daily. In order to have a reload available, I have tried several speed strip products 
over the years, including the Bianchi Speed Strip and the Tuff Products Quickstrip. Although both 
worked to varying degrees of success, I found problems including being extremely stiff resulting in 
difficulty loading rounds in the strips, a tendency for rounds to be dislodged when carried in a front 
pants pocket and yet, difficulty getting the rounds to release from the strips due to their degree of 
stiffness. I never was comfortable enough to use them on a daily basis.

When I first discovered Zeta 6, I was intrigued with their J-Clip design. The J-clip holds five rounds 
in a pentagon shaped polymer device that has a tab at the base. The J-clip is designed for the J 
Frame Smith & Wesson revolvers and it holds the 5 rounds so that they align and fit deeply into the 
cylinder. Once all 5 rounds are seated, just lift up on the tab to release the rounds into the cylinder. 
It is basically a non-mechanical speed loader. All five rounds release into the cylinder with the one 
lifting motion.

I found the J-Clip to be pliable enough to facilitate easy loading of the rounds into the loader. Due 
to this pliable nature of the material and also the octagonal shape of the loader, my main concern 
was whether or not the rounds would stay in the loader during pocket carry. I needn’t have worried 
as the loaders retained their rounds while carried in loose fitting pockets as well as tighter fitting 
jean pockets. The rounds stayed put, yet always instantly released when loading a cylinder. I even 
put them through a drop/throw test where I repeatedly dropped them from waist height as well as 
tossing them onto hard surfaces some distance away. Throughout these tests, I never experienced a 
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round being dislodged. The design also allows pocket carry without unnecessary bulk and is entirely 
comfortable for all day pocket carry.

The next loader I tested was the J-Strip. At first glance, the loader appears to be nothing more than 
a standard speed strip. Closer inspection reveals that the J-Strip is a 5 round loader with the rounds 
spaced in a 2-2-1 configuration with the tab positioned after the one single round. There is a slight 
space between the first two rounds and the second two, as well as another space before the last 
round. This design allows the J Framed revolver to be loaded with 2 rounds at a time with the single 
round loaded last. Many revolver aficionados subscribe to only reloading 4 rounds to save time and 
the J-Strip allows this option if desired. The J-Strip passed all testing for retaining all rounds while 
being carried, dropped or thrown, yet released the rounds easily into the cylinder.

The final loader tested was the K-Pak. This is designed for the 6 round, K Framed Smith & Wesson 
revolvers. It resembles a slightly wider and shorter speed strip. The six rounds are held in offset from 
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each other. When viewed from above, the first three rounds form a semicircle and the second three 
rounds form another semicircle facing opposite from the first three rounds. This design allows the 
first three rounds to be loaded simultaneously into the cylinder followed by the second three rounds 
also being loaded together without having to rotate the cylinder. Although the process takes a few 
reps to feel fully comfortable, the process is faster than loading 2+2+2 from a standard speed strip. 
Again bulk was not a problem where concealment was concerned and the K-Pak passed all drop 
and throw testing without losing a single round.

In communicating with Mike Lyle, I have found him to be very approachable, eager to answer 
customer questions, and committed to constantly seeking to improve his designs. He indicates to me 
more gun models will be coming available shortly, but has sworn me to secrecy as to details. Zeta 
6 speed loaders changed my opinion of speed strip style loaders. They now travel regularly in my 
pocket as I go about my day. I recommend them as a great way to carry that extra ammunition we all 
should be carrying.

Help support TxHGA by joining NRA 
or renewing your membership at 

https://membership.nrahq.org/forms/signup.
asp?campaignid=XC031911

https://membership.nra.org/recruiters/join/XC031911
mailto:sjonmoss@sbcglobal.net
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Four Piece Sign Set
$100 Each

http://shop.txcha.org/product-p/sign_set_four-pack.htm
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Members, 

For those of you who have email accounts, part of your membership benefits is to receive “The Weekly 
Shot” e-newsletter every Thursday and the “Texas Handgun Journal” on a quarterly basis. If you are 
not receiving these two publications, please check your Spam or Junk file. It may also help to add these 
two email addresses to your contact list: info@txcha.org and journal@txcha.org. If you still are not 
receiving either publication, please call 866-516-5117.

TxHGA Membership has its perks:

Check out http://txhga.org/merchandise/vender-
discounts/ for more membership perks!

Environmentally safe, lightweight, durable targets. Use 
promo code TCHA2015 for a 17% discount and free 
shipping for orders over $50.00. Go to https://target-
factory.com/ for more information.

The association is saddened 
to learn of the passing of 
longtime member(s):

James C. Barrett, Jr., June 2020

Instructor LTC Range/Safety Rules Card
$10.00 each

  One side contains the License to Carry course of fire. Use a dry erase/
whiteboard marker, not included, to check off the boxes. The other side 

contains ten (10) Range Safety Rules. Polystyrene construction. 8.5" Wide x 
5.5" Tall. Weight 3 oz.

To order go to http://shop.txcha.org/product-p/range_safety_card.htm

“Personally, I carry a gun because I’m too young to die and too old to 
take an ass whoopin’.”

https://www.kangaroocarry.com/
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Don’t be Stupid
By David Kidder, TxHGA Director

Use of Force and Use of Deadly Force can often be confusing to the individual who is just getting their 
Texas LTC. An action that constitutes Use of Force in one situation could be considered Use of Deadly 
Force in a different situation. It must be remembered that it is not just the act that determines the level 
of force, but also the circumstances including location and intent.

This may become problematic when we throw in the question of whether we are using Deadly Force to 
protect lives versus using it to protect property. Reading Chapter 9 of the Texas Penal Code sections on 
the use of Deadly Force is confusing to many. One caveat of every LTC class I teach is to preface the use 
of Deadly Force to Protect Property section by stating that as their LTC Instructor, it is my opinion that 
it is never a good time to use Deadly Force when there is no associated direct and articulable threat to 
life. 

I call it my “Where’s the threat?” rule. If you cannot articulate a direct threat to life, Deadly Force is 
a bad idea. If you can articulate a direct threat to life, then Deadly Force may be the answer. I say may 
because we must make a distinction between being legal to shoot and being necessary to shoot. One is 
determined in great part by the attackers Motive, Method and Opportunity. The second is determined 
by whether you have exhausted all other means prior to being forced to use Deadly Force.

I explain the differences in defense of life versus defense of property to my classes by using two 
scenarios. In the first scenario, it is 2 am and you are home alone and sound asleep. You are awakened 
by the sound of breaking glass in the other end of your home followed by the sound of footsteps coming 
down the hallway toward the room where you are. 

What emotion do you feel? Among the ladies, the answer is always fear. Most of the guys (the truthful 
ones, at least) also say fear. There may be one or two lunkheads who won’t say fear, but I explain to the 
class that it is just ego getting in the way of intellect for them. Ego is a dumb reason to be injured, sued, 
arrested, or killed in my estimation.

The next question I ask is whether anyone in class has ever been really scared. This pretty much gets 
a universal “Yes” answer. I then explain that fear is a survival mechanism that triggers the fight or 
flight response in humans. It makes us stronger, faster, more pain resistant, and even less susceptible to 
heavy blood loss if injured. This sure sounds like survival to me and that makes fear a pretty good (and 
intelligent) response.

The next scenario presented involves being sound asleep at 2 am when you are awakened by a noise 
outside. When you get out of bed and look outside, you see some people trying to steal your car out of 
your driveway. 

What emotion do you feel? The universal answer from the classes is anger. I then follow up by asking if 
any of them have ever been angry. And, of course, everyone has. I ask if they have ever done anything 
that they later regretted while angry.  Everyone has. I ask if anyone has ever done anything they had to 
apologize for while angry. Everyone still has. It is then pointed out that anger makes you stupid. Stupid 
does not seem to be a particularly good reference point when deciding whether or not Deadly Force is 
reasonable and necessary under the circumstances.

12
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My final question to these classes is why they would ever want to use Deadly Force while angry as there 
is no amount of regret or apology that negates shooting someone. Fear is a survival response when we 
perceive a threat to life. Anger is the stupid response experienced when we perceive a threat to property. 

If you are still doubtful of my logic, get on YouTube and listen to the Joe Horn 911 call. You can hear the 
anger building, but then immediately after the shooting, he gets back on the phone and fear has replaced 
his anger. You can plainly hear it on the 911 recording.

The bottom line is that we should be smart when making the decision to use Deadly Force. That means 
being able to articulate an imminent threat to life. This is so much easier to justify to the authorities. If 
your response to why you shot was because you were mad, you may have a much harder time justifying 
your actions once the stupidity caused by anger subsides. Be smart.

13

“The greatest weapon is you...” 

Blue Knight Defense Solutions, located in San Angelo, Texas, is your solution to help keep you 
and your family safe offering:
 
• License to Carry classes
• Group self-defense classes
• Firearms safety and instruction
• Use of Force, Def. Tac, Mechanics of arrest for LEOs
• AND MORE

With over 21 years of combined experience of instruction in reality-based self-defense, firearms, 
and use of force. Coach K is a local Law Enforcement Officer and Instructor sharing his knowledge 
and experience to help keep area citizens safe and prepared. For more information, please contact 
us at blueknightdefense@yahoo.com or go to https://www.facebook.com/blueknightdefense/.
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7 Simple Steps to Successful Self-Defense Shooting
Part 2

By Aaron Marshall, TxHGA Director

Step 2: 
Get a gun. What’s the first rule of a gunfight? Bring a gun! Much of the rest of this guide is academic if you 
are without a firearm, so if you don’t have a gun already, you’ll want to get one as soon as possible. Even if 
you already own a firearm, you should ensure that it is really the best choice for you regarding your personal 
protection. If you find that your current choice of self-defense weapon doesn’t meet the criteria we’ll discuss in 
this section, it may be time to discuss a trade with your local gun seller.

Most people choose a handgun because of the portability and convenience. The downside to a handgun is 
they are woefully under-powered when compared to a shotgun or rifle. Long guns also make it easier to hit 
your target. There’s an old saying that the purpose of the handgun is to fight your way back to your long gun. 
However, since it’s rather impractical (not to mention uncomfortable) to carry a concealed shotgun or rifle, the 
handgun is pretty much a necessity for protection anywhere other than on your own property.

When considering a handgun, first you’ll want to decide: Revolver or semi-automatic? The following table 
gives you some points of comparison between semi-autos and revolvers. Keep in mind that these are general 
points, and there are exceptions with specific models of handguns, but this will give you a general sense of the 
pros and cons.

  Semi-Auto      Revolver
  Higher ammunition capacity     Lower ammunition capacity
  Lighter, easier trigger      Longer, heavier trigger
  Rapid loading and reloading     Time-consuming loads / reloads
  Three types of malfunctions     One type of malfunction
  Uses a slide, requiring practice to operate     Uses a cylinder, which is simple to operate
  Limited selection of calibers     Wide selection of calibers

I recommend a semi-automatic for 95+% of people. Out of the thousands of students I’ve trained, I can count 
on one hand the number who have benefited from switching to a revolver, while dozens have benefited from 
a change to a semi-auto. In my experience, the revolver simply takes more training, practice, and dedication 
to learn to run proficiently. The two most common reasons that people give for believing a revolver is a better 
choice for them is lack of malfunctions, and simplicity of operation. Both of these issues are easily overcome 
with a modest amount of training.

On the other hand, a considerable amount of training and practice is required for most people to learn to 
accurately fire a revolver, given its heavier trigger. Ironically, some people believe that a lack of hand strength 
means they need a revolver, because it will be too difficult to run the slide, only to discover the heavy trigger 
pull requiring (you guessed it) hand and finger strength.  But in truth, it’s easier to learn a technique to run the 
slide than to run the heavy trigger. Unless you have a compelling personal reason why you need a revolver, 
you’re probably better off with a semi-auto.

The next question to address is one of size. Being that many people buy a handgun to carry concealed, they 
naturally gravitate towards a smaller gun.  Likewise, people with small hands, particularly women, think they 
need a small gun. However, very often bigger is better.

14



Small guns are designed to be easy to conceal, not easy to use. The smaller gun comes with a trade-off, which 
is that it holds less ammunition, and is more difficult to operate, shoot accurately, and manage recoil. A larger 
gun has larger controls and more grip surface, making it easier to operate and manage the recoil. In general, you 
should buy the largest gun that you can conceal, given your intended use of the gun. If you plan on keeping the 
gun only at home, a small gun will provide you no benefit over an equivalent larger gun.

This leads into the next point, which is that your gun should fit your hand. Obviously, the gun cannot be so 
big that you can’t get your hands around it. Checking the fit of the gun is fairly simple. Hold the gun in your 
dominant hand, placing your hand as high on the grip as you comfortably can, with the gun forming a generally 
straight line with your forearm, and the trigger finger placed along the frame above the trigger guard.                                                             

With this grip, the gun should feel comfortable in your hand, with a firm grip and good control of the gun. No 
fingers should “dangle” below the bottom of the frame. There should also be no gap between your hand and the 
tang of the gun (that is, the projection at the back of the frame, just below the slide). Then, without moving your 
hand, place the pad of your trigger finger onto the face of the trigger. The trigger finger should comfortably rest 
on the trigger. Move the trigger finger back above the trigger guard. Repeat this a few times. You should be able 
to naturally move the trigger finger between these two positions, without having to adjust your grip. If the gun 
passes these two tests, congratulations. Your gun and hand are a good match.

There are two basic action types for handguns: single action, and double action. Single action means that when 
you press the trigger, one thing happens, which is that the hammer or striker falls, firing the shot. A double 
action gun means that when you press the trigger, two things happen; the hammer or striker is first cocked, then 
dropped. Double action guns will generally have a little bit heavier trigger. Single action guns will have a lighter 
trigger, and often come with a manual safety. 

These days, striker-fired guns are very popular. A Glock and Smith & Wesson M&P are examples of striker-fired 
guns. Whether striker-fired guns are double action or single action depends on who you ask, but in my opinion, 
most striker-fired guns function more like a single action gun than a double action in terms of how the trigger 
operates.

In general, I would advise that you stay away from double action/single action (DA/SA) guns. On these guns, 
the first trigger press is double action, meaning the hammer is cocked and dropped. On subsequent shots, the 
hammer will already be cocked, so the gun functions in single action mode. These guns require you to master 
two different trigger presses. Simplicity is your friend when it comes to defensive shooting.

If you are just getting started, I would recommend a 9MM handgun. It provides adequate ballistic power while 
being affordable, abundant, and having manageable recoil. 40S&W and 45ACP are also good choices for 
defensive rounds, but have the drawbacks of reduced ammo capacity, increased felt recoil, and higher cost.

There are a lot of urban legends out there about 9MM being an inadequate defensive round, but they are just 
that: myths. The FBI did a comprehensive study published in 2013 which found no practical difference between 
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9MM, 40S&W and 45ACP in term of their relative abilities to stop an attacker. There is a reason 9MM is the 
most popular round used by law enforcement.

If you follow the guidelines above, the specific model of handgun you purchase is largely a function of taste and 
budget. Below are a few models that meet the criteria laid out in this section.

First time, every time Regardless of the type of weapon you select, among the most important factors is 
reliability. When your life depends on it, you have to be certain that it will perform for you. The discussion of 
reliability applies not just to the firearm itself, but also the ammunition that you will use for personal protection. 
Naturally, you want to select high-quality ammunition, rather than the budget-grade ammo. However, some 
otherwise-reliable guns and ammo will not work well when paired together.

After deciding on the gun and ammo you will keep for self-defense, take both to the range with you. Fire at 
least 50 rounds of your defensive ammunition through the gun. It should function without a single malfunction. 
If you experience even one malfunction, there is probably an issue with the gun, the ammo, or the combination 
of the two. Try a different combination until you can put 50 rounds without experiencing a single malfunction. 
If you have trouble finding a winning combination, seek the expertise of a competent gunsmith or instructor.

When it comes to accessories, many people go crazy. The truth is, you only need a couple of key accessories. 
Anything more just adds to the weight that you’re carrying, and makes you look like a mall ninja.

Choosing a holster is a significant topic unto itself, so I’ll just make a few broad observations about choosing 
a holster. (And don’t even think of just tucking your handgun into your waistband or pocket and heading 
out the door! A holster is a necessity.) The first question you’ll want to answer is where you’ll be carrying 
your handgun. Choosing a carry location is about finding a balance between accessibility and concealability. 
Obviously, you’ll want your handgun to be easily accessible if you need it, but you must also ensure that it is 
concealed. As a general rule, the more concealed a handgun is, the less accessible it becomes. This reduction in 
accessibility means not only that it will take you longer to present your gun from the holster, but also requires 
additional training and practice to ensure you can do so safely, efficiently, and consistently.

Glock 17 Glock 19 Smith & Wesson M&P

H&K VP9 Walther PPQ 
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From an accessibility standpoint, the ideal place to carry a handgun is on your belt, worn on the point of your 
hip. Hip holsters come in two varieties: outside the waistband (OWB) or inside the waistband (IWB). Outside 
the waistband are more accessible, but less concealable, and vice versa for inside the waistband. This type of 
holster may not by practical for you considering your lifestyle and typical attire. 

Here are a few other options for carry position to consider:

Appendix carry: Accessibility is somewhat reduced while sitting, may also be uncomfortable while sitting. 
Requires an extra measure of diligence regarding safety, as you are covering your leg with your muzzle any 
time you come into or out of the holster.

Small of the back: Accessibility slightly reduced while standing, but very poor while sitting. Concealability is 
good, as the gun tends to naturally hide in the hollow of the back.
Cross-draw: Good accessibility if you are sitting, but slower presentation and lower concealability.
Shoulder holster: Good concealability if you wear a jacket. Holsters that hold the weapon in the vertical 
position are preferable, as they control the direction of the muzzle better, and are easier to conceal.

Ankle holster: Poor accessibility and only practical for small handguns.

Thigh holster: Very accessible, but suitable only for open carry and impractical for concealed carry.

Below-the-belt: Excellent concealment, but reduced accessibility. Often uncomfortable as well, especially 
while sitting.

Fanny/chest pack: Good concealability, moderate accessibility, and not for the fashion-conscious.

Purse/briefcase: Practical, but among the slowest. Also, it is not difficult to become separated from your 
weapon if you set your purse or briefcase down.

Invest the extra money to get a quality holster. The cheap nylon one-size-fits-none holster might work fine on 
the range, but it will cause you no end of troubles when you carry out in the real world. 

Here are a few quality considerations for your holster:
 
 1. Ensure the trigger is completely covered when the gun is in the holster. This is essential for safe  
  carrying.
 
 2. The holster should be custom fit to your model of handgun, holding the gun snugly in place while  
  the gun is holstered.
 
 3. Kydex or reinforced leather are the best materials for a carry holster, being both durable and rigid.

There are two things you never have enough of in a gunfight: time and ammunition. Carrying extra 
ammunition is prudent in case you find yourself facing off against multiple adversaries. For a handgun, this is a 
matter of carrying extra magazines with you, usually in a pouch or pocket. A good belt magazine carrier is not 
very expensive, and keeps extra magazines readily accessible. 

If you are keeping your handgun for home defense, you are naturally not going to take the time to strap on 
your magazine pouch, so you’ll just need to stash an extra magazine or two near your firearm, or in your safe 
room.

Editor’s note: This article will continue in the next issue of the TEXAS HANDGUN JOURNAL.

www.txhga.org 17



18 www.txhga.org

 www.txhga.org Revision 9/29/2020 

 
TxHGA Store 

 

Please fill out and mail to the Texas Handgun Association, P.O. Box 161713, Austin, TX 78716-1713, along 
with your check or credit card information. For faster service, call (866) 516-5117 or order directly from our 
e-store at shop.txcha.org. Other merchandise, such as hats and shirts, are available through the online 
apparel store at txcha.qbstores.com. 
 

CLASSROOM AIDS  
Sign set (TABC 51%, Weapons Notice, & 30.06/30.07 -Eng/Span) plus Sight Alignment $100 Qty  Price $   
TxHGA Standardized LTC Student Workbook (8 ½ x 11, spiral bound) 
Quantity Pricing: 50+ copies, $6 each♦10-49, $8 each♦1-9, $12 each  Qty  Price $   
TxHGA Standardized LTC PowerPoint (Current Edition) CD/DVD version 
The definitive lesson plan for license to carry, companion to the workbook listed above. $35 Qty  Price $   
Traveler’s Guide to the Firearms Laws of the Fifty States (Current Edition) 
by J. Scott Kappas $15         Qty  Price $   
Instructor LTC Range/Safety Card (LTC Course of Fire/Range Safety Rules Card, Qty  Price $   
Polystyrene Construction, 8 ½ x 5 ½, Dry-erase marker friendly) $10 

Logo Merchandise 
TxHGA Window Decal (3” Round, exterior) $1     Qty  Price $   
TxHGA Patch (3” Round, embroidered) $5      Qty  Price $   
TxHGA Instructor Patch (3.4” tall X 3” wide, round plus rocker, embroidered) $5  Qty  Price $   
TxHGA Life Member Patch (4” tall X 3” wide, round plus rockers, embroidered) $5 Qty  Price $   
TxHGA Life Member Padfolio (13-1/2” H x 1-1/2” W x 10” L, Dark Blue Durahyde) $25 Qty  Price $   
TCHA Challenge Coin (solid brass, shiny gold finish, enamel paint & wave edging, 1.5" 

diameter, 3.5MM thick) Bears the TCHA logo on the front, founding direction on the back $15 Qty  Price $   
TCHA Lapel Pin (3/4”, Full silk screen pin w/clear epoxy dome & military clutch backing) 

Bears the original TCHA logo $6        Qty  Price $   
 

Shipping: 
Less than $10.00 = .55¢ 
$10.00 - $19.00 = $7.00 
$20.00 - $49.99 = $10.00 
$50.00 - $74.99 = $13.00 
$75.00 - $99.99 = $17.00 
$100.00 - $299.00 = $21.00 

$300.00 - $399.00 = $30.00 
$400.00 - $499.00 = $35.00 
$500.00 - $599.00 = $45.00 
$600.00 - $699.00 = $55.00 
$700.00 - $799.00 = $65.00 
$800.00 & over = $75.00 

Shipping $___________ 

Subtotal $___________ 

*Sales TAX @ 8.25% $__________ 

Total $___________ 
*Sales tax includes a tax on shipping per the Texas Comptroller 

 

Name:                

Mailing Address:     City:    St.  Zip:   

Phone:      E-Mail Address:        

Card Number:       Exp. Date:   CVV#    

TMTM

https://txcha.qbstores.com/
http://shop.txcha.org/
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TEXAS HANDGUN ASSOCIATION 
PO Box 161713, Austin, TX 78716-1713  (866) 516-5117 

Membership Application or Renewal 
(For information on membership benefits, please go to http://txhga.org/membership/) 

www.txhga.org 

**Membership dues payable to the Texas Handgun Association (TxHGA) are not tax deductible for federal income tax purposes** 
TxHGA Use Only  (Revised 8/27/19)

Date Pymt Processed: New  Renewal  Current Expiration (MM/YY): 
Date Submitted to Acct: # New Expiration (MM/YY): 

Name  

Street Address  

City County State Zip Code 

Mailing Address (if different) 

Home Phone  Business Phone 

Cell Phone E-Mail

Membership Category:  [Mark (X) By All That Apply] 

 Texas License to Carry (LTC) Instructor #

 Texas License to Carry (LTC) Permit Holder #

 Out-of-State Concealed Handgun License Instructor or Permit Holder #

 Active or Retired Law Enforcement Officer  Concerned Citizen  Current Member #

I want to join as:   Annual Membership (New Member or Renewal) $30  3-yr Membership (New Member or Renewal) $80 

 Life Membership $600  Senior Life Membership (65+ yrs) $300

 Military Annual Membership (New Member or Renewal) $25  3-yr Military Membership (New Member or Renewal) $75 

 Military Life Membership $500

Payment Options:  Cash  Check or Money Order  Credit Card (complete the following)

Card Number Expiration Date (mm/yy) CVV Code 

Referred to the association by: 

As a member of the Texas Handgun Association, I will 
1) Promote informed responsible handgun safety, ownership and education, 

2) Uphold the Federal and Texas Constitutional rights and privileges of every law-abiding person to own, possess and use firearms,
and 

3) Support the Texas Handgun Association's legislative and regulatory advocacy mission.

Signature Date 

TM

TM



Help the Association Save Money...Check your membership expiration date and 
RENEW your membership NOW!

To keep updated on Texas reciprocity, check DPS website at:
http://www.dps.texas.gov/RSD/LTC/Legal/Reciprocity/index.htm

or Texas Handgun Association’s website at: 
http://txhga.org/texas-ltc-information/texas-ltc-reciprocity/

Your Membership Expires:

Call 855-478-6607
www.texaslawshield.com

Check out our new Facebook page and friend us for all updates.

TMTM

Texas Handgun Association
P.O. Box 161713
Austin, TX 78716
www.txhga.org

https://www.facebook.com/TexasHandgunAssociation/

